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Humph’s Crossword 

that important event that  changed 
the face of the park in so many ways.  
Of course we already had our office 
at the pavilion and our picnic in the 
park had already become an annual 
summer feature, but for the Trust to 
be running the park on a daily basis 
was something new. As they say, the 
rest is history and what was then a 
“never been done before” is now 
what is just taken for granted. So, we 
will be celebrating our ten years 
through our events throughout the 
year, with the role of our community 
volunteers at the heart of what we 
do, because that is what makes  
Warley Woods stand out from other 
parks and makes us special. 
 
We’ve had some really goods events 
in recent weeks with lots of people 
enjoying the Halloween event and a 
really successful annual quiz night. 
We also took part in a local history 
event held in St Mary’s church hall, 
which drew a lot of interest in the 
work of the Trust as well as the     
history of the Woods. 
 
I had to mention in the last “Leaflet” 
about the destruction of some of our 
benches and would like to thank  
everyone who has made a           
contribution to providing                
replacements. Park grade benches 
are horrendously  expensive but I am 
pleased to announce that we are 
now able to replace three of the  
benches which will be installed in the 
next few weeks. 

Part of the work of the Board of 
Trustees is to deal with all the   
business and management plans 
and budgets that enable us to keep 
the park going. These are the things 
that most people don’t see, but 
without which nothing would      
happen. The cost of maintaining 
and continually improving the park 
is substantial, even with the help of 
so many unpaid volunteers and the 
support from members and the  
public though donations and buying 
merchandise from our shop in the 
pavilion. As Trustees we would   
really like to thank everyone for 
their support. So, if you haven’t got 
your Christmas Cards yet, we have 
all new cards this year and the 
book, DVD and CD from the Oral 
History Project, which I’m sure will 
make ideal Christmas gifts. 
 
May we wish all our members and 
supporters best wishes for the    
festive season and a prosperous 
new year for 2014. 

Steve Eling 
Chair of Trust 

  

ISSN 1749-8406                             Charity No. 1092754          Vol . 14 Issue 4  

Ten years since the Trust took over the Woods 

It seems like no time at all 
since the Trust formally 
took over responsibility for 
the Woods and started the 
restoration works that we 
had waited so long for, 
but 1st April 2014 will mark 
the tenth anniversary of 



Looking forward: 
Looking back 

 
We are very lucky at Warley 
Woods that we have long 
serving staff and trustees, 
but it is always interesting 
when new people join us 
and you start to explain why 
things are the way they are 
and why we do things the 
way we do.  It makes you 
recognise how much has 
been achieved and how 
much we have all            
collectively learnt.  This 
probably doesn’t happen 
every day because we’re 
always focusing on the next 
development and the event 
on the horizon or how we 
might change things for the 
next time. 
 
Certain things recently have 
helped that reflection.  
We’ve started planning 
things for next year which 
will be the 10

th
 year that the 

Trust has been responsible 
for the site.  We’ve started 
writing our new five year 
management and strategic 
plan because the old one is 
due to end.  2014 seemed 
such a long time away 
when that one was being 
written in 2008.  We’ve also 
seen the retirement of     
Lionel after 35 years at 
Warley Woods.  With the 
promotion of Kelvin to     
replace him and the        
appointment of Billy      
Maddison as our new      
apprentice, we now have 
staff who have only worked 
here under the Trust.  None 
of the shop, office,    
groundstaff or cleaners 
have worked under the   
local authority. 

I now find myself still    
working for the Trust after 7 
years, which is the longest 
time I have ever worked in 
one place.  I normally work 
somewhere where things 
need sorting, get them   
sorted, get bored and buy 
the Guardian for the jobs 
section.  Although much 
has been “sorted” there are 
still so many ideas around, 
so much enthusiasm and I 
certainly have never had 
the opportunity to get 
bored!  It really is a         
fabulous place to work and 
although it can have its 
down moments, they are 
easily outbalanced by the 
supportive atmosphere and 
the wave of care and     
passion that comes from all 
areas of the community – 
it’s amazing how a piece of 
land can inspire such      
loyalty. 

 
When I started at Warley 
Woods, there was just the 
one event, Picnic in the 
Park, plus an occasional 
history or tree walk.  Now 
we have a full calendar of 
events which is hard to 
change because what 
would people say if we did-
n’t have the Easter Egg 
Roll, Santa or All About 
Dogs event.  I won’t even 
suggest not having the Pic-
nic.   

Viv’s Round Up Not everyone comes to every 
event, but everyone has their 
favourite that they look for-
ward to.  It was so lovely at 
the Halloween event this year 
that so many people took the 
trouble to say thank you to the 
people there (staff and volun-
teers) who had made it hap-
pen.  They appreciated that it 
wasn’t just a “product” they 
had bought.  Someone had 
taken the time to organise it, 
so they could enjoy it.  The 
Halloween event has had 
three incarnations so far over 
its 6 years to try and cope with 
the numbers who come (we 
don’t want ticket only re-
strictions) and it looks like 
next year we’ll have to morph 
it again.  So I will be looking 
for someone to provide us 
with a riderless horse!  (I sup-
pose that will just be a horse 
then now I come to think 
about it). 
 
I remember our detailed work 
before submitting for the 
Green Flag award for the first 
time.  We used the eight 
Award Criteria to help us 
structure our planning to be 
sure we were doing all we 
could on communications and 
environmental issues amongst 
others.  It was really useful as 
none of us had any experi-
ence of managing a park.  
Now with our fifth flag over the 
Pavilion it is easy to forget 
that there was a time before 
we were recognised with the 
Award and we were so anx-
ious about achieving it.  In the 
future we will continue to ap-
ply for Green Flag, but we 
have our sights on awards 
which might publically recog-
nise how special Warley 
Woods and the Trust are.   



Fingers crossed we might 
be successful with one of 
these next year which would 
be lovely to celebrate our 
10

th
 Management Birthday. 

 
One of the things that has 
definitely changed over    
recent years, is how we 
have approached the golf 
course and our relationship 
with the Golf Club.  I’ll be 
honest.  At the beginning 
that relationship wasn’t 
great, despite the good    
intentions from many      
people.  It is really pleasing 
that in recent years the Club 
and the Trust have been 
able to come together and 
work on things to help      
improve golf at Warley 
Woods.  There have been 
joint projects and joint      
activities to help us keep 
moving forward together.  It 
is also true that in recent 
years, Trustees have taken 
more time to focus on their        
responsibility for the golf 
course.  Not to say that this 
didn’t happen before, but 
many non golfing trustees 
have now taken the time to 
understand the game and 
the management of this  
kind of sporting facility and 
so discussions around what 
golfers need and what      
investments or encourage-
ment might be needed to 
bring more players to     
Warley have much more  
informed discussion.  Golf is 
played on 1/3 of the site we 
manage and its income is 
key to providing a balanced 
budget, so it is right that 
staff and trustees focus as 
much time on golf, as they 
do on things that happen in 
the park. With Kelvin on 
board with ideas of how to 
improve the course, we 
know it will just get better 
and better. 

Volunteers have always 
been key at Warley Woods, 
but they become even more 
vital to the Trust as time 
goes on.  It is unlikely that a 
charity of our size is ever 
going to afford more staff 
than the ones we have, so if 
we want to do more, we 
have to find more people 
who can give time to help!  It 
is much more that that 
though.  As Steve Eling has 
been saying a lot recently, it 
is the community              
involvement at Warley 
Woods that makes it stand 
out head and shoulders 
above other initiatives.     
Anyone could deliver a      
restoration project (well    
almost anyone), it didn’t take 
a community organisation to 
do that, but finding new 
ways to engage people and 
to keep doing it and        
sustaining interest long after 
the improvements have 
been made is the thing to be 
really proud of.  
 

 
 We plan to keep going with 
our         volunteer sessions, 
keep attracting corporate 
groups and encouraging 
everyone who gets involved 
to keep coming back.  In the 
next few years we will be         
focusing more on how to  
develop the skills in         
volunteers who help us.  We 
are also looking at projects 
that might engage with     
different groups like dog 
walkers or young people. 
 
Other smaller things that 
might easily pass notice 
make me proud.  It seems 

natural to walk into an        
organisation and ask for a 
leaflet on something and we 
now have a real range of   
information to offer people.  
Not just publicity leaflets 
about the Trust or the Golf 
Course, but ones about     
history, trees, birds and the 
Wilderness.  Each one of 
these has had to be funded, 
the text written by the     
Communications subgroup, 
photos provided by            
volunteers.  This Summer, 
we finally “completed” our 
range of leaflets by producing 
one on Volunteering. This 
had been something that we 
had wanted for three or four 
years, but we finally secured 
funding and the printers 
rolled. 
 
Now if you have read my 
pieces in this newsletter for 
any period of time, you will 
probably know that I rarely 
miss an opportunity to talk 
about money and I am not 
going to disappoint you. 10 
years ago the Trust had     
income from membership 
and from grants.  How times 
have changed!  Then came 
the income from the golf 
course (just green fees), then 
we took over the shop and 
stocked things for both     
golfers and non golfers.  Our 
Christmas cards are one of 
our best selling items every 
year, raising vital funds. 
There has been lots more 
charitable fundraising        
activities with raffles, quizzes, 
bucket collections, Walk for 
the Woods.  Businesses 
sponsor events and         
businesses pay the Trust for 
the use of the site.  People 
sponsor trees, they search 
the internet, buy things online 
and we get a donation. 

 
 



 

 

Junior golf is growing at Warley Woods 
 
Golf coaching at Warley Woods is carried out by Greg and Nathan of GL Golf Academy.  
They offer a range of coaching for golfers of all ages and abilities.  Recently they have 
been concentrating on getting golf into local schools.  They are aiming to give as many 
children as possible the chance to try golf and are offering coaching to groups at the 
school.  This takes place either during the school day or an after-school club.  For the 
juniors who enjoy the experience and want to learn more there is an invitation to come 
along to Warley Woods and join the Junior Academy sessions on Saturday or Sunday. 
It is via this academy that juniors progress to playing on the golf course and this year we 
have had 12 juniors taking part in a junior tournament sponsored by Maureen and Nic 
Reid in memory of their late son Luke Reid who spent many hours playing golf at Warley 
Woods. 
 
The final of this year’s tournament took place on Sunday 10

th
 November on a bright but 

cold day.  Some great golf and memorable shots took place and at the after match buffet 
the winners of the tournament were announced.  Sam Fletcher won the under 10s       
division and Greg Leckey retained the title of the over 10s.  The lads and their parents 
were invited to the club’s end of season Dinner Dance & Presentation on Saturday 23

rd
 

November where they were awarded their trophies.  Winners of each round of the     
tournament were also recognised on the evening. 
These juniors are now ready to progress as junior members of the golf club and will have 
access to enter more junior competitions and improve their game.  Any juniors interested 
in joining in with the golf activities should contact  Sharon on 0121 429 2440. 

 
We are excited to be involved with the planning of a brand new     
Tri-golf course at Brandhall Primary school.  Greg has already been 
working closely with the staff and    children to design the holes and 
layout and Kelvin will be working with the staff to advise on the    
creation and maintenance of the course.  We would like to wish the 
school every success with this project and look forward to being  
involved in the new year.  
 

Sharon Simpson 

Golf in Warley Woods 

They give us monthly       
donations just because they 
care.  This year it was so 
lovely that an appeal started 
to help replace the          
vandalised benches without 
us even doing anything 
about it.  It makes you      
realise you are in people’s 
thoughts. 

 
 We continue to need every 
penny that comes our way 
and we will spend it wisely.   
But we will find new ways of 

asking for support and trying 
to encourage more people 
to offer support.  This will      
Include encouraging people 
to think of Warley Woods in 
their wills.  Public donations 
aren’t a luxury, they are just 
as essential as the green 
fees from the golf course.  If 
you are passing through 
past the Pavilion into the 
park, you should see our  
latest innovation – a         
donations post!  Designed 
by another trust that      

manages a country park, we 
have bought one with        
donations from four        
members, three of whom 
have given us their winter 
fuel allowance and one her 
tax rebate  We hope it will 
encourage both casual and 
regular visitors to think of 
supporting us.   
Thank you for what you do 
for us. 

Viv Cole 
Trust Manager 



Interview with Kelvin Walker – 22 October 2013 

Kelvin Walker has recently taken over from Lionel     
Rushton as Head Green Keeper, although his job      
specification is rather broader.  As well as tending to the 
greens and grassland, he and his two assistants will be 
responsible for the horticultural aspects of the whole of 
Warley Woods and Kelvin is well qualified to do this.  Now 
36, he was born in Bloxwich and began working at 
Bloxwich Golf Course under a Youth Training Scheme 
where he obtained qualifications in such useful subjects 
as sports turf horticulture and management which         
Included the science of grasses and the treatment of   
diseases in turf. 
  
After 16 years, and having become Assistant Golf Manager at Bloxwich, love intervened and 
he moved to Devon where he married Lorraine and they now have three children.  After a spell 
managing the gardening section at Homebase there, he joined a garden centre running their 
landscaping business and looking after the hothouse plants, terrapins, koi carp - even        
chipmunks - in “Jungleland”, but in 2011 Kelvin decided to go back to what he loved best:  the 
outdoor life, and he applied for the vacancy of Deputy Head Green Keeper at Warley Woods. 
Amongst other things, Kelvin’s job now entails working with Midland Forestry on maintenance 

of the trees, managing the rose garden area in a sustainable way and running the team of    

volunteers who do so much to keep Warley Woods looking spick and span.  Apart from     

keeping the greens in tiptop condition, there are the eternal problems of the weather to deal 

with:  too much rain or not enough rain, too hot or too cold, and of course those annoying     

financial constraints, but Kelvin has many exciting plans including making improvements to the 

golf course and introducing wild flower areas, which will surely make Warley Woods even more 

attractive! 

Dorothy Williams 

Welcome to Barbara -new trustee elected 
 

At the Trust’s AGM which took place in October Barbara Platts was elected as a new trustee.  
Barbara is a long standing member of the Trust who has been involved in the organisation of 
both the Picnic in the Park and the Santa events over several years.  She retired from work last 
year and has more time to give to the Trust and decided to stand as a trustee.  We are         
delighted that she has joined the group. 
There were also some constitutional changes agreed at the AGM. Those proposed in the letter 
sent to members – reduction in maximum number of trustees to 15; reduction of the quorum at 
AGMs to 25 and the fixing of the term of office for trustees at 3 years – were all agreed     
unanimously.  It was great to see over 40 members present to vote on these proposals and so 
thanks to all of you who attended.   
The Annual report and accounts were presented by Helen Blundell from Bloomer Heaven (our 
auditors) and Steve Eling the Chair of the Trust. Viv Cole the trust Manager outlined plans for 
the future.  
We’ve never found a really exciting way of running our AGM and if anyone has any thoughts 
about how it might be developed please do get in touch and let us know so that we can       
consider whether to make any changes in the future. 

Kate Slade 

Company Secretary 



Wills 
 
No-one likes to think about dying.  I try not to think about it, too much, but with both of my    
parents dying in the last two years, I have to recognise I am now the oldest generation of my 
family. This brings with it the mature realisation (along with getting my first glasses) that I really 
need to sort my will out.  Both of my parents had wills and it made it so easy, both legally and 
emotionally to know what they wanted me to do. 
 
I have been having the necessary conversations with my husband, Mark and thinking about 
things like, making sure he would be financially OK without me, but working out what I could 
leave to my favourite charities.  I’ve supported many of them for years now and as I don’t have 
children, I’d like to leave them something.  As I’ve worked in fundraising for so long now, it’s 
impossible not to know how grateful charities are when they receive a legacy – unexpected 
lump sums (however small the lump) can really be used to make a difference or invested to 
create income long into the future. 
 
Now if you have read this far, you will know where I am going with this and it’s just to put the 
thought in your head that if, like me, you are thinking about making a will, that you would     
consider Warley Woods as a beneficiary.  I really believe that legacies will be the long term  
future of the health of Warley Woods – helping fund the park and good maintenance way into 
the future.  Those who planted Warley Woods didn’t see it come to maturity as we have done, 
they were planning for future generations.  I’m so involved in Warley Woods that I want this 
too, so that what we have invested in now, remains looking this way or better in the future.  So 
when Mark and I went to our solicitors in October Warley Woods was on my charity list,   
alongside the badgers, the wildlife trust and the donkeys too.  I’m going to do my level best to 
ensure they have to wait another 40 years for it though!       
 

Viv Cole 
Trust Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You can donate to Warley Woods Community Trust at any 
time. All you have to do is... 
 

Text WWCT22  
£ [your donation value] to 70070  

 



Christmas at the Woods 
 
 

Christmas gifts and cards 
 
Looking for gift ideas? The trust shop has lots of items suitable for gifts. 
 
Send our Warley Woods Christmas cards this year - four new designs       
captured by local park users during winter 2013. 

Pack of 4 cards. £1.95 or 3 packs £5.50 

 
Tales of Warley Woods, Smethwick People's Stories of The Peoples Park. 

Now available as Book with a CD £6.  DVD £4 

Footage and stories from the Oral History project, interviews with local people 
and their memories of Warley Woods. 
 

Old Smethwick Bearwood & Warley calendars.  £5.99 

 

Adopt a tree for a friend or family member. Cost is £25 for a year and the 

money will go towards supporting the Woods.  Come to the shop and pick a 
tree. 
 
Lots of small gifts - candles, crafts, plants and more - are all available in the 
shop 
 
Don't forget the birds at this time of year - bird feeders and bird food all    
available. 
 
 

Forthcoming events 
 
Santa will be in the woods again on 7th and 8th December.  On the 7th he 
will be in his grotto in the Pavilion and you can book a time for the children to 
meet him.  Call 429 2440 to make a booking. 
 
On Sunday 8th December Santa will be coming through 
the woods on his sleigh.  Meet by the fountain at 4.00 
pm and follow him through the woods back to the        
pavilion. 
 
On both days there will be festive specials in the cafe 
and Christmassy crafts for children.  On Sunday there 
will be other food and entertainment to enjoy. 



Winter Crossword by Humph 

Across Down 

1)    Rich (4,2,2) 
5)    Oxford river (4) 
9)    Bright red (7) 
10)  West African country (5) 
11)  Nickname for the BBC (4) 
12)  Watched over (7) 
14)  Rots down  (6) 
16)  Way out (6) 
19)  Joining together (7) 
21)  Friend  (4) 
24)  Kind of tent (5) 
25)  Understanding feelings (7) 
26)  As dead as this bird (4) 
27)  Evaluates (8)  

Down 
1)    Like an owl  (4) 
2)    Depart (5) 
3)    Form of chest of drawers (7) 
4)    Old age (6) 
6)    Wrap baby tightly  (7) 
7)    Makes you dreamy – from a long way  
       off?  (8) 
8)    City in Northern India (4) 
13)  Altered a little (8) 
15)  Made a bird-like noise (7) 
17)  Fight in hand to hand combat  (7) 
18)  Concurs  (6) 
20)  Wild goat  (4) 
22)  Position in yoga  (5) 
23)  These are extras in cricket  (4)  

Send completed crossword to:  WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick B67 5ED 
by December 31st  for a chance to win the prize 

Name:.................................................................. Phone/Email..................................................... 
Address:................................................................................................................................ 
 
Answers to Autumn crossword: 
Across:  1) Picnic; 4) Shiner; 8) Stars; 9) Anthill; 10) Evident; 11) fungi; 12) Green Flag; 17) Roast; 19) 
Indulge; 21) and 22) Veteran Beech; 23) Tirade; 24) Stoned 
Down:  1) Poster; 2) Ceasing; 3) Issue; 5) Hateful; 6) Nairn; 7) Relaid; 9) Attention; 13) Entered; 14) Galle-
on; 15) Cravat; 16) Meshed; 18) Altar; 20) Debut 
 
The winner was Pat Ellson from Oldbury 

Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5ED 

Office:  0121 420 1061 Shop:   0121 429 2440  Golf bookings:  0121 429 2440 
Email:   admin@warleywoods.org.uk  Website:  www.warleywoods.org.uk 
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