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Another good year at the Woods!
As 2017 draws to a close we are 
able to reflect on another 
successful year with  really 
positive feedback about the quality 
 care and maintenance of the 
park. The condition of the golf 
course gets special praise 
especially by people visiting from 
other courses when there are 
competitions on. It’s very 
satisfying when a course open to 
the public often gets put above 
private courses. The Board of 
Trustees receives regular reports 
on all sorts of feedback from the 
public, many of which are 
compliments about all sorts of 
things. It’s interesting that nearly 
all of the complaints received are 
about other members of the 
public! We are always interested 

to know what people think and, 
where we can, act on what is said. 

Maintenance and renewal 
continues apace in the rest of the 
park with benches being replaced 
and new equipment in the 
children’s playground including a 
family of wooden bears. All this 
requires a lot of work from staff 
and volunteers,  and fundraising to 
meet the costs. We are grateful to 
everyone that gives to the Trust, 
including other trust funds,  and 
supports our fundraising events, or 
puts their loose change in the 
fundraising posts in the park. 

We have retained our “Green 
Flag” award again this year with 
very positive feedback, which is 
good to receive. We were voted in 
the top ten “Green Flag” parks 
again this year, the only one in the 
top ten in the West Midlands.  

The AGM was well attended again 
this year where we welcomed Pat 
Marsh as a new member of the 
Board. Many of you will know Pat. 
She has been a member and 
volunteer with the Trust for 
countless years, always helping 
out and organising Trust events. 
We welcome Pat to the board as a 
valued new member. 

The Board continues to meet 
every month as do the subgroups 
dealing with the site; 
communications; communities; 
and resources. We welcome new 
members to become involved in 

the sub groups and get involved in 
the business of the Trust. We will 
soon be holding our annual 
planning day where we look in 
detail at the year ahead, the things 
we plan to do and importantly how 
they will be paid for. The plans 
also have to include how we work 
with our legal responsibilities of 
running a park for the public; 
employing staff; and everything 
else that goes with being a 
charitable company.  

In case you are still looking for 
cards and gifts for Christmas, we 
have new cards in the shop this 
year that look very nice. There are 
also books and other small items 
available that always go down 
well. 

Looking forward to 2018, we will 
have our usual range of events 
and volunteer Sundays and 
Mondays to get involved in. 2018 
is also 200 years since the death 
of Humphry Repton and this is 
being marked nationally. Not all of 
the Repton landscapes survive, so 
for us to be a Repton landscape 
that does, and is open to the 
public, is a bonus. We are getting 
involved in events to mark the 200 
years, so look out for what is 
happening. 

So, that’s it for 2017, we wish all 
our supporters a prosperous 2018. 

Steve Eling 
Chair of the Trust
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We all know at the Pavilion that 
we are into our winter season 
now.  Trying to keep the doors 
closed (and heat in).  Shutting 
at 4pm.  Periods of complete 
quiet in the shop (that was until 
Santa bookings started). 

Just because the hours of 
daylight are fewer doesn’t mean 
that everything stops though. 
We have actually got a lot of 
bookings for the Woods during 
the colder seasons.  We now 
have two fitness providers on a 
Saturday running active 
sessions.  We have four cross 
country events booked in – one 
in November and three in 
January.   

We also have a church (Warley 
Baptist) celebration in 
December too. Santa will of 
course be coming through the 
Woods again – but this time not 
in a train, but in a carriage. 
 People have loved seeing 
horses in the Woods at 
Halloween and the Picnic and 
so we thought we would give 
Santa’s Train a little rest (and 
the volunteers and staff who 
have to dress up and undress 
our utility vehicle in the dark) 
and call upon our friends at 
Victorian Carriages to help 
transport Santa in style.  We 
also have a new sponsor for the 
event in David Manners group.   

The golf course is of course 
quieter this time of year, but 
mornings are still pretty busy 
and it still looks in amazing 
shape.  Alan has brought in a 
special service for two of our 
greens which get the wettest in 
winter in the hope that we can 
stay off temporary greens as 
much as possible.   
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Many golfers just hate 
temporary greens and stay 
away from us if they are in use. 
 For many winters we have 
always had at least one or two 
on temporaries and so that was 
our reputation and people didn't 
even call and ask if we had 
temporaries.  They just stayed 
away.  Alan’s work is helping to 
break that perception and keep 
our golf income as strong as it 
can be throughout the year.  As 
a 9 hole course, we can be 
quite appealing to people who 
don’t want a long game during 
the colder months.  Every £1 
we take on golf helps with our 
finances overall, so even just a 
few extra players or a few extra 
rounds really can make a 
difference.   

Now that the need to mow all 
the time has been reduced, 
Alan, with Lee and Russell, can 
turn their attention to other 
“improvement” works.  They 
have been installing 8 
replacement benches around 
the site and now we have just 
had a grant from the Rowlands 
Trust, there will be four more 
metal replacements arriving in 
the new year.  This has been a 
long term project, but we are 
getting there steadily – it will be 
great to have all of our benches 
looking alike again and also so 
that we can stop fundraising for 
this specifically and move on to 
something else!  The play area 
benches are available for 
dedication if anyone is 
interested.  We ask £1,000 
which covers the bench cost, 
plaque and installation.  There 
are no plans to install any 
benches in brand new 
locations, at least until we have 
got all of our current stock 
renewed.   

Alan and I have been working 
together on the improvements 
to the play area – thanks to a 
grant from the Postcode Lottery 
Local Trust.  There is now new 
safety surfacing under the key 
equipment which looks great 
and saves work and money 
topping up the bark all the time. 
The tyre swing and its cables 
are all complete replacements – 
including the joint at the top – 
you wouldn’t imagine that the 
joint alone costs £800!  The 
hidden costs of a play area. 
Very soon we will be installing 
the family of bears into the trees 
in the play area.  We really will 
have bears permanently in our 
wood.   

Volunteers are still doing their 
regular sessions on 2nd and 4th 
Sundays (10.30am).  Monday 
volunteers have decided to 
change their start time to 
1.30pm, to allow "cup of tea 
time" afterwards before the 
Pavilion closes (1st and 3rd 
Mondays).  Volunteers will also 
be working with Alan and his 
team on our winter tree planting 
plan – transplanting some of 
our larger trees from our 
nursery out onto site.  A number 
of these are likely to be 
memorial trees as several 
families have asked about that.  

We have also finally 
implemented a solution for our 
single track driveway to the 
Lightwoods Hill car park, which 
seems to be reducing the fear 
of driving along it for many 
people, and making it clear how 
we want people to tackle it 
(even though some people are 
still a little set in their ways).

Viv’s Round Up



Many thanks to one of our 
members, Geoffrey Whittaker 
for helping with the finances for 
getting our signs and lines in 
place. While I am in thank you 
mode – also thanks to Katie 
Lonsdale for nominating the 
Trust in a NISA donation prize 
draw.  It isn’t just the actual 
money that matters, it is the fact 
that people are thinking of the 
Trust when they see an 
opportunity like this.  Sadly, in 
the last few months, that has 
also happened when some 
families have had personal 
losses and donations in memory 
have come to the Trust.  I don’t 
want to break any privacy rules 
by saying thank you in name, 
but if you are reading this, thank 
you for thinking of the Trust at 
such an emotional time.  On a 
happier note, we have also had 
significant donations from a 
Trustee's special birthday 
celebrations. 

A few other random bits of 
news.  We have new 
photographs up in the café. 
 Four lovely images by Alex 
Tzotzis, who has kindly allowed 
us to use them however we 
wish.  They show lots of 
different aspects of Warley 
Woods in all its glory and we 
thought they would be great for 
those who only visit the café 
and don’t realise what is just 
along the path, or for when 
people are in the café on a rainy 
day – to remind them what it 
looks like on better days. 

We have been adopted by the 
Bearwood Branch of TSB as 
their local charity of the year 
and the staff will be supporting 
us at events and fundraising for 
us separately.  Staff there have 
already walked Snowden for the 

Trust and so their donation pot 
already has a good balance. 
Then in more background news, 
ten of the staff and volunteers 
were trained in very basic tree 
safety assessment.  We 
certainly won’t be doing any 
actual formal assessing 
ourselves, but we now 
understand better how that work 
is carried out and why some 
things may look problematic, but 
aren’t actually a cause for 
concern.  We should know 
better when to call in an expert 
for an extra assessment and 
how to explain to members of 
the public how we handle tree 
safety.  

The Resources subgroup is 
doing work on checking through 
governance issues, using a 
publication written by our 
accountants.   It might not seem 
the most interesting stuff- but it 
is really useful to re-examine 
how we manage important 
issues, such as composition of 
the Board, risk management, 
tax, vat, trading etc.  We are just 
four months into a twelve month 
programme, but already there 
have been improvements to our 
operations, strengthening what 
we do. 

Looking forward to the future – 
we have already planned our 
events for 2018–there will be a 
sheet showing the plan as part 
of this edition of The LEAFlet. 
We will be having some special 
activities relating to the 
bicentenary of Humphry 
Repton’s death.  This will 
include working in partnership 
on a project being delivered by 
the Garden’s Trust, as we have 
been chosen as the West 
Midlands’ focus for their work.  

Even before that in December 
we are adding a week of guided 
walks in Warley Woods for 
people who can show us a 
lottery ticket of any kind.  This is 
a national lottery initiative, 
where it wants to show to 
people the benefits that come 
from their buying tickets. 
Anyone who would like to be 
shown around the Woods by a 
Trustee or by myself, just needs 
to come to the Pavilion at 10.30 
on any of the 11th - 17th 
December, show us a lottery 
ticket (or your Trust membership 
card), and we will happily show 
you around and what lottery 
money has helped achieve.  We 
can tell you about the Trust, the 
natural world of Warley Woods 
and some of its history. 

We were unsuccessful with our 
big Lottery bid to HLF, but we 
will be going back again to 
them, either with an improved 
application along the same lines 
or perhaps with a slightly 

different approach. 
 We aren’t giving 
up on our big 
plans, but there 
may be a different 
way of getting 
them achieved 

over the long term. 

Then finally just a reminder that 
Christmas cards and gifts 
available in the shop.  Warley 
Woods mugs, bears and books 
for those who love the area and 
other crafts and stocking fillers. 
 Historic calendars and Simon 
Lea’s modern calendar of 
Warley Woods.  Have friends 
who don’t want “stuff” what 
about a gift membership of the 
Trust or adopting a tree? 
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As Christmas draws closer with 
frosty mornings and the leaves 
all fallen from the trees you 
might be inclined to stay 
indoors but there’s still plenty 
of wildlife out here to be seen 
and heard.  December 21st is 
the Midwinter Solstice and our 
shortest hours of daylight.  It 
marks the official arrival of 
winter. Shorter daylight hours 
and long cold nights make for 
difficult times for birds and 
mammals. 

As the UK landscape gently 
settles into a winter sleep, 
colours pale and foliage 
disappears. But holly defies 
this pattern, its scarlet berries 
and glossy green leaves 
blazing throughout winter. Holly 
is a traditional Christmas 
decoration, adorning doors and 
mantelpieces as people are 
tucked away in their homes for 
the festive season. But (along 
with rowan and hawthorn) it is 
also a useful food source for 
birds and other animals  which 
can feed on the berries when 
other supplies have dwindled. 
 Holly is an evergreen plant, so 
it keeps its prickly leaves year-
round. It is split into male and 
female varieties - both produce 
white blossoms in spring, and 
in the females these develop 
into berries later in the year. 

Birds are active after dawn 
foraging for food and in the 
hour before sunset eating in 
readiness for the long night 
ahead.   Redwing and Fieldfare 
which have migrated from 
Northern Europe to winter in 
Britain can be seen.  Robins 
continue to sing throughout the 
cold wintery months, and at the 
end of December romance is in 

the air as they begin to look for 
a mate.  

Foxes make their intentions 
loud and clear this month as 
their mating season begins. 
Vixens (females) wail and 
scream, and dogs (males) bark 
in order to attract mates. With 
an increase in the numbers of 
urban foxes you’ve got a good 
chance of hearing or seeing 
them this month.   Any 
successful pairing will result in 
cubs being born in March next 
year. 
  
Bats are in hibernation in 
buildings and trees; cool, 
humid places with little 
temperature change. But they 
can occasionally still be seen 
during the winter months, if the 
temperature warms to raise 
them from their torpor they 
come out to hunt for food. 

Many insects die off as winter 
sets in, but a few have the 
ability to survive cold 
temperatures, some down to 
below -50ºC! Ladybirds 
congregate in large numbers 
for winter shelter. Those 
invertebrates lucky enough to 
inhabit dead leaf piles will 
remain active as the 
decomposing vegetation 
releases heat, often becoming 
welcome food for hungry birds. 

For other insects, the adults 
die off and the young survive 
as larvae, pupae, eggs or 
nymphs, preparing to explode 
into spring when warmth 
returns to the land. 
Plants are in their dormant 
stage and there are very few 
signs of growth at this time of 
year. 

*********************************** 
The Greenhouse That 
Needs Lots of Bottle 

Putting-up a greenhouse is 
thirsty work, especially one 
made from empty plastic water 
bottles.  The Trust is building 
one to grow plants for sale in 
the Shop and for next May's 
Plant Sale.  To help finance the 
structure’s framework we 
received a generous donation 
from a Trust member.  But the 
bulk of the greenhouse will be 
made purely of recycled 2 litre 
water bottles.  It is a winter 
project that we plan to 
complete by March 2018.  For 
security reasons it will be in the 
compound by the Lightwoods 
Hill gate.  We will keep you 
updated on its progress and let 
you know if we need more 
bottles.  You can see photos of 
bottle greenhouses at http://
www.alamy.com/stock-photo/
plastic-bottle-greenhouse.html. 

Andrew Bull

December in the Woods
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…  from Bentley the 
Bearwood Bear 

During 10 weeks over the 
summer, if you went down ‘to 
Warley Woods today you’d get 
a big surprise’…a big Yellow 
surprise, in the form of ‘Bentley 
the Bearwood Bear’! Perched 
on his podium in a lovely 
position overlooking Warley 
Woods it’s been a perfect home 
for this big friendly giant, ‘Sun 
Bear’. Bentley was 
commissioned and designed by 
a special local youth group 
called PAID (Positive Activities 
Innovative Development)  and 
created by artist Rebecca 
Cresswell.  He was 
commissioned as part of  ‘The 
Big Sleuth’ arts sculpture trail 
as one of just 10 special 
‘Community Bears’. The trail 
has been a highly successful 
public arts trail which has now 
raised over £350,000 for 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital! 

Birmingham and it’s surrounds 
has set the backdrop for many 
a bear to explore and meet new 
friends, educate and bring a big 
smile to many regardless of 
age. Bentley is extra special, 
being lovingly created with all 
things Bearwood in mind. His 
coat has lots of symbols, 
dedications and includes a trail 
of his own so that you can learn 
and discover further places to 
visit in and around Bearwood. 
He took many ‘thinking hours’ 
and many hours to paint before 
he came to life in true 
technicolor! 

Bentley has loved his home at 
Warley, he escaped only once 
during the trail to go off and 
explore, he has also developed 
a taste for Ice Creams, cups of 
tea , bird watching and ‘The 
Furry Runners’ (Dogs),  as he 
calls them! 

For a short time Bentley is now 
homed at Lightwoods House 
near the new tea room, during 
the Winter period for his ‘ 
hibernation’ and then is 
returning to Warley Woods 
again in the Summer of 2018. 
Bentley is even more excited 
because he can see all the 
cakes through the windows so 
hold onto your snacks people! 

Bentley hopes you will continue 
to visit him and say hello, he 
hopes to come back and see 
his friend Barclay the Bear, who 
lives in the shop at Warley 
Woods and be back in the 
woods next year. 

Bentley would like to say a big 
thank to everyone for visiting 
him and helping to look after 
him, he hopes you enjoyed 
‘Sleuthing’ him out! Please 
continue to visit Bentley, he’s a 
wonderful educational tool and 
an ambassador for Bearwood! 

Rebecca Cresswell 

************************************ 

Warley Woods Guided Tours 

Some of you will be aware that 
Warley Woods has been lucky 
to receive many grants 
improvements to the site - the 
fencing, paths, the Wilderness, 
young people's golf, Warley 
Woof, oral history project and 
help with our IT systems. The 
National Lottery has made 11th 
to 17th December National 
Lottery Week.  This is a chance 
for all people who play the 
lottery to  have a chance to see 
where their money has gone.   

For this week, every day at 
10.30 am, one of our Trustees 
or staff members will take 
visitors on a tour of Warley 
Woods to show what has been 
done with the Lottery money we 
have received, and will be 
happy to answer any questions 
about Warley Woods or the 
Trust.   

You do not need to book in  
advance - just come to the 
shop and the tours will start 
from there. 
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The Park and the Press
We’ve been given a sneak 
preview of a book by David 
Yates called The Park and the 
Press, which is a compilation of 
press cuttings about Warley 
Woods dating back to 1905, 
with additional comments by 
David about the content. 
 Hopefully this book will soon be 
on sale in the shop at Warley 
Woods but until then here are 
some tasters of what is in it. 
 These are all about golf over 
the years at Warley. 

In 1910 Edgbaston Golf Club 
vacated the golf course at 
Warley at the end of its lease. 
There were discussions about it 
becoming a municipal course at 
the time but the Smethwick 
Telephone reported on February 
10th 1910 that at a meeting of 
Birmingham Council (which ran 
the park) “ the Town Clerk 
concluded with ‘your Committee 
regrets in these circumstances 
they are unable to recommend 
 the Council to comply with the 
desire of the memorialists’ “ who 
wanted to keep a golf course on 
the site. 

After Edgbaston golf club 
moved, and the decision was 
made not to continue golf on the 
site, the Smethwick Telephone 
reported that there had been an 
“Informal Opening of the New 
Park” at Whitsuntide, May 21st 
1910. This was the part of the 
site which had been the course. 

However, in 1921 Birmingham 
City Council decided to revive 
the idea of a Municipal Golf 
Course at Warley, and in the 
Oldbury Weekly News on March  

11th 1921 “it was reported at the 
City Parks Committee that 
Warley Woods Golf Course was 
nearing completion”.  “The 
season subscription  was fixed 
at £3.3s for ratepayers and 
residents and £5. 5s for non-
residents.”  The paper also 
reported that “ A.J. Padgham 
late of Blackheath Club was 
appointed as professional.” 

On May 6th 1921 the Oldbury 
Weekly news reported that “The 
new municipal golf course at 
Warley Woods was opened on 
Wednesday by the Chairman of 
the City Parks Committee, 
Councillor R Geling.” 

On June 24th 1921 the Oldbury 
Weekly News reported that “a 
golf club has been founded at 
Warley Woods”. Not long now 
before the club can celebrate its 
centenary! 

Then, with the course well 
established the Oldbury Weekly 
News reported on September 
8th 1922 that “whilst playing on 
Warley Woods Golf Course A.H. 
Padgham, the youngest 
member of the club, had the 
honour of being the 1st hole in 
one”.  He went on to become 
the winner of the Open 
Championship at Hoylake in 
1936 

The Oldbury Weekly News 
reported on November 17th 
1922 that “the first annual dinner 
of the Warley Golf Club was 
held at the White Horse, 
Congreve Street, Birmingham”. 
Interestingly, the club still holds 
an Annual Dinner and Dance in 

November – but no longer at the 
White Horse. 

One final snippet for now, again 
taken from the Oldbury Weekly 
News dated August 3rd 1928. 
 “It was reported that a part of 
the old Abbey has been adopted 
to make a new club house for 
the municipal golf course.” 

The book contains much more 
information about all aspects of 
the site, for example the work 
that Alexander Chance and his 
friends and colleagues did to 
prevent it being used for 
housing, the entertainments that 
took place there, the arrival of 
grey squirrels in the Woods.  It 
is a real Treasure Trove.  The 
Trust will let people know as 
soon as the book is available for 
sale. Thanks to David for 
allowing us to quote from the 
book. 

Kate Slade 

************************************ 

Keeping in touch 

If you receive our emails as well 
as this paper newsletter then 
please look out for a special 
email from us in January.  We 
will need to be sure we have 
your explicit consent to send 
you emails in future and so we 
will need you to respond to that 
email.  Otherwise in April, we 
will no longer be able to send 
you emails.  We hope you will 
still want to hear from us in this 
way.   
Thanks.



 

Events Calendar 2018
Date    Event 

Saturday January 27th  Bird Walk 

Friday February 2nd  Disco 

Monday April 2nd  Easter Events 

Friday April 20th  Quiz 

Saturday May 5th  Dawn Chorus Walk 

Saturday May 19th  Plant Sale 

Wednesday June 6th  Volunteer Thank you 

Sunday July 8th   Picnic in the Park 

Thursday August 2nd  Theatre in the Woods 

Thursday August 16th Bat Walk 

Sunday September 9th  All about Dogs 

Thursday September 13th Guns and Roses: Humphry Repton at Warley   
          Woods 

Saturday October 13th  Annual General Meeting 

Friday October 26th  Hallowe’en event 

Friday November 9th  Quiz 

Saturday December 8th Simply Santa 

Sunday December 9th  Santa in the Woods 

We are also hoping to have a Star Gazing evening and a Botanical Walk.  We will confirm details as soon as 
we can. 
For all events please look on the noticeboards, the monthly e-mails, Facebook and Twitter for more detailed 
information nearer the time of the event.  Or you can contact the shop (429 2440) or office (420 1061)        7



 

Woodland Residents

As a regular walker in the 
woods I always enjoy seeing 
the birds and animals that 
are resident in the woods.  Of 
course most of the time I see 
the old familiar perennials - 
crows, pigeons, magpies and 
squirrels.  Over time I have 
seen some other creatures 
that may be resident in the 
woods for only a season or 
two or perhaps an even 
shorter period of time.  I can 
report, amongst these other 
things, sightings of bats, tree-
creepers, redwings, thrushes, 
field fares and even 
parakeets. 

In no way could I be thought 
of as a naturalist, but, by 
watching TV programmes, I 
have learned that you can 
often detect the presence of 
local fauna by reading the 
signs that are present within 
the landscape without ever 
actually seeing the creature 
itself. A footprint, a mark on a 
tree, some particularly 
noteworthy droppings (I am 
definitely not an expert on 
this last one!).  So I am 
delighted to report the 
presence of some unusual 
and rare creatures in Warley 
Woods.  I have not, as yet, 
seen one but all the signs are 
there; the circumstantial 
evidence is, in my opinion, 
incontrovertible. 

Thus, I am delighted to report 
the presence of Woodland 
Fairies in our woods.  These 

fairies, or to give them their 
proper Latin designation 
prædictas Fatales meditaris 
avena, have definitely 
colonised an area close to 
the gate on Lightwoods Hill. 
Their territory marked out by 
a wonderful collection of 
colourful doors. 

For me this is my first 
encounter with these elusive 
and mystical creatures since 
my much loved grandfather 
introduced me to a small 
colony who lived “at the 
bottom of his garden”.  My 
grandpa would tell me little 
tales about what his fairies 
got up to when I was not 
around.  I never quite 
understood why they were 
never active when I actually 
was around but liked the 
thought that magical things 
could happen out of my sight. 
Some time later another 
question came to mind.  Why 
would the fairies choose to 
live at the bottom of this 
particular garden?  After all, 
although my Grandpa was a 
good gardener, just the other 
side of the garden fence 
were the Piccadilly and 
Metropolitan lines of the 
London Underground system 
and the dozen or more trains 
that rattled noisily past every 
hour from early morning until 
midnight.

Now our fairies have far 
superior taste, what a 
beautiful place to build a 

home.  And no dirty old trains 
disturb their peace.  Just the 
passing footfall of the many 
people who wander past 
throughout the day.  One of 
whom is your correspondent, 
often accompanied by a 
grandchild or two and the 
spoken request - “Grandpa 
tell us about the fairies”. 

Martin Bottoms 

********************************* 

Play Area 

The new surfaces have now 
been put down in the Play 
Area and a new tyre swing 
fitted.  This week we're very 
excited because the Family 
of Bears will be arriving 
there!  Keep your eyes open 
and go and say hello to them 
when they arrive.  

We also have three benches 
in the play area that can be 
adopted.  The cost is £1,000 
per bench and if you're 
interested please contact 
Kathy or Viv at the office 420 
1061



  

Season’s Greetings!

Santa is coming - but he's got new 
transport! 

Santa will be coming 
through the Woods on 
Sunday December 10th 
in exciting new 
transport.  Meet him at 
the Fountain 
at 4pm and follow him 
back to his fabulous 
Grotto at the Pavilion 
where you can queue 
to see him. There will 
also be mince pies, 
mulled wine, gift stalls 
and lots more.

In the shop this Christmas 

Warley Woods Christmas cards are now on 
sale in the shop.  Also 2018 Calendars - one by 
Simon Lea with wonderful photos of the Woods 
throughout the year and one by Andrew 
Maxam showing scenes of old Warley, 
Bearwood and Smethwick.   

Also lots of other gifts for sale, including 
Warley Woods mugs and tee-shirts.  If you are 
stuck for a present why not sponsor a tree in 
the Woods for a friend or relative or give a gift 
membership? Contact the office for more 
details.
Pop into the shop when you're passing and 
browse these and other gifts - many locally 
made. 

Why not sponsor a tree as a present this 
Christmas? 

Annual adoption of a tree is £25. For this, you 
or the person you are sending it to, will receive 
a certificate which acknowledges your donation 
and which shows the location of the tree. 

And in the New Year … 

New Year's Run 

Warley Woods Pacers will be holding their annual 
New Year's Hangover Run on January 1st.  For 
more details of times etc please 
contactwarleywoodspacers@btinternet.com 

January Bird Walk 

The January Bird Walk, arranged to coincide 
with the national RSPB Birdwatch, will take 
place on Saturday January 27th starting at 10 
am from the Pavilion.  This will be led by Liz 
Coleman, RSPB volunteer and Warley Woods 
trustee, and is a chance to learn more about 
the birds in our Woods and how to recognise 
them.  We might be lucky enough to see the 
Sparrowhawk.                                                 9
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Prize Crossword - by Touchstone

Across
1 Rock round a politician forms a boggy green activist (6)
4 Making 4 sides equal and a power of 2 (8) 
9 Excitement when the personnel dept. sits in a cash 
register (6)
10 Dodgy ring tone, it’s a gas (8)
12 Cunningly gained a skill completely (8)
13 May Vettel be hiding a French girl? (6)
15 Dish for Ukrainian chicken (4)
16 Diary of God is confused on this sacred occasion 
(4,6)
19 Set off early by vaulting a cannon perhaps (4,3,3) 
20 American man is employed (4)
23 Mixed up Dean and bad boy initially are caught (6)
25 Load of French formal dress (8)
27 Before computers you first must find what is most 
important (8)
28 Farewell to two extras (3,3)
29 Gives again a terrible wren’s ode (8) 
30 Traps are found in a wiser answer if you look back (6)

Down
1 Reverse when badgers find a home at the rear (7)
2 Goal encompasses mad arrest to show prevailing 
wind (9)
3 Exercise works out either up or down (4,2)
5 A pound’s worth of tobacco (4)
6 Johnson’s or Webster’s first animal (8)
7 In Nigeria Ghana or Tunisia you’ll find a gold bar 
initially (5)
8 Spicy and a little red-headed (7)
11 Capone and some guys build recesses (7)
14 Someone who points out British snake embracing 
rising copper (7)
17 Senior policemen top a body perhaps and cut it into 
pieces (9)
18 When a woman meets a revolutionary he is always 
unready (8)
19 Jennifer gives a taste of gin (7)21 Couches made 
from mixed bad dyes (7)
22 North African found in Bali by another route (6)
24 Maybe next to or underneath a hit (1-4)
26 Pack road out west (4)

Please return completed puzzles, by January 4th, to WWCT,  The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, B67 5ED.

Name: ................................................   Phone/email: ……………………………….………………………..
Well done to David Collins of Kidderminster the winner of the last competition.  Solution to last puzzle 
Across  1 WESTMINSTER, 9 ALIBI, 10 RAT ,11 PEA SOUP, 15 EDEN, 17 OUT OF SIGHT, 18 CARICATURE,  19 DALI,21 
DELETED,  25 CIA ,26 EAGLE, 27 RANK AND FILE, Down 2 EXILE,  3 TRIP, 4 INCA, 5 SUMO, 6 EARP, 7 SAFETY 
CATCH, 8 STUNT DRIVER, 12 EAT CAKE, 13 SUFFUSE, 14 UNITED, 16 NOTICE, 21 DADA, 20 ANGEL, 22 LARK,   23 
TERN, 24 DEAF


