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A great 2016 at the Woods, best wishes for 2017!
As another year draws to a 
close at Warley Woods we can 
celebrate the year as a 
success. We have retained 
our “Green Flag” status again; 
our Trust Manager won Green 
Flag employee of the year; 
and to top that we have been 
voted one if the top ten parks 
in the country. What an 
achievement. Our own 
customer feedback shows lots 
of compliments with the golf 
course getting special praise 
month after month from both 
regular and visiting golfers 
alongside praise for the overall 
condition of the park. For that 
we have to appreciate all the 
work of staff and volunteers 

who spend hours on loving 
care of the park. 

This year, the AGM was very 
well attended and the annual 
report well received. The 
Board has also confirmed the 
same officers for 2016/17 with 
Arthur Ward as vice chair; 
Kate Slade as secretary; 
David Read as treasurer; and 
myself as chair. We are 
pleased to retain other board 
members and members of 
sub-groups who put in so 
much time and effort on 
managing the Trust, the park 
and our events. 

We have also celebrated Viv, 
Kathy and Sharon all having 
clocked up ten years working 
for the Trust thus year and 
thank them for their 
commitment and loyalty to 
Warley Woods.  

We’ve had so much going on, 
it's hard to keep track, but 
recently we have held another 
successful quiz night totally 
run by volunteers with special 
thanks going to Alan and Gail 
Reynolds, Kate Slade, Andrew 
Maxam and Barbara Platts. 
Evenings like these are fun 
and are fund raisers for the 
park. Next off will be Santa in 
the Woods. Don't forget you 
can book to see Santa and I 
will be driving him through the 
Woods on his train / sleigh as 
usual on Sunday  

afternoon, the 11th December. 
Not only will there be Santa 
this year, there will be “Repton 
the Bear” in the theme of the 
bears we will soon have on 
sale, “Humphry” and “Repton” 
named after the famous 
landscape designer who 
produced his “Red Book” 
design for Warley Woods. Also 
in the spirit of Christmas will 
be our raffle – the prize being 
a Christmas hamper donated 
by the Co-Op at Quinton.  

Don't forget we also have on 
sale the “I love Warley Woods” 
mugs that are supporting 
buying new benches. If you 
come in by the compound at 
Lightwoods Hill, you will see 
some of the new benches now 
arrived waiting to be installed. 

Looking ahead, we have our 
full range of activities and 
events for 2017, and we are 
also planning our first open air 
cinema night in late August / 
early September, with 
arrangements almost 
completed with the company 
who would provide the event. 

So, to all our members and 
supporters, thank you for 
helping to make Warley 
Woods such a great place in 
2016. Have a happy festive 
season and let's look forward 
to a successful 2017 too. 

Steve Eling 
Chair of the Trust 
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Writing my piece for the 
LEAFlet always involves 
some reflection and some 
looking forward.  

I am thinking of the last few 
months and the things you 
might like to know about, and 
the things that are coming up 
are obviously uppermost in my 
mind.  But after 10 years at the 
Trust, it is probably a moment 
for special reflection.   

I have mentioned before about 
how things have got busier, but 
it is also how the balance has 
changed in every work day.   

Back in 2006-7 all the 
"business" seemed to take part 
in the other side of the Pavilion 
- the cafe and shop - which the 
Trust didn't manage, we were 
just tucked in an annex at the 
back.  Six months later we 
were managing the shop and 
another six months later we 
managed to knock through the 
office wall to connect us with 
the shop.   

From then on Kathy and I no 
longer felt on the margins of 
the building, but in the thick of 
things.  Now, sometimes, all 
that can be achieved in a day 
is deal with the enquiries, 
visitors and lost dogs.  Nothing 
gets ticked off any list and 
certainly no investment work 
for the future.   

Future focus  

I think one of the hardest 
things I have to do at work is 
try to keep focused on the 
future while not getting swept 

away with the day to day 
hubbub.  It is lovely meeting 
people – it’s what keeps us all 
motivated at the Trust - but it 
would be so easy to go home 
just thinking it was a job well 
done to have coped with all the 
things the day has thrown at 
us.   

I have to remind myself that if 
the longer term work hadn't 
happened, we would not have 
restored the fountain, turned 
the soil mountain into the 
Wilderness or helped make the 
site a place where 
sparrowhawks feel happy to 
nest.   

Bedrock 

We wouldn't have our bedrock 
of new members and monthly 
donors.  We wouldn't be the  
charity people think about 
when having a raffle or  
collection. We wouldn't have 
Green Flag Award, a golf 
course that is the talk of local 
golfers for its quality, a thriving 
Facebook group, an online 
shop, a Warley Woof initiative.  
We wouldn't have a new IT 
system and marketing plan. 

When I began work in Warley 
Woods it was all about the 
future.  After all my first brief 
was "make the Trust 
sustainable" - you have 18 
months and after that there is 
no money for your salary (quite 
a good motivator).  

I was recently looking back at 
my first ever "to do list" from 
November 2006 (yes I have 
kept them all) and of course 
everything there was about the 
future.  There was no 
"business as usual" as there 
hadn't been staff for months. 

Now my list is mostly current 
things which a big long section 
called "for future attention" and 
things have to find a time gap 
to jump into the "do now" 
section. 

This isn't a moan in any way - 
it is an incredibly nice problem 
to have.  After 10 years there 
are still more ideas and more 
ambitions - not less.   

Will she stay? 

Some people ask if I'll stay at 
Warley Woods, or why I stay - 
well to quote Stephen Covey 
(whose grid I have adapted to 
organise my time), I'm a 
"completer finisher" and my ‘to 
do’ list still has too many things 
on it - I can't stop until the 
"future attention" box is blank.  

Despite the big list, we are still 
able to be fleet of foot with 
some ideas.   

Viv’s Round Up
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A casual remark about me giving up alcohol for 
November, led to the "Big Staff Slimdown" 
where I think we will have raised over £1,000 
between us, giving up the food and drink we are 
most addicted to for a month (as least).  Ideas 
for the shop - mugs, teddy bears, even Warley 
Woods rock (I don't think I have won that one 
though) come up as casual ideas and within a 
fortnight we can have things on the shelves. 

People’s choice 

In the last three months, there has been so 
much to be proud of - becoming one of the 
People's Choice parks - one of the ten favourite 
parks in the UK.  Having a golf course with 
greens that are the best people have ever seen 
them.  Being adopted by the Co-op as one of 
their local charities.  Having our best summer 
and autumn for events - a massive Picnic, best 
ever theatre audience  (in the pouring rain) a full 
bat walk, quiz and over 500 people at 
Halloween. 

Still more to do though and hopefully in 2017, 
we'll be talking about the former rose garden 
paths being resurfaced, the school groups 
planting woodland plants, maybe the possibility 
of an extra member of staff and even a design 
competition for the new building - some of these 
will happen, some may be delayed  - but it won't 
be for want of trying.   Then you can ask for 
some new things to go on that "future attention" 
list. 

Viv 

Happy anniversary! 

To celebrate their tenth anniversary Warley 
Woods Pacers will be holding its annual New 
Years Day Hangover Run. This celebratory 
event will start at 10am 1st January 2017.  

For more details please contact 
warleywoodspacers@btinternet.com' 

Pictured above, Warley Woods bears, Humphry 
and Repton, with a photo of the man they are 
named after. 

Humphry Repton is the designer of the 
landscape at Warley Woods. He created it for 
Samuel Galton Junior who owned the farm land 
and wanted to create a pleasure ground to 
surround a new house. He was particularly 
famous for showing his customers his design 
ideas bound as a red leather book. The 
‘Repton’s Red Book’ for Warley Park is kept at 
Smethwick Library. The Community Trust has a 
copy which people can look at. 

You can read more about the history of Warley 
Woods on the Trust website  
http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/about-the-park/
humphry-repton/ 

I Love Warley Woods bears now on sale in the 
Trust shop and at Webb’s Walled Garden shop.   

The bear on the right is called Humphry and the 
one on the left, Repton.  They are on sale for 
£12 to raise funds for Warley Woods. 
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We would love to think that, 
when the time was right, any 
one of our supporters might 
think of including a gift for 
Warley Woods in their will.   

A gift that would help preserve 
the loveliness of Warley Woods 
for future generations to enjoy.   

Making a will is one of those 
things that many people put off.  I 
know I did, until I had to deal with 
both my mum and dad's estates 
and I realised how helpful it was 
that they had spelled out for me, 
what they wanted me to do.   

Of course that prompted me to get 
my husband and myself to sort 
ours out and it is nice to know that 
it is off my ‘to do’ list.  I know that 
some people aren't sure how to 
go about it, and so we asked one 
of our members, Clive, who is a 
family solicitor if he could answer 
some questions for us to help 
demystify the process.  We hope 
you find his answers useful.    

If you are thinking about getting 
your will arranged or altered, we 
also have some more advice on 
our website. 

How do I leave a legacy?  

There is one simple way of 
leaving a legacy and that is to 
ensure that it is written in your 
will.  Recording it in your will is 
the best way to ensure that 
your wishes are met after your 
death. 

Do I have a say in how the 
legacy will be spent? Or 
what will happen to the 
money? 

Yes.  The purpose of a will is 
to specify how you want the 

legacy to be spent and/or who 
should spend it, and on what 
terms. 

Does a will have to be done 
with a Solicitor? 

No, but probably advisable to 
do so.  It is possible for an 
individual to write their own 
will without professional 
assistance, and many people 
do so successfully, but it is 
also very easy to make a 
mistake when writing or 
signing it, which can render it 
invalid or ambiguous. For the 
will to be legally valid, you 
must: 

• be 18 or over 

• make it voluntarily 

• be of sound mind 

• make it in writing 

• sign it in the presence of 2 
witnesses who are both over 
18 

• have it signed by your 2 
witnesses, in your presence 

It is advisable to get a Solicitor 
to draft your will to avoid the 
uncertainty of it being 
challenged or rendered invalid 
later. Furthermore, Solicitors 
are regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority and are 
insured against mistakes. 

Can my donation to a 
charity be anonymous? 
Yes it can. 
Do I have to tell 
Beneficiaries when I leave 
them money in my will? 

No.  It is not a legal 
requirement that you tell 
Beneficiaries when you leave 
them money, however, it is 
recommended that they are 
informed of the nature and 
extent of their entitlement from 
the Estate under the will so 
that they can be aware of their 
interest if the Executor(s) does 
not follow your wishes or pre-
deceases them. 

What is the threshold for 
inheritance tax? 

Inheritance Tax is paid if a 
person’s estate (their property, 
money and possessions) are 
valued above the threshold 
applicable at the time of death. 
This is called the ‘Inheritance 
Tax threshold’.  The current 
inheritance tax (IHT) threshold 
is £325,000 per person. It can 
be effectively doubled for a 
married couple - as long as 
the first person to die leaves 
their entire estate to their 
spouse. Anything above the 
threshold is subject to 
inheritance tax, currently 40%. 
This rate may be reduced to 
36% if 10% or more of the 
estate is left to charity. 

What is an Executor? 

An Executor is the person 
named in the will by the 
Testator (the person making 
the will) to carry out the 
instructions of the will. That is, 
dealing with the estate.  There 
can be more than one. 

Gifts in Wills
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Duties of an Executor will 
include the following: 
ascertaining the 
whereabouts of the will, 
being responsible for making 
a probate application, 
distributing the assets to the 
beneficiaries in accordance 
with the wishes of the 
testator of the will. 
Can a Beneficiary be an 
Executor? 
Yes.  
How do I prepare for the 
meeting with the Solicitor? 
When you meet with the 
Solicitor, you’ll want to make 
the most of that meeting as 
Solicitors usually charge an 
hourly rate, sometimes even 
for an initial consultation, so 
it is important to be efficient. 
Firstly, your Solicitor will want 
to know a little bit about who 
you are and how they can 
contact you if they need to. 
So having your contact 
details ready will be useful. 
Secondly, your Solicitor may 
want details from you about 
what assets you have, who 
you want to be the 
beneficiaries of your will and 
information about any 
legacies you want to make.  
Thus, you should have all the 
personal contact details 
available for all Executors 
and Beneficiaries. 
How long does the process 
take? 
Assuming that everything is 
fairly straightforward and all 
the information is gathered 
quickly, the Solicitor would 
likely be able to draft the will 
within a few days.  After 
proofing, checking the draft, 

the will must be executed.  It 
should all be done within 
about one week. 

How much does it cost? 
The charges for drawing up a 
will vary and also depend on 
the complexity of the will.  
Before making a decision on 
who to instruct it is advisable 
to check with a few local 
Solicitors to see how much 
they charge. Typically, a 
single will to be drawn up by 
a Solicitor will cost between 
£100 and £200 and a joint 
will for couples will attract a 
small discount. If assets or 
personal affairs are complex, 
such as involving trusts or 
oversea properties, it may 
cost more. 

******* 

Calling all dog owners 

Note to dog owners.  Please be 
aware that your dog should have 
a tag on its collar with your name 
on and a contact number.  This 
has been a legal requirement for 
many years now, but we meet 
many owners who still don't 
seem to know that.   

When we have a stray dog in the 
office, it can take many hours of 
work to reunite an owner and 
their pet if they don't have a tag 
on - but it can take mere minutes 
if they do.   

Owners often say "it's chipped" 
but that doesn't help us, or kind 
members of the public who want 
to do the right thing.   If you don't 
have an ID tag on your dog's 

collar now, please make a note 
to sort this as soon as you can - 
you never know when they are 
going to take themselves for a 
walk.   
Thank you. 

Fundraising News 

Thanks to everyone who took 
part in the Fundraising Quiz 
last month.  We raised over 
£600 which will go towards 
the work of the Trust. 

******* 

Mugs buy first bench! 

We have now sold enough I 
Love Warley Woods mugs to buy 
the first bench!  In fact we've 
been able to order 4 new 
benches thanks to the generosity 
of an individual, a donation of 
£1400 from Nisa at Pottery Road 

Warley - and of course all of you 
who have bought the mugs.  

BUT we still need more benches 
- so what better  Christmas 
stocking filler than a Warley 
Woods mug. Only £5 and half of 
that goes towards the benches.
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Reports

Looking forward to the new 
year… 

Bird Walk 

Liz Coleman one of our trustees 
and a volunteer at RSPB will be 
leading the annual Bird Walk on 
Saturday January 28th starting at 
10 am at the Pavilion.  This will be 
an opportunity to see how many 
different birds can be seen in the 
Woods, and also to learn how you 
can spot them.  Maybe we'll see 
the Sparrowhawks - or the Harris 
Hawk! If you've got binoculars do 
bring them along.  Advance 
booking not necessary. There will 
be a small charge for the event. 

Fence on Lightwoods Hill will 
soon be as good as new! 

Thanks to the Uninsured Drivers' 
Fund the damaged fence panels 
on Lightwoods Hill can now be 
replaced.  The car was not being 
driven by the owner and their 
insurance company would not 
pay, so after all that wrangling we 
finally got the money from this 
fund via the Motor Insurers' 
Bureau.  Cost is going to be 
£3000! 
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People’s Choice Awards – 
Britain’s favourite Parks 

The Trust is pleased to announce 
that online voting for Britain’s 
favourite Green Flag parks 
resulted in Warley Woods coming 
in the top ten!  This year, the 20th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of Green Flag, the organisation 
decided to make an award to all of 
the top 10 parks without putting 
them in any order.  We have a big 
new banner to put up, and it will 
go on the railings at the main 
entrance to the site on Lightwoods 
Hill. 

Thanks to those of you who took 
the trouble to vote.  We really feel 
that it is a reflection of the 
community involvement at Warley 
Woods and the affection in which 
people hold the site that enabled 
us to do so well.  We must not rest 
on our laurels, however, and the 
Trust has lots of ideas for future 
developments for the site and the 
activities which take place there. 

Select Committee on the future of Public Parks 
Recently the Communities and Local Government Select Committee 
established an inquiry into the future of Public Parks.  They invited 
written submissions and from them asked various organisations to 
give oral evidence. 

The trustees of Warley Woods thought that it would be helpful to 
provide information on the model that we have adopted and how it 
works for us, and a written submission was sent in in September.  
There were over 400 written submissions, so a lot of evidence for the 
MPs to read!  They have been meeting with various groups during 
October and November and will then be producing a report looking at 
the future of Parks.  This could be very significant for future funding 
and support from the Local Authorities. 

We found the exercise very useful in helping us to understand how 
the Trust has evolved, what are its strengths and weaknesses and 
how we might develop in the future.  The report is a public document 
and if any members would like to read it, and hopefully better 
understand the history of the Trust and its future, it is available on our 
website at www.warleywoods.org.uk/content/general/select2016.pdf

http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/content/general/select2016.pdf
http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/content/general/select2016.pdf
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Santa is coming 

This year Santa will be in the Woods on Saturday 
10th and Sunday 11th December.  

 On Saturday children can visit him in his grotto at 
the Pavilion from 10 am until 4 pm and slots can 
be reserved  between 10 and 3.50 pm.  Ring the 
shop on 429 2440 to secure your child's booking.  
Cost is £3 per child.   

On Sunday Santa will again be in his grotto from 
1.50 until 3.50 and bookings between these times 
can be made through the shop.  After that he will 
be going through the Woods on his sleigh-train  
starting at the fountain at 4 pm.  Come and meet 
him there and follow him back to his grotto where 
he will see more children (no booking, just 
queueing for this!)  There will also be mince pies, 
mulled wine, gift stalls and a chance to win a 
Christmas Hamper kindly donated by the local Co-
op at Quinton.   

Our Santa event is sponsored by Wolf's: the 
property professionals.

In the shop this Christmas

On sale in the shop are our new Warley Woods 
Christmas cards with three new designs. They 
are £1.95 for a pack of 3 or £5 for three packs (if 
bought in the shop).   

The new gift cards at £1 each are also on sale, 
as well as Simon Lea's calendars with 12 
glorious pictures of Warley Woods (£10) and 
Andrew Maxam's Vintage Images calendars - 
one of Harborne and one of Smethwick and 
Bearwood (£5.99) with lots of wonderful old 
photos of the area.   

Pop into the shop when you're passing and browse 
these and other gifts - many locally made. 

Why not sponsor a tree as a 
present this Christmas? 

Annual adoption of a tree is £25. For this, you 
or the person you are sending it to, will receive 
a certificate which acknowledges your donation 
and which shows the location of the tree.

Contact Us: 
Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill,  Smethwick,  B67 5ED 
Charity number: 1092754: 
Tel: 
0121 420 1061 (office) 
0121 429 2440 (golf bookings and shop) 
E-mail: admin@warleywoods.org.uk

Seasonal Greetings!

Give a gift of Trust membership this Christmas

Membership costs £6 for an individual, £4 for concessions and £12 for a family 
living at the same address.  This can be done online or by calling in to the shop.

mailto:admin@warleywoods.org.uk
mailto:admin@warleywoods.org.uk


 

For a chance to win the prize please return the completed crossword to WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 
Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick B67 5ED by January 4th 2017. 

Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address:………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Phone/e-mail………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Answers to Autumn Crossword: 
Across: 1) Jumpers; 5) Bass; 9) Alien; 10) Glisten; 11) Steam; 12) Wary; 15) Erring; 16) Slated; 19) Cape; 
20) Cabal; 22) Editors; 23) Incur; 24) Site; 25) Legging 
Down:  2) Unit; 3) Penitent; 4) Ragbag; 6) Attracts; 7) Sunny; 8) Castle; 13) Trappist; 14) Clearing; 17) 
Depart; 18) Hassle; 19) Crews; 21) Icon

Across 
1)    The Walrus and the Carpenter talked                      
of  ‘.. and kings’  (8) 
5)    Used in plays or for washing line (4)    
9)    Pub snack – and cartoon  (7) 
10)  Mined around material (5) 
11)  Top of a house  (4) 
12)  Mask hay to make a veil  (7) 
14)  Make certain (6) 
16)  Eden was said to be the first (6) 
19)  Chained (anag) Australian animal (7) 
21)  Stag makes labels (4) 
24)  Bay (5) 
25)  A talk – often in a theatre? (7) 
26)  Foot complaint or food?  (4) 
27)  Ways in  (8)

Down 
1)    Type of mushrooms  (4)        
2)    One of the best comics (5)    
3)    Porous deposit or rock holding water (7)    
4)    Students have to write these (6)    
6)    Changed by Deed Poll  (7) 
7)    Veg for Hallowe’en?  (8) 
8)    Does changed for poems (4) 
13)  A circle ‘e converts to vegetable (8)  
15)  Old fashioned term for pupil (7)  
17)  Could be definite or indefinite (7) 
18)  Cigar with learner makes pungent  
       foodstuff  (6)  
20)  Information (4) 
22)  Sticks together (5) 
23)  Apes about vegetables (4)

Winter Crossword by Humph
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