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the green flag. It’s always going to be 
a bit of a tense moment because we 
don’t know the judges or if they have 
been to the Woods before. Having 
said that I think report hat the whole 
park including the golf course is  
looking fantastic and I’m sure we will 
impress. I hope to be able to make a 
positive t in the next edition.  
 
Keeping the park looking so good 
comes down to the quality day to day 
maintenance by our staff and the 
work of many volunteers, far too 
many to mention by name, although 
we do have an event each year to 
give recognition to all those that give 
up their time for the Woods. I do 
want to mention Arthur and Mick 
though, who have now completed 
the re-tiling of the fountain. It’s great 
to see the fountain back to full repair, 
and with the use of cedar shingles 
now it won’t be so vulnerable to 
those people who only want to   
damage it. 
 
We are also carrying out further    
improvements at the pavilion. The 
Padgham Room is getting a      
makeover this month, and it will   
definitely benefit from some new   
décor. We are also looking at        
improving the lobby when funds    
allow. 

There has been much in the news 
recently about diseases attacking 
trees and this is something we have 
to be constantly aware of. Whilst 
our trees are beautiful and go a 
long way to making the park what it 
is, they can also present a major 
hazard. We have to manage this 
risk which can come from high 
winds; fungus; or hostile insects. 
That’s why sometimes we have to 
fell trees and why we are growing 
our own rather than importing for 
new planting around the park. So 
far we have not seen any Ash tree 
“die back” among our trees, which 
appear to be a major problem 
around the country. 
 
Finally there’s lots going on in the 
Woods this summer and “picnic in 
the park” promises to be another 
great event this year, especially if 
the weather is with us. I look         
forward to seeing you there. 
 

Steve Eling 
Chair of Trust 
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Lots going on this summer 

I’m writing my piece for this 
edition of the Leaflet just a 
few days before this year’s 
visit by the “Green Flag” 
judges. Ever since we first 
entered, we have scored 
highly against all of the   
criteria used for awarding 

“6 after 6” 

We have a new offer for golfers! 

If you play after 6pm, then a 9 

hole round will cost you £6. 

This is a great offer for squeez-

ing in a game after work and 

before it gets dark! Booking a 

tee time is advisable. Book on  

0121 429 2440.  
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Just before writing my piece this time, we 
had our Volunteer Thank You night.  Just 
once a year we try and invite everyone we 
know has helped the Community Trust and 
offer some wine and nibbles and friendly 
thanking atmosphere.  I always say a few 
words and this year I broadened out my 
thoughts about people who help and I’d like 
to share some of that here with you too. 
 
What is a volunteer?”   
Sometimes this seems an easy question to 
answer. 
 
My personal, off the top of my head      defi-
nition would be someone who gives their 
time for free for the benefit of others.  At 
Warley Woods that seems to mean  trus-
tees, volunteer maintenance peeps, those 
who help at an event, fundraisers. They 
make it to my list, to our database, in our 
stats to the council. 
 
One dictionary definition says a volunteer 
“is a person who does something,          es-
pecially helping other people, willingly and 
without being forced or paid to do it”:  Now 
that broadens it out a bit as it doesn’t men-
tion giving time  This then broadens 
“volunteers” out to those people who seem 
to be on the borderline.   
 
What about someone who: 
shares an email about what is happening at 
Warley Woods? 
 walks for the woods and gets     spon-

sored. 
 mentions the golf course and that it is 

charity run to a friend 
 takes the time to drop in a bottle of 

wine for the volunteer evening 
 picks up a piece of litter while walking 

their dog 
 adds a photo to facebook for others to 

enjoy 
 brings in a tombola prize 
 calls in to tell us litter has been 

dumped off Barclay Road 
 puts out a fire  
 tells us their story for our oral history 

record 
 

We’d probably call these people supporters, 
but they have definitely done something for 
someone else and it has definitely taken 
time and it has definitely helped and had an 
impact. 

Then we have another group of  supporters 
who give.  But this sort of group maybe don’t 
have time to give or aren’t able to get physi-
cally involved so they 
 Buy a raffle ticket 
 Set up a standing order 
 Pay for some logs 
 Sponsor a tree 
 Join as a member 
 
I am sure these people wouldn’t consider 
themselves volunteers or expect an invite to 
a Volunteer Night but they have also done 
something willingly to help others.           
Traditionally we’d probably call them        
donors. 
 
Many of these people, maybe you too, 
probably don’t even think to define       them-
selves.   Are they a volunteer, a      sup-
porter or a donor –- maybe they are all three 
and it probably doesn’t bother them what 
someone might be calling them.  They are 
just “doing their bit” “helping out” and they 
wouldn’t even worry about a thank you.  But 
they, like the “volunteers” are vital to the 
success of Warley Woods Community Trust. 
 
It is with the help of all these people that we 
have been able to do what we have done 
and achieve what we have achieved.  They 
have all contributed to the soul of Warley 
Woods which is behind the beautiful      
landscape. 

Viv’s Volunteer Musings 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=person
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=especially
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=especially
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=helping
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=people
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=willingly
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=forced
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/search/british/direct/?q=paid
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Sometimes I think how can running one 
park take so much time and involve so 
many people and quite frankly have so 
many plates spinning at the same time 
and the truth is.  It doesn’t take all these 
people.  It doesn’t need to involve all 
these plates.  We could do it quite simply 
– we could just mow the grass.  But we 
don’t, we don’t want simple, we don’t want 
easy, we don’t just want the grass mown.  
We want it to be as wonderful as it can be.  
So it takes every one of us, every large, 
medium or small bit everyone has to offer 
to do it so successfully. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

So as well as thank you to all the volunteer, 
thank you also to those undefinable        
supporters, donors, time givers, promoters: - 
the Warley Wooders.  Thank you to you all.  
 

Viv Cole 
Trust Manager 

 

 
 

2013 Golf Promotions 

 
We are looking to welcome new golfers to our great golf course and have a plan of offers 
and promotions during 2013 to  welcome them to experience golf in the peace and     
tranquillity of Warley Woods. During April and May we welcomed some new and returning 
golfers to the course after a spring campaign     offering ‘2 for a tenner’. This was a great 
offer and is now been followed in June and July by the return of Twilight Golf.  Players 
dropping in for a game after work are been treated to a discount on fees in the £6 after 
6pm promotion.  With our close commuter links from Birmingham City Centre and     
Junctions 2 & 3 of the M5 we are an ideal stop off on the way home for working    golfers. 
 
Greg Lynch, our golf pro, has released dates for a range of group sessions for new and 
improver golfers.  The Introduction to Golf session planned for Sunday 14

th
 July will give 

complete beginners a chance to try the sport in a two hour lesson for £20. 
This can then be followed by a 4 or 6 week coaching course which take place on         
Saturday afternoons or Wednesday evenings, at a cost of £39;  the final lesson takes 
place on the course putting all the skills learnt into practice. 
 
Look out for future offers in the local press or if you would like to be added to our golfer 
database to hear about new offers and promotions first please call the golf shop on  
0121 429 2440.  

Sharon Simpson 

Golf in Warley Woods 

Bids in Warley Woods 

My name is Barbara Platts and I have been 
involved with the trust for around twelve 
years; recently retired they asked me to write 
a piece about my experiences with birds in 
the Woods. Somebody must have told them I 
have a particular interest in birds! 
 
My first bird moment in the woods was  really 
special. I had been living in Ironbridge in 
Shropshire and had just moved to Bearwood. 
I was desperate for a house by the woods      
because I had two dogs Jess and Lucky and  
was used to having nature on my doorstep.  

It was late February about 20 years ago and 

I was out walking the dogs along the main 

drive as the 3 of us approached the dip by 

the bridge. I still have my Bird Book that    

describes the Tawny  Owl chicks noise like 

that “of a gate on an unoiled hinge” .   

I heard this noise like the rusty gate and 

looked up into the trees and there sitting on a 

branch that stuck out at right angle to a large 

hole on the trunk of the tree were two round 

balls of fluff.  
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Volunteer Thank You Night 

Once again the Trust staff arranged a lovely evening to thank the Warley Woods volunteers 
for their work over the last year.  There had been several donations of wine from other users 
of the woods in recognition of the work of the volunteers and this added a pleasant addition to 
the evening.   
Viv Cole, the Trust Manager presented certificates and badges to people who had volunteered 
for the Trust for the first time this year and as usual there was the Dick Marsh award. This is 
presented each year to the volunteer who has helped encourage others to get involved with 
the Trust, however big or small, and is chosen from nominations by other volunteers. Dick, 
who died suddenly 3 years ago, was the Vice Chair of the Trust and a great inspiration to us 
all.  This year there were two awards – Liz Coleman and Norma Woods.  Liz has been a     
volunteer for many years, initially with the Green Gym and now as a trustee, and continues to 
inspire others by her love of the park and woods.  Norma has worked tirelessly for some years 
as a ‘behind the scenes’ volunteer. She has never sought the limelight but has been involved 
in many of the Trust events including the Picnic and Santa, helping to organise, see that they 
run smoothly, and encouraging her family and friends to get involved. Although not able to do 
as much recently Norma is still a powerful advocate for the Trust.   
The event lasted well into the evening when Viv decided it was time for us all to go home!  
Many thanks to her, Kathy and Sharon for organising the evening and giving the volunteers 
the opportunity to meet together without a paint brush or tent pole in their hands!                
                Kate Slade 

Both of them had very large eyes and they 

looked down at me as if to say “have you 

brought us something to eat?” I was spell 

bound and spent the next 15 minutes staring at 

them until they gave up on me and went back 

into the hole.  

Nuthatches have also given me some special 
moments. They use the Woodpeckers’  holes 
from previous years,  pasting up the          
entrances to make them smaller so only they 
can get in.  The Woodpecker  can be heard 
drumming in April/ May and you might think 
this noise is them digging  but it is a       
courtship noise to tell the female that he is 
available and has a recognised territory and 
a nice new nest hole. Actually the noise they 
make digging out the nest is not very loud 
and hard to make out. But just imagine you 
using your beak to dig out a hole in a nice 
hardwood tree like a beech or oak it would 
certainly give you a headache! 
 
The Nuthatch when he is out looking for food 
always travels down the tree head first   
hammering away, and he also hides food 
that he can’t eat in cracks in the bark and 
hopefully remembers were he has put them 
for later.  This could be the reason why 
sometimes you see small shoots growing out  

of trees that are different species from the 
main tree.  He must pass the Treecreeper 
who travels up the tree trunk on a regular  
basis - I wonder if they say hello? 
 
Another favourite is the Long Tailed Tit; you 
never see them alone and once you have 
spotted one you will see at least four or five 
usually. The debate is that they are the 
smallest native bird - or they would be if it 
wasn’t for that long tail that makes up for half 
of their five and a half inch length. They 
make their nest out of gossamer (spider web) 
and in the winter they roost in this together to 
keep warm.  You can tell they have been   
doing this because when they come out their 
tails are all bent !  
 
These are just a few of the birds in the 
Woods that have given me pleasure over the 
years.  There are many more to be spotted 
and with the help of a bird book or app on 
your phone they can be identified either by 
sound or look. I recommend that when you’re 
out walking you stop and see what birds you 
can hear and identify and in 20 years’ time 
you might be writing an article for the Warley 
Woods Leaflet telling us all about them! 

Barbara Platts 
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Picnic in the Park 

Sunday 14th July 
1 pm - 6 pm 
 

      Sponsored by  
Companion Care Vets, Oldbury 

Alice—An Extraordinary Adventure 

After a week of will it, won’t it, the weather first thing on Father’s Day was cloudy but dry – not 

as glorious as the previous weekend, but sufficient to not need the protection of the gazebos 

for rain, which was a huge improvement on last year! The audience started gathering in the 

early afternoon and the actors from Heartbreak Productions were busy engaging with the  

children and participating in games of French Cricket. Everyone was in good spirits, looking 

forward to an afternoon of fun with several of the younger members appropriately dressed as 

Alice and the Mad Hatter. With impeccable timing (!) the drizzle arrived at about 3pm, just as 

the performance was about to start, but fortunately the rain didn’t last long and by the end of 

the afternoon the sun was trying to put in an appearance too. 

The play ‘Alice – An Extraordinary Adventure’ was an adaptation 
of both of Lewis Carroll’s volumes – Alice in Wonderland and   
Alice Through the Looking Glass – and was captivating for adults 
and children alike. As we have come to expect from Heartbreak 
Productions, the adaptation was humorous and energetic (with 
the occasional musical interlude), with a blend of the original   
stories together with modern references to iPads, WiFi and the 
Big Issue. 
 
The audience were invited to join Alice and her family at her    
extraordinary birthday tea party, together with typical sibling  
quarrels. Having lost her sister searching for a white rabbit, Alice 
falls into a trance and wakes in a dreamlike miniature world ruled 
by the Red Queen and embarks on an adventure to find her    
sister whilst keeping her head. Alice encounters all of our         
favourite characters in her adventure across the chess board to 

beat the Red Queen – the White Rabbit, the Mad Hatter together with his Tea Party friends, 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee, Humpty Dumpty, the Cook (with copious amounts of pepper), 
the Pig Baby, Living Flowers and White and Red Knights. 
 
The play was very interactive with audience engagement encouraged; some were lucky to 
leave with their heads whilst some gentlemen in the audience were concerned to be acting as 
croquet hoops with the Queen attempting to hit soft toys through their legs with a hockey 
stick. Picnic leftovers donated to the Red Queen to distract her from cutting off Alice’s head 
included a gift from a younger member of the audience of an empty box of chocolate fingers; 
the Red Queen was not impressed! The play was captivating for all the whole family, ending 
with the realisation that it was the un-birthday for the whole of the audience. Whilst Alice’s 
birthday cake wouldn’t stretch to everyone, we were treated to a rendition of the un-birthday 
song by the cast as the performance ended on a high note. 

Katy Holmes 
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 Meet the Trustees 
Steve Eling 

 
I have always lived in Bearwood right by Warley Woods, so the Woods and Lightwoods Park 
have been places that I have always associated with. I went to school at Abbey Road and 
then Holly Lodge. I then went on to work at the Co-op dairy department for many years. 
 
In 1986 I was selected to stand as a candidate for the Council and was elected in May of that 
year. I don’t think I was expecting to still be there 27 years later or to go through the things 
that have happened since. 
 
One of the highlights for me, both as a local resident and councillor has to be what we as a 
community have achieved at Warley Woods. Like nearly every park in the country, it became 
the victim of budget cuts in the 1980s and by the 1990s was looking neglected. Not only the 
physical condition had deteriorated but people were no longer using the park as they had be-
fore. In effect we had a downward spiral which people regularly complained about. Worse for 
us, the park was not ours and the people who owned it then seemed not to care. 
 
When the new lottery board announced its first parks programme, I though this was some-
thing that we as a community could go for Warley Woods and called a meeting to see if peo-
ple were interested. They were and after what seemed like a long struggle, we have a re-
stored park at the centre of the community. Moreover, it is run by a community trust which I 
have had the privilege to chair since it was formed. 
 
In the bit of spare time I have left, I am a keen photographer and have taken my cameras all 
around the world. I still prefer to use my old Bronica S2A and Nikkor lenses; and Canon A1 to 
the more convenient digital cameras available today, but I admit to scanning the negatives 
and printing from the computer now rather than working in the darkroom. One day I plan to do 
my own photographic survey of the Woods, but that would be a big job that I don’t have time 
for at the moment. 

 

John McBride 

 
My name is John McBride and I have been a trustee at Warley Woods Community for the 
past 10  years. I first came across Warley Woods in 1974 when I took up my post with      
Thomas Telford school in West Bromwich and wanted to join a golf club. I immediately fell in 
love with both the course and the park and have been a member of the golf club for 39 years 
now! During my time I have been Captain of the club and held various other officer roles. I 
have been President since 2007 and use my role to help create a vital link between the club 
and the trust. 
 
As a trustee I have looked to advance my role in the Woods and the local community by     
ensuring that the Woods gets fully used by all of the local community not just in golf but in full 
use of the park and its facilities. As chair of the 'Focus Group' a group brought together to   
enhance the relationship between the trust and the golfers, I aim to even further move forward 
the great relationship we have now so that both groups can work side by side to ensure the 
success of Warley Woods. 
 
My personal aim is to see more young people actively involved in the Woods through various 
projects that we offer and can offer in the future. My expertise of working with young people 
both in education, sport and the Arts will , I hope, ensure that we do achieve our aims and  
objectives. My hobbies include golf, skiing, sports in general and Performing Arts. I spend a 
lot of time away from home around the world but always look forward to returning to the 
woods.  
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The Staff at Warley Woods 
 

We often write about the volunteers who do so much to help out at Warley Woods but in 
truth none of what goes on would be possible without the work of the small but dedicated 
staff team.  There are 10 members of staff and only 4 of these are full time, so they have 
to stretch their resources in lots of different directions to get everything done. 
 
The most visible part of the work is keeping the park and the golf course looking good, 
and this falls on the 3 groundstaff, Lionel Rushton, Kelvin Walker and Matt Sherringham.  
They start work early, before some of us are up, to check that the golf course is ready for 
play (or not, given some of the weather we’ve had over the last year!) and do any jobs 
that need doing before the first golfers arrive any time from 7.30 am onwards.  In addition 
to all the work required on the course there is work to be done in the park - mowing the 
meadow, pruning hedges and bushes, clearing up when branches come off trees,     
clearing drains, fixing things that have broken etc etc.  Their time is fully occupied and 
this summer Lionel has had to have time off for an operation which has added even more 
to the workload of Kelvin and Matt. 
 
Then, of course, the Pavilion has to be looked after and kept clean.  This is the job of 
Sharon McGuire, who works there part time 6 days a week.  As well as all the general 
cleaning involving the café, toilets , offices and shop, Sharon has to clean up after the 
Padgham Room has been used and make sure it is ready for the next group who are 
booked to use it.  There’s also quite a few windows in the building  - and Sharon does 
those too. Of course, Sharon has her holidays and in her absence the relief cleaner, Pam 
Murray, takes over. 
 
The other staff all work in the Pavilion with their own particular responsibilities.  Sharon 
Simpson is the Golf and Retail Manager and is responsible for ensuring that the shop 
runs smoothly, liaising with the golf pro, Greg Lynch, and the golf club, organising and 
managing the golf promotions, ensuring that the shop is stocked, and supporting the staff 
who work ‘behind the counter’ in the shop.  There are 3 people who do this:- Alan      
Maddocks,  Reuben Rodriques and Don Gribben.  Either they or Sharon will be the first 
face you see when you go in the shop and they sell the golf rounds, take bookings for the 
course, deal with memberships to the Trust and other sales from the shop. 
 
If you put your head round the office door the first person you will see there – at least until 
2 pm – is Kathy Hodgkinson.  Kathy is the Trust administrator and keeps everyone and 
everything in order!  She also plays an important part in organising some of the major 
events which take place in the park, particularly the Picnic and the Santa event, and do-
ing the background work to enable other events to run smoothly. 
 
Beyond Kathy’s desk in the other room in the office is the Trust manager, Viv Cole.  Viv 
has overall responsibility for the running of the Trust, taking her directions from the Board 
of Trustees. Viv makes the day to day decisions concerning the management of the park 
and as part of her role she fundraises; links with other organisations which support the 
Trust, such as Sandwell MBC and corporate groups who bring volunteers;  manages   
projects such as the Oral History Project; answers difficult questions and listens to all the 
compliments and complaints. 
 
There’s always a lot going on and some days the staff feel they are spinning lots of plates 

in the air, just to stand still!  But their hard work and enthusiasm is the foundation which 

enables the Trust to function and to make Warley Woods the special place that it is for 

the local community.             Kate Slade 
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Summer Crossword by Humph 

Across Down 

1)    Used to cover cuts etc  (8) 
5)    Pull along  (4) 
9)    Starts golf round (4,3) 
10)  2 under par 
11)  Order for bad behaviour (4) 
12)  Nourish  (7) 
14)  Old coins (6) 
16)  Harsh (6) 
19)  Ones under par  (7) 
21)  Shouted when asked to keep 
       away from golf ball  (4) 
24)  See 26 across 
25)  Unpredictable (7) 
26)  Every golfer’s dream?  (4,2,3) 
27)  Emphasised  (9) 

1)    Play ball on the green  (4) 
2)    Encourages – possibly illegally (5) 
3)    Pair  (7) 
4)    Rubbish  (6) 
6)    Repair broken window  (7) 
7)    Price paid for round of golf (5,3) 
8)    Muddle  (4) 
13)  Pompous  (8) 
15)  Bird found in farm building  (4,3) 
17)  Insist upon  (7) 
18)  Agree to  (6) 
20)  Notion  (4) 
22)  Evaluates (5) 
23)  Frozen  (4)  

Send completed crossword to:  WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick B67 5ED 
by July 15th for the chance to win a prize. 
Name:.................................................................. Phone...................................................... 
Address:................................................................................................................................ 
 
Answers to the Spring crossword: 
Across:  1) Dormouse; 5) Hare; 9) Lobster; 10) Alice; 11) Olga; 12) Granary; 14) Listen; 16) sea-
son; 19) Malaria; 21) Time; 24) Noise; 25) Beatles; 26) Ogre; 27) Stitches; 
Down:  1) Dali; 2) Rebel; 3) Oatcake; 4) Sprigs; 6) Animals; 7) Everyone; 8) Gala; 13) Flamingo; 
15) Sillier; 17) Extract; 18) Rabbit; 20) Reef; 22) Mulch 23) Isis; 
  
The winner was Di Turner from Oldbury 

Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5ED 

Office:  0121 420 1061 Shop:   0121 429 2440  Golf bookings:  0121 429 2440 
Email:   admin@warleywoods.org.uk  Website:  www.warleywoods.org.uk 
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