
 1 

 

Summer 2014     

IN THIS ISSUE 

 

Page 1 

Chair’s Report 
 

Page 2-3 

Viv’s Round Up 
 

Page 3-4 

Decade of Dedication 
 

Page 5 

Golf Report 

 

Page 5-6 

Warley Woods - 
What was it like 10 
years ago? 
 

Page 7 

 Thank You! 
 Events 
 

Page 8 

Humph’s Crossword 

money that sets Warley Woods aside 
from other parks. Our volunteers include 
individuals who come to our Sunday and 
Monday sessions to work in the park; 
corporate volunteers who come from 
supporting employers; and all those who 
serve as board members and sub-group 
members of the Trust, managing the 
business and organising events. What’s 
been particularly impressive this year is 
how people met the challenge to raise 
money for new benches following the 
vandal attack last year. The support 
through “Walk for the Woods” was     
fantastic and raised far more than we 
could have expected – so many thanks 
to all involved, the community can feel 
rightly proud of itself. 
 
Whilst we are very proud of the level of 
support that the Trust receives and the 
way most people have consideration for 
others using the park as well,             
unfortunately this does not extend to 
everyone. We have had a growing    
number of complaints, especially in    
relation to the control of dogs where 
people are concerned for their children, 
golfers (who have paid to use the 
course) have their games disrupted, and 
even large dogs attacking other dogs. 
We have also had complaints that some 
people are playing golf without paying, 
entering the park at the Lenwade Road 
gate and starting on the third tee. In law 
this is theft. To tackle these issues, 
Board members have started new     
patrols, talking to people, promoting the 
use of the park for the benefit everyone. 
When I’ve been out doing this, I have to 
say that people have been pleasant and 
appreciative of the work the Trust does. 
Sadly we have had some incidents 
where people have been downright rude 
and threatening insisting that they can 
do whatever they  
 

want when they want to and damn  
everyone else. The behaviour of these 
people has been disgusting, especially 
when you consider they have been  
addressing people who work on a    
voluntary basis to make things better 
for the community. We will not be  
beaten by this though and will take all 
measures available to us to maintain 
the beneficial use of the park for all, 
and the safety of our volunteers. 
 
On a positive note though, we have a 
new project starting for dog walkers, 
“Warley Woof”. This promotes the use 
of the park by all of the responsible dog 
walkers that we have and will offer  
benefits to those who become       
members. For more information see 
Viv’s piece in this Leaflet, check out the 
details on the Trust’s website or call 
into the Pavilion for a leaflet. 
 
I’ve had many people ask why there 
are so many crows on the meadow. 
The issue has been brought about by 
the mild wet winter that meant that 
bugs that are usually killed off in large 
numbers have survived. Apparently 
what we and many other sites across 
the country have is an abundance of 
daddy longlegs larvae, which are being 
eaten by the crows. I don’t know if this 
will lead to a swarm of daddy longlegs 
or just lots of overweight birds. 
 
Finally, don’t forget Picnic in the Park 
and Theatre in the Woods coming up. 
Lots to do for all the family at Warley 
Woods. 
 
 
 

Steve Eling 
Chair of Trust 
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Thanks for so much support 

I’m writing my article this time 
on the morning after the     
annual volunteers social 
evening, where we recognise 
all the hard work put in by so 
many volunteers. It is this lev-
el of local support by people 
giving their time and raising 
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I am really pleased to be 
able to announce the 
launch of a new project for 
the Community Trust called 
“Warley Woof”.  OK you’ve 
guessed it, it is about dogs!  
Dogs and their owners are 
such important park users 
that we wanted a project 
which would help bring 
them and the Community 
Trust closer together.  Many 
dog walkers already act as 
the eyes and ears of the 
Trust every day, letting us 
know about problems, but 
we wanted to be seen to 
actively encourage this and 
to offer something in return.  
We also wanted to          
encourage responsible dog 
ownership as while 95% of 
dogs and their owners 
cause no issues at all, there 
are some others who    
maybe need some help and 
encouragement to share 
the site positively with other 
park visitors. 
 
The official project will run 
from now until March 31

st
 

2015, but we hope this will 
just build aspects which will 
live on beyond this date.  
We are working in         
partnership with Warley and 
District Dog Training Club 
(who some people refer to 
as Quinbourne, because of 
where the classes run) to 
offer advice and some   
training for pet owners. 

 

So what is Warley Woof?  
There is a membership 
scheme where we are    
encouraging dog owners to 
register their pets with us 
for a small one off fee, and 
we will hold details on our 
Dog Log to help to reunite 
lost pets quickly with their 
owners. Members will also 
get an email newsletter, 
and an invitation to an     
annual event to give the 
Trust feedback and hear 
news.  They will also get 
priority for some of the free 
training we have on offer.  
When people join they will 
be given a lovely blue     
coloured bone shaped poo 
bag holder with our logo on 
them.  We hope they will 
clip these to their dog lead 
so that other members will 
start to recognise each   
other and feel able to chat.  
Membership (one-off) is just 
£4 until 31

st
 March 2015, 

when it will go up to £6. 
 
For the training, Warley 
Dog Training Club will be 
running advice sessions 
near the dog shows at both 
the Picnic (13

th
 July) and All 

About Dogs (7
th
 September) 

and they will also be doing 
some Companion Walks to 
help with socialisation and 
using the park and          
interacting with other park 
users.  We will be            
announcing dates for these 
walks later on.  Look out for 
the Warley Woof Flag to 
find them. 
 
We will also be having 
some special training    
advice seminars on dog 
behaviour which will need 

to be booked but will be 
free of charge.  Our first 
one is on 28

th
 June with 

Hannah of Perfect        
Pawsense at the Pavilion.  
There are two seminar    
sessions: 10am -12 noon 
and 2pm – 4pm. Places will 
need to be booked on   
0121 429 2440. Hannah will 
be also be around between 
12 and 2 to answer      
questions and offer informal 
advice and guidance. 
 
Even if people don’t want to 
join -  we know that        
everyone isn’t a joiner - 
then the leaflet about    
Warley Woof helps to      
inform people about things 
we would like them to do 
when walking with a dog, 
and what the Community 
Trust does as well.   
 
There is also a facebook 
group “Warley Woof” which 
people can join to post their 
pictures and share news 
and info. 
 
If you are ready to join, pop 
into the shop for a form, or 
download one from our 
website  
http://warleywoods.org.uk/
content/general/Warley%
20Woof.pdf     
Bring it in with your £4 fee 
and photos of your pets, so 
we can put them on the 
Warley Woof Dog Log. If 
you know your microchip 
numbers then you can fill 
them in on the form, but we 
have a chip scanner in the 
shop so we can read them 
for you.  Many thanks to the 
Big Lottery Fund which has 
funded this project. 
 

Viv’s Round Up 

http://warleywoods.org.uk/content/general/Warley%20Woof.pdf
http://warleywoods.org.uk/content/general/Warley%20Woof.pdf
http://warleywoods.org.uk/content/general/Warley%20Woof.pdf
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Apart from doggy news, 
there are lots of other things 
going on.  We hope we will 
be able to offer a free Golf 
Summer Camp again this 
year, but we won’t know for 
a month if we have the   
funding, so keep an eye out 
on the website.  We have a 
session on Monday  21st      
July at 2pm with the Wildlife 
Trust learning about      
bluebells, so we can help to 
spread seed around the site. 
This is for anyone who 
wants to come. 
 
Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the Big Bench 
March, with a grant and a 
large family donation we 
have now raised over 
£6,000 and this doesn’t    
include the money raised 
last Autumn.  So everyone 
has done a phenomenal job 
helping us put the park back 
the way it should be.   
 

We looked into spraying the   
areas affected, but really we 
didn’t want to start using   in-
secticides on grassland unless 
absolutely            necessary, so 
we have    decided to wait and 
see.  They will be hatching soon 
anyway and we may be able to 
reseed some of the poor areas 
 
Finally, if you haven’t visited the 
shop recently, then come and 
see the refurbishment which is    
getting lots of compliments.  
Amazing what Sharon has 
achieved on a tiny budget.  As 
well as our golf supplies, we 
have lots of local crafts, bird 
seed, poo bags and toys – 
hopefully            something for 
everyone. 
 

Viv Cole 
Trust Manager 

By the time you read this, all 
of the six benches will be 
proudly in place. Thank you 
for your support and I really 
hope you will continue    
supporting us with other   
improvement work, if you 
can. 
 
If you have been walking the 
woods and worrying about 
the number of crows around 
and some of the dead  
patches on the meadow, 
well we can explain the  
phenomena.  We have had 
very large amounts of   
leatherjacket larvae in the 
soil.  There is normally some 
patchy damage but this 
year, maybe because of the 
warm winter, we have had 
very large numbers, so the 
damage is greater.  Not only 
do the leatherjackets eat the 
roots of the grass, the crows 
then do extra damage when 
they peck them out.  

Decade of Dedication 
 
After the Trust took over the management of Warley Woods in April 2004, responsibility for   

keeping it looking good fell to the community.  This was before any of the restoration work had 

begun and the site was still in an awful mess. The main drive was little more than a muddy     

footpath and dog mess and litter were everywhere. There were already volunteers who were 

trustees and members of the different sub groups - Restoration, Golf, Communications – but 

there seemed to be a need for other people who would be prepared to work outdoors helping to 

look after the park itself.  At that time there were only 2 groundstaff whose time was mainly spent 

maintaining the golf course, and the park and woods were sadly neglected. 

So, Paul Leadbitter, the Project Manager at the time, called a meeting for members of the Trust 

who might be interested in doing some practical work.  This took place on November 9
th
 2004 

and was attended by many local people. All agreed that       

something needed to be done and there followed a long         

discussion about how we might achieve this.  A suggestion came 

from John Mawditt, a local resident and early member of the 

Trust. He said that he worked for another  charity caring for an 

open space and they had a time set aside once a month where 

anyone could turn up and do whatever work was needed.     

Members present liked the idea and so was born Warley Woods’ 

‘Volunteer Sunday’ sessions.   



 4 

 

The first one of these took place on December 12
th
 that year, and to be honest I have no idea 

what we did!  At that time we had only a few tools so would have been limited in our activities. 
One of the main things that did need doing was to clear litter that had been thrown in the          
undergrowth and under trees.   Not just recent litter, however. This was litter that went back for 
years -  mattresses, chairs, hubcaps, bits of old kitchens – you name it,  it was there. We even 
found a wrapper from a Marathon chocolate bar that hadn’t been produced since 1990!  
     
Gradually more tools were purchased, and a huge range of tasks have been done over the last 10 
years. The work has ranged from pruning, planting trees, clearing brambles and nettles, weeding 
and restoring paths, planting hanging baskets, clearing out drains (ugh), litter picking, painting 
benches - and the list goes on. One of the things the volunteers are most proud of is  the          
development of a tree nursery. The ground was cleared and we gradually filled the space with 
saplings which had self seeded in the woods as well as whips that we bought as a result of 
grants. Hundreds of trees were planted there and  it is lovely to see the results of this work with 
some of the early trees now moved on from the nursery and planted in different places on the golf 
course and in the park. Even in the last few weeks groups of HSBC volunteers have added about 
100 new whips to the nursery which were donated to us by one of our volunteers. 
 
Gradually the sessions increased. We moved to having 2 Sunday sessions a month, and then a 
while later, 2 Monday sessions were added.  These continue to take place all through the year 
(only very occasionally have we had to abandon a session because of the weather) and there are 
always things to do.  We have help as well from some corporate groups such as HSBC and Virgin 
Trains, and their support is a real encouragement to the ‘regulars’. 
 
So what gets people started as volunteers?  ‘Lots of different reasons’ is the only real answer. 
Wanting to help make the local area a nicer place, enjoyment of the outdoors, a sense of helping 
the community and the friendship and social interaction that volunteer sessions can bring, would 
be some of them. We are always glad to see new people join us.  There is no commitment to   
regular attendance – come when you can.  What we need is a willingness to muck in, and along 
the way you may develop some new skills, share stories with the other volunteers and get some 
good exercise (cheaper than paying to go to the gym).  We have all ages, including several young 
people who have been undertaking their Duke of Edinburgh Award programme, and you don’t 
need to book in in advance. 
 
Sessions currently take place on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Sundays of each month starting at 10.30 am and 

finishing around 12.30 pm; and on 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays of each month starting at 2.00 pm and  

finishing at 4.00 pm.  The sessions are followed by free drinks in the café where we have a 
chance to unwind and catch up on the news about the Trust – and anything else!  We meet at the 
Pavilion and Kelvin, who is golf course and park manager, has usually organised a list of jobs that 
need doing. 
 
If you still aren’t sure if it’s for you, give Kathy or Viv a ring at the office and talk it through with 
them.  If you just want to try, come along to a session when you’re next free and see what we do.  
 
We’ll be glad to meet you! 
Kate Slade 

Bluebell Seed Scatter 
 

Monday 21st July 
2pm 

 
with the Wildlife Trust 
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Calling all golfers  - Warley Day June 21st                          
 
 

On Saturday 21
st
 June, Warley Woods Golf Club will be hosting 

their annual club competition – Warley Day.  The competition is 
open to all - Club members, guests and visitors - and there will also 
be a junior competition this year.  Prizes will be awarded to the 
overall Warley Day winner, Members Division 1 & 2 winners,     
runners up for men and ladies, and  guest and junior prizes too.   
 
There will be tee-times for an 18 holes competition, £15 entry, and 
also a 9 hole competition, £10 entry.   
 
The event is to be sponsored by Bristol Street Motors,             
Birmingham and there will be a fantastic chance to win a car, a 
golf holiday in Portugal, a 2 night stay and golf at the Marriott Forest of Arden or a set of    
Taylormade Irons, by getting an hole in one on the  4

th
, 2

nd
, 13

th
 or 11

th
. 

 
The presentation will take place around 6pm and there will be fun chipping and putting      
competitions running through the afternoon and evening with the winner taking the money pot 
home at the end of the day. 
 
The event is supported by Warley Woods Community Trust who offer a subsidised green fee 
to the club for the day and we look forward to seeing a full tee sheet with 80+ players in       
attendance. 
 
This day is open to all, so book your place now and enjoy the competitions with other 
golfers who play at Warley. Who knows – you might win a car! 
 
Sharon Simpson 

In this, the Trust’s tenth anniversary year, I 
thought it might be good to look back at what was 
happening during 2004, that momentous time 
when the we finally achieved handover of the 
park, woods and golf course and we became 
masters of our own destiny. Board papers from 
that year certainly make for interesting reading, 
and below is a snapshot of what was going on. 
 
The period leading up to handover on April 1

st
 

2004 was a frustrating one for all of us. It felt like 
both councils were trying to hold up the land 
transfer to the Trust and to delay progress on the 
restoration project. The Trust took its case to the 
Local Government Ombudsman, who found that 
the project had been delayed unnecessarily and 
ordered both Birmingham and Sandwell councils 
to pay the Trust £2500. This frustration and lack 
of progress took its toll on our Project Manager, 
Marion Blockley, who resigned at the start of 
2004.  

Her replacement, Paul Leadbitter, arrived from 
Canada to take up his post in June. Both Marion 
and Paul are owed a huge debt of gratitude for 
the perseverance they showed through these dif-
ficult early years.  
 
Early in 2004, Colin Buchanan agreed to become 
a Patron of the Trust. Colin’s continuing enthusi-
asm and support for what we do remains a 
source of strength, and he was on hand again 
just a couple of weeks back to present the 
awards at Volunteers ‘thank you’ night. Also in 
2004 the Trust approached Julie Walters, who 
was already a Patron, to see whether she would 
be available to stop by for an informal chat and 
visit to the park on the day she became a Free-
man of the Borough of Sandwell. Unfortunately 
on this occasion Julie did not have time to visit, 
although she did come for lunch and a walkabout 
a few years later. 

Warley Woods  -  What was it like 10 years ago? 
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At the time of handover, the golf course was not 
in a great condition. This was partly due to being 
starved of investment over many years by       
Birmingham, but also because the lack of fencing 
allowed dogs and dog-walkers to wander across 
the course willy-nilly, as well as encouraging the 
‘no-pay-but-play’ golf brigade. (Interestingly,     
although the course is now fenced and access 
restricted to two places, and continued hard work 
and investment by the Trust and ground staff has 
improved the quality of the course immeasurably 
we still faces problems of ‘twilight mystery      
customers’ and dogs on the course.) The  lack of 
fencing was also an issue around the other parts 
of the site - board minutes from January 2004 
record “another car dumped and set on fire in the 
park”. Two further burnt out cars were            
subsequently removed, before later in 2004 the 
Trust was able to secure the entire unfenced    
perimeter with bollards. 
 
A positive development saw the Trust secure 
grant funding to improve the Pavilion. Between 
March and July 2004 the Trust Manager’s office 
was built and the whole of the building re-roofed, 
thanks almost entirely to the tireless efforts of a 
number of volunteers. This enabled the Trust to 
give up its lease on the Rolfe Street office that 
had been Marion’s base and at last have a    
presence on the site.   On a less positive note, 
the minutes of the March board noted that        
environmental health inspected the café and 
“found it seriously wanting”. In retrospect, this 
was a timely wake-up call to the Trust: the café 
proprietor gave notice to quit soon after, which 
prompted the Trust to review the catering         
arrangements. A new café operator came along, 
prepared to invest in the facilities, which have 
improved beyond recognition, and created a 
community hub within the pavilion that is        
welcoming to all.  
 
In July the Trust successfully organised its third 
picnic in the park, which was attended by 1500 
people. The picnic continues, growing in        
popularity year on year, whatever the weather. 
Also, during summer 2004 two separate trustees 
were attacked by a woman with two rottweilers, 
while running in the woods. 
 
September board minutes record that an         
opportunity presented itself, through contacts at 
Sandwell, offering the Trust a quantity of free   
topsoil, to be used in reconstructing golf tees. 
This chance to upgrade the golf course free of 
charge was “too good to miss”.  

Too good to be true, more like, as events        
subsequently proved, when huge quantities of 
material of dubious quality were tipped in an    
uncontrolled manner. This presented the Trust 
with a range of challenges and a potential PR 
disaster - from which it learned many valuable 
lessons. The dumped soil was eventually        
declared safe and was later used by the Trust to 
its advantage to create the Wilderness.  
 
Re-reading board minutes from 2004 makes it 
clear that immediately following handover the 
Trust had to learn to stand on its own two feet; 
and to make decisions on a wide range of issues 
– some serious, some urgent and some slightly 
bizarre. This last category probably includes the 
request we received midway through 2004 from a 
local resident who wanted to land a helicopter in 
the meadow, as part of his wedding celebration. 
This highlighted an urgent need for the Trust to 
have an events policy on hand to deal with such 
requests. This particular request prompted a   
series of email exchanges between board    
members that are best described as “lively and 
forthright”. 
 
Towards the end of 2004 another little issue 
emerged that was set to run and run. A report by 
Sandwell’s structural engineers indicated that the 
stretch of walling that separates the golf course 
from the top of Abbey Road was not a retaining 
wall, and recommended a course of repairs. This 
opinion was challenged by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund monitoring officer (the person who was    
appointed by the HLF to link with the project to 
ensure the grant money was spent properly) and 
the stalemate resulting from this difference of 
opinion dragged on for many months. It resulted 
in delays in getting the project started and much 
frustration for the staff and trustees.  However, in 
the words of Julie Walters’ autobiography, “that’s 
another story”. 
 
 
Alan Reynolds 
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Thank you! 
 

In August 2013 six memorial benches were destroyed in one week when they were taken 
from their sites and set alight. Park users, staff and trustees were dismayed by this     
wanton destruction and although the trust board took an immediate decision to seek to 
restore all of the benches, this was within the confines of a very tight budget. It is           
especially pleasing to be able to report that all six benches have now been replaced and 
will all soon be in place in the former rose garden. In reporting this we must say a huge 
thank you to all those who have contributed, in many different ways, to making this     
happen. 
 
Thank you to all those whose immediate reaction was to offer pounds and pennies to   
replace the benches; to Ibstock Corey who gave a grant; to Unity Bank who made a     
donation; to the Heskey family who chose to make a donation in remembrance of Stan 
Heskey; to the Crafty Muthas who donated raffle takings from the Bearwood Handmade 
Spring Fair; and to the many people who joined or sponsored others taking part in the Big 
Bench Walk in March 2014.  In total £6109 was raised to replace all six benches. 
 
As money became available we had to consider whether to replace ‘like with like’ or to go 
for something which might prove more robust.  The area of the park the benches were 
taken from is at the heart of the park and is least visible from any of the surrounding 
roads. The site committee and the trust manager spent some time looking at bench      
designs and talking to manufacturers before recommending to the board the benches you 
can now see in place. 
 
No design or construction is invincible but we feel happy that we now have benches which 
are comfortable and extremely sturdy, and of an attractive design. You may have noticed 
the feature incorporating the 2014 date of installation. 
So thanks again to all those who made this possible. 

Liz Haydon 
 

Picnic in the Park 
 

Sunday 13th July 
1pm-6pm 

 
 
Sponsored by Companion Care Vets 
 

 

 

Macbeth 
 

Sunday 3rd August  
7.30pm  

Heartbreak Theatre  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by Derek Spires Estate Agents  
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Summer Crossword by Humph 

The first correct entry out of the hat will win a prize. To enter please send the grid with your details below to 
WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, B67 5ED by July 8

th 

Name:………………………………………………Contact number:………………………………………………. 
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Answers to Humph’s Spring crossword: 
Across: 1) Besotted; 5) Long; 9) Closest; 10) Eagle; 11) Eyam; 12) Awnings; 14) Little; 16) Toucan; 19) Exposer; 21) 
Tote; 24) Erred; 25) Freeway; 26) Lady; 27) Realised 
Down: 1) Back; 2) Snowy; 3) Thermal; 4) Extras; 6) Organic; 7) Greasing; 8) Keen; 13) Bluebell; 15) Tapered;    
17) Outsell; 18) Trifle; 20) Side; 22) Towns; 23) Eyed 
 
Thanks to all who entered. The winner was Meg Clevely from Llanidloes 

Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5ED 

Office:  0121 420 1061 Shop:   0121 429 2440  Golf bookings:  0121 429 2440 
Email:   admin@warleywoods.org.uk  Website:  www.warleywoods.org.uk 

1 
  

  2   3   4   5   6   7 

                          

8               9         

                          

10           11 12           

        13 14               

15   16         17 18       19 

          20 21             

22       23       24   25     

                          

26           27             

                          

28               29         

Across: 
1)    Second largest city in Oklahoma  (5) 
4)    Last book of the Old Testament (7) 
8)    Port and former capital of Pakistan (7) 
9)    Red wine from Southern France (5) 
10)  Town in S Finland, about 60 miles NE of 
       Helsinki  (5) 
11)  First women to fly solo across the 
       Atlantic, Emilia _______  (7) 
13)  See 1 down 
15)  Eric  ____, British spy novel writer 1909-98(6) 
17)  The palace which is official residence of 
       French President  (6) 
20)  River in N France  (4) 
22)  See 1 down 
24)  Marconi developed this form of 
       communication  (5) 
26)  Yellowish pigment  (5) 
27)  River rising in S. Venezuela (7) 
28)  Female siblings  (7) 
29)  City in Central province, Sri Lanka (5) 
  

Down: 
1),22a),13a)  Harper Lee’s only novel (2,4,1,7,4) 
2)    Coniferous tree with deciduous leaves, genus 
       Larix  (5) 
3)    To credit with something  (7) 
4)    Surname of US author of ‘The Naked 
       and the Dead’   Norman _______(6) 
5)    Prisoner who’s not going to get out of jail (5) 
6)    Curved, one-edged sword  (7) 
7)    Group of people in Northern Canada (5) 
12)  Thomas _____, modern British classical 
       music composer  (4) 
14)  Metal, chemical symbol Fe  (4) 
16)  Ancient God of wine (7) 
18)  Town in Shetland  (7) 
19)  Study of relationships between living 
       things and their environment  (7) 
21)  7 down may live in them  (6) 
22)  People of North Africa of Arab/Berber descent  
(5) 
23)  Greek Goddess of Peace  (5) 
25)  Die in the water  (5) 


