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More Summer Fun with Lots Going On
Spring into Summer has 
certainly got off to a good start 
this year. The parkland, woods  
and the golf course are looking 
in really good shape thanks to 
Alan and his team together 
with the regular work of 
volunteers.  

The condition of the golf 
course has generated special 
praise from regular and visiting 
golfers, such that new 
customers are returning and 
bringing their friends. 
Promotions like “Fiver Fridays” 
are also playing their part in 
bringing in new business.  

All this is critical for the Trust, 
as the Board of Trustees not 
only has to keep everything 
we have in the best possible 
shape, we also as a 
community business have to 
be financially viable, not just 
from fundraising but also what 
comes in through the till.  

Fund raising and our social 
calendar go hand in hand, and 
we’ve had some great events 
recently. For the second year 
running we have held a Spring 
Quiz Night. Totally organised 
by volunteers, we had a 
packed house fully booked 
with strong competition 
between the teams to be the 
winner. Warley Woods quizzes 
are certainly now an 
embedded part of the local 
social calendar. Thanks must 
go to Andrew Maxam together 
with Gail and Alan Reynolds 
for organising the event and 
preparing the range of 
questions, with support from 
Kate Slade and Barbara 
Platts. 

A new development this year 
has been “Bake for the 
Woods”. We’ve had a cake 
stall in past years on the day 
of the “Walk for the Woods” 
fundraiser, but this year 
decided to go for a competition 
as well as a stall. The range 

and number of cakes donated 
was fantastic, and even better 
were those entered into the 
competition.  

They all deserved to be 
winners, but of special 
mention needs to be the 
“Woods” themed entries. 
These entries, both adult and 
under twelves sections were 
works of art as well as tasting 
delicious. I’d like to thank 
everyone who entered or 
donated a cake for their 
contribution to a great event. 

So, with the usual “Picnic in 
the Park” and theatre night, 
there’s still more to be enjoyed 
over the Summer. Why not 
also get involved in the events 
as a volunteer if you’re not 
already, and be part of our 
great success.  

There’s no bad news to report 
this time other than some ran 
into our railings on Lightwoods 
Hill, so we will have to look 
forward to an insurance 
payout and a couple of new 
panels. 

Enjoy Summer in the woods. 

Steve Eling 
Chair of the Trustees 
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In the last LEAFlet I focused very 
much on one major project for the 
Trust and investment for the 
future.  This time I've got more 
space to let you know about lots 
of the other things that have been 
going on and what I am working 
on at the moment. 

New Patron 

First of all there was an important 
piece of news missing from the 
last edition.  I had done a teaser 
in the Winter edition of the Leaflet 
about our new Patron and then 
we announced their name in the 
press, facebook, the website etc 
and I completely forgot that it 
really should be announced in our 
spring newsletter for members.  
I'm sorry, time moves so fast in 
the comms world. 

We are really pleased that 
broadcaster and author Stuart 
Maconie has become our newest 
Patron.  Stuart has been 
supporting the Trust for quite a 
while now, including several years 
starring as the compere of the 
Picnic.  It is absolutely brilliant 
that we have now formalised this 
support by him agreeing to be an 
official Patron.  Welcome to the 
Warley Woods team in your 
official capacity Stuart! 

Pavilion improvements 

Some more happy news is that 
we have finally completed our 
small overhaul of the public areas 
of the Pavilion with new carpet in 
the Padgham Room and a 
finalisation of the refit of the shop.  
The shop has been an extended 
project for Sharon as it has taken 
three years to complete - both 
because of finding budget and 
because it is so hard to do work in 
the building while keeping open 
for visitors and customers.  Come 
and have a look if you haven't 
seen the improvements already.  
Many thanks to Persimmon 

Homes who provided the funding 
for the carpet. 

Problems 

Two stories which contain both 
sad and good news.  Last 
summer we had a recurring 
problem on the golf course with 
youngsters annoying golfers 
stealing golf balls and, when 
challenged, being rude to staff.  
This stopped with the darker 
evenings, but in February they 
were back and decided to up the 
annoyance by damaging the 
greens right in front of staff.  We 
were able to catch their faces on 
CCTV and our local police team 
were able to identify them and 
visit their homes.  Their parents 
were very surprised and ashamed 
and worked with police bringing 
them to the Woods to do litter 
picking and hear from our 
volunteers what happens at 
Warley Woods and why it should 
be cared for.  A positive team 
result. 

The other sad news is that our 
volunteer who had locked the 
gate at Lightwoods Hill for over a 
decade decided he couldn't do it 
anymore.   Having just sorted 
volunteers for Abbey Road gate, I 
thought it would be impossible to 
replicate this on Lightwoods Hill, 
but amazingly a group came 
forward.  So the gates at 
Lightwoods Hill are being locked 
every night and the team at 
Abbey Road are on standby to 
restart this when the Trustees feel 
the traveller situation is calmer 
again.  

Events 

After a quiet period for events, we 
are now in full swing again with 
some being promoted, others 
being finalised and key things for 
some of the later events being 
arranged.  Kathy has always been 
the events co-ordinator and of 

course the Picnic organiser, but 
this year she has taken on even 
more of the events organisation to 
help me focus on things like 
fundraising.  It makes me doubly 
blessed as it means that I can dip 
in with "valued added" stuff if I 
can.  I really enjoyed doing the 
photo for the Bake Off Badges 
and sorting donkey and carriage 
rides for the Picnic. 

Last year we definitely had a drop 
in corporate group support but 
this year we have taken quite a 
few bookings from some of our 
regulars and we have already had 
four visits from HSBC, and one 
from Unity Bank  which keeps  
our volunteer meeter-greeters 
busy. 

Warley Woof 

The one thing that has been very 
quiet recently has been Warley 
Woof and our apologies that 
some of the hoped for activities 
for 2016 haven't materialised yet.  
Things have been in flux recently 
with some of the key volunteers 
involved and we're just starting to 
form new plans for the next 
training and seminar. 

And more … 

Also in Warley Woods 
recently......We've been involved 
in providing CCTV images for a 
prosecution - something 
completely unrelated to the 
Woods.  We've dealt with channel 
4 visiting to film for a 
documentary about a golfer.  
We've had people drive into the 
fence on Lightwoods Hill.  We've 
had two Fiver Fridays on the golf 
course - testing out our marketing 
skills with texts and emails.  
We've celebrated our 3,000th 
Facebook group member. 

Viv’s Round Up
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Fundraising Focus 

I mentioned earlier that Kathy has 
been doing more for the events 
this year to allow me to focus on 
fundraising and so I thought I 
would tell you a little bit more 
about that - what I do and what is 
planned for this year.  Fundraising 
is often a magical mystery for 
some people and yet it goes on at 
every charity and my experience 
is probably the reason the Trust 
took a punt on me and employed 
me, so I thought I would tell you a 
bit about how I approach it. 

At the Board Planning Day in 
January, the trustees decided the 
things they would like to achieve 
in the next 12 months or so and 
we identified which of these will 
need extra funding.  Together we 
also decided on which were 
priorities - both for spending my 
time on, and also if we had to 
choose between them if I could 
only find a funder for one. 

Research 

I then did research looking at 
prospective funders to match 
potential funders against projects.  
Some Trusts or Foundations will 
only fund a small range of 
interests. These are frequently 
the interests of the founder of the 
Trust (and why many of the Trusts 
have people’s names in their 
titles).  Even within special areas 
of interest, some Trusts will give 
for general expenditure and other 
just for very specific things like 
equipment.   

The general funders are very 
precious and rare because we 
always need help funding the 
unsexy things like insurance and 
dog bin emptying and we need to 
raise about £10,000 a year from 
this kind of Trust to help balance 
our expenditure. It is generally a 
lot easier to raise money for 

something new, rather than 
something you are already doing. 

Some funders can give small 
amounts £500 - £1,000 and 
others can give much more and 
so the research also has to take 
this into consideration.  For 
example we might need to 
combine three funders together to 
make something happen but this 
can be quite risky as you might be 
in a position where you have to 
turn down two offers, because 
you didn't get the third.   

Other funders could be Landfill 
Tax operators - giving donations 
to improve areas which have had 
landfill operations near them.  
Others could be funds offered by 
businesses, or financial 
institutions.  Some of the major 
funders are distributing Lottery 
Funds, but there are also some 
incredibly large Trusts giving 
away millions every year. 

Timetable 

Then I had to programme a 
timetable for doing all the different 
applications.  While it would be 
great to get everything in at once 
and sit back and enjoy the 
hopefully good news, writing 
applications actually takes 
considerable time if you are to put 
things together well. You need to 
make sure your words are 
inspiring to excite a funder with 
what you could achieve with their 
help.  So in reality, I'm only going 
to be able to do one or two 
applications a month, alongside 
all the other things that need 
doing, and some might need to be 
staged over several months, with 
time to get quotes  or establish 
partnerships.   

Some funding applications might 
only be for small amounts and 
less important than others but 
they could be time critical - if we 

need something for the Picnic 
say, or if a funder only has one 
application deadline a year.  The 
result of this work is that I now 
have a plan of action to take me 
through to October.   

Early applications 

The first applications each year 
are always to our potential 
general funders, so that our 
request will be taken to their 
meetings throughout the year and 
hopefully we will meet our target 
(thanks to them) before the end of 
March.   

I'll then move on to specific 
appeals for projects or things that 
we need, or to general funders 
who prefer applications to be on 
forms.  Finally whenever we are 
successful in securing funding, 
most funders will ask for some 
kind of report after the project or a 
year later and so we have to 
remember and timetable these in 
too - especially if we might want 
to ask them for help again in the 
future. 

I'm hoping this year's plan will 
lead to lots of projects for this 
year and next. With the Trust 
having made so much effort to 
ensure I have time to concentrate 
on this, and other staff having 
taken things off my plate, I want 
to repay that care with lots of 
applications.  I can't ensure the 
responses will all be positive, but 
the more applications we have 
out there in front of funders, then 
the better our chances will be of 
making these things happen. 

More on the next page about the  
priorities for this year … 
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Fundraising 
Priorities  

2016 

So this year we are hoping to 
raise money for: 

• new benches to add to 
those along the skyline 
path and to replace the 
remaining wooden 
benches in the former 
Rose Garden;  

• reprints of our history trail 
leaflet and a new tree trail 
leaflet;  

• a schools project involving 
the children planting 
woodland plants;  

• tarmac for the former rose 
garden paths;  

• children's sized tables and 
chairs;  

• feasibility funds for the new 
building;  

• a three year post helping 
us take on more 
community engagement;  

• funds to replace our oldest 
mower and to buy a larger 
chain saw.   

None of these things can be 
paid for out of our general 
funds and they will need 
specific funding.   

I wonder which of these will 
have happened by this time 
next year? 

Viv

Introducing a new trustee 

Hi, I’m Andrew and as a new trustee we thought it was about 
time I introduced myself. I am 38 years old and originally from 
South East London, where I lived for 6 years before moving to 
North Kent for the rest of my school life. It was university that 
brought me to Birmingham and I soon found myself living in 
Bearwood with friends. That was in 1997 and I haven’t left yet! 

I bought my first house in Slatch House road with my wife in 
2002 and the Woods soon became a popular destination for us 
on an evening or weekend. Since then we have had two children 
and the Woods have become even more important to us. We 
now enjoy regular trips to ride bikes, kick a ball, have fun in the 
playground or spend time exploring the wilderness and trees 
while playing silly games (we are pretty confident there is a bear 
in there somewhere, although countless hunts have so far 
turned up nothing). We moved in 2010, but being close to the 
woods was important, so we only made it half a mile and now 
live in Wilson Road with just as easy access to the fun of the 
park. 

I work for a law firm looking after 
their financial systems and so the 
introduction of Oswald (the new 
computer system) to the Trust has 
got me excited (I really shouldn’t 
admit that, but it is true and I’m sure 
you’ll just keep it between you and 
I!). The capabilities it has in ensuring 
we can provide an even better 

space for the local community are huge and will also help us 
continually develop the park in order for it to be here for future 
generations. I am also a member of the Trust’s resources group 
which is responsible for amongst other things, financial overview, 
fundraising and planning. All exciting (I really need to find 
another word), but also a great responsibility of which I am very 
proud to have been entrusted. 

Since joining theTrust, I have been amazed at just how much the 
trustees and staff do to keep the woods such a fantastic place to 
visit, but it really is only part of the story. The sub groups, 
volunteers and also the local community which all work together 
to make this such a wonderful space really epitomise the spirit of 
the woods and why it really is the people’s park. So seeing as 
I’ve been given some column inches, I really want to thank them 
for all the hard work they do for Warley Woods. 

Warley Woods has really been transformed since my time in the 
area and I hope I can be part of continuing the transformation for 
many years to come. 

Andrew Williams 

New trustee
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The GL GOLF Academy 
was set up by Greg Lynch, 
a local PGA Professional 
with a passion for growing 
the game of golf at grass 
roots level, with a 
particular focus on young 
people, and below he 
outlines the work he is 
currently doing, based at 
the Warley Woods golf 
course. 

Since arriving at Warley Woods 
Golf Course, I have developed 
a number of junior academies 
at the weekends that regularly 
see over 50 children attend 
each week.   

The work of the academy 
extends into the local 
community and I am now 
working with over 30 local 
Primary and High schools 
across Birmingham and 
Sandwell, delivering the ‘Tri 
Golf’ and ‘Xtreme Golf’ 
initiatives. These community-
based projects see over 200 
children per week receive an 
introduction to golf at their 
school, whether it be by 
attending a breakfast, 
lunchtime, or after school club, 
or taking part in a Tri Golf 
session which is now part of 
their school’s curriculum. I firmly 
believe that the benefits of golf 
go beyond the game itself, and 
life skills such as honesty, team 
work, fair play and self-
confidence should be 
experienced by young people 
across our region.  

The academy now works in 
close partnership with 
organisations such as The Golf 
Foundation, Sport Birmingham, 

Villa in the Community and The 
Albion Foundation.  

The number of juniors involved 
with the golf club at Warley 
Woods has risen in recent 
years and we now run monthly 
competitions during the summer 
for them. The attendance of 
these events has grown since 
2012 as more and more 
children are filtering through the 
‘pathway’ from community 
coaching back to Warley Woods 
Golf Course.  

GL GOLF Academy are still 
recruiting children aged 
between 6 – 16 years old to 
become part of their junior 
academies at Warley Woods as 
we look to grow the game even 
further this coming season: 

Mixed Junior Groups: 
Saturdays, 10am – 11am & 
11.15am – 12.15pm, Sundays 
12.00pm – 1.00pm 

Girls Only Group: Saturdays, 
12.30pm – 1.30pm 

Teens Only Group: Sundays, 
11am – 12pm (2 Sundays per 
month) 

Cost £5 per session, booking is 
essential. 

I also run ‘get into golf’ adult 
courses throughout the year. 

Please contact Greg on 07812 
579 929 or email 
greg@glgolfacademy.com, or 
visit the website 
www.glgolfacademy.com for 
further details. 

Women’s Golf Month 

‘FREE taster sessions 
for women’ 

June is Women’s golf 
month, and the Ladies 
section of Warley Woods 
Golf Club are celebrating 
this by offering 2 FREE 
taster sessions for women.  
Here’s the chance you’ve all 
been waiting for to have a 
go at playing golf in the 
beautiful surroundings of 
Warley Woods. 

The sessions will be held at 
the golf course on 
Wednesday June 22nd and 
Saturday June 25th, both 
between 12 noon and 2 pm. 

You don’t need to have your 
own golf clubs as these can 
be provided.  To book a 
place please contact Pat 
Bailey 01527 873955 

Golf Special Offers 

Fiver Friday events have 
brought several new golfers 
to the course and given 
regular golfers the chance to 
play at the special offer 
price.  The golfers who have 
given their details to the 
shop hear about this and 
other special offers first, so 
why not pop into the shop 
and make sure they have 
your e-mail and phone 
details so that you too can 
be first to hear.
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May 7th was the 
Warley Woods Dawn 
Chorus walk - an early 
morning start to discover what 
birds wake up in the woods 
and produce such wonderful 
sounds. Joining us was Matt 
Hadlington whose expertise 
meant that those attending 
would learn to identify the 
birds that we saw and heard 
along the way. Leaving the 
pavilion building at 5 am with 
over 20 people we set off in 
search of the dawn chorus. 
After a week of fine weather 
the day was slightly misty 
although the sun was visible 
as it rose. The first birds that 
were spotted were 2 mallard 
ducks making their way 
across the golf course. Our 
attention was soon turned 
towards the trees as the 
"squeaky wheel" sound of the 
great tit was heard. As we 
headed around the various 
areas of the woods we heard 
many pigeons, crows and 
magpies and they were visible 
making their way around the 
trees.  
Other birds that were heard 
included Chiff Chaff, Blue Tit, 
Song Thrush and Blackbirds.  
We were also lucky enough to 
hear a woodpecker going 
about his business. On our 
way through the wilderness 
the birds were really starting 
to head out for the day giving 
us the chance to see those 
that we were hearing, and 
after making our way across 
the meadow to the skyline 
path a sound was heard - 
which turned out to be a 
squirrel gaining our attention!  
As we headed back to the 
pavilion the woods had one 
more treat for us, as a pair of 

Sparrowhawks were spotted 
in the nearby trees. As we 
arrived back, there was time 
for a hot drink and a chance to 
ask questions and share 
experiences. A great 
experience and a great time 
had by all. 
Thanks very much to Matt and 
all who came along for the 
early start  
 
Chris Ashford 

Woods Bake-Off 
This year, instead of having a 
Walk for the Woods to raise 
money for the Trust we 
decided to have a Bake-Off 
instead.  People were invited 
to make cakes for a 
competition or, if they didn’t 
want to enter, just make cakes 
that could be sold for 
fundraising. 

We were a bit nervous about 
how many people would enter 
the competition but we 
needn’t have worried.  There 
were plenty of entrants and 
some fabulous cakes, 
including 2 by children for the 
best decorated Woods-
themed cake.  After the 
judging the serious business 
of selling and eating the cakes 
took place and lots of people 
stopped to buy and sample, 
and sit in the sunshine 
catching up with their friends.  
By 2 pm all the cakes had 
gone and we had raised £415 
for the Trust. 

It looks as if this could 
become a regular 
event……………………….. 

Oh and by the way, The 
Sandwell Stride group who 
walk in the Woods every 
Thursday, are going to do a 
sponsored Walk for the 
Woods later in the summer.  
So if you want to sponsor 
anyone from the group please 
feel free to do so. 

Kate Slade 

Gates at Abbey Road 

The trustees have decided to 
keep the vehicle gates at the 
Abbey Road entrance locked 
over the summer months 
other than for specific events.  

They have taken advice and 
looked at the information 
available as to the likelihood 
of a repeat of last year’s 
incursion on to the site, and 
have decided that there is still 
considerable risk of this being 
repeated. Please continue to 
park either on the road or use 
the Lightwoods Hill car park.  

The situation will be reviewed 
in October and we will keep 
you informed. Thank you for 
your understanding and 
support in this matter. 

Reports
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Diary dates 2016
Date     Event 

Wednesday 22nd June  Women’s Golf Taster Sessions,12:00 - 14:00 
Wednesday 22nd June  Warley Woods History Talk  SOLD OUT 
Saturday 25th June  Women’s Golf Taster Sessions,12:00 - 14:00 
Sunday 3rd July    Picnic 1pm 
Friday 19th August   Bat Walk 8.15pm 
Thursday 25th August   Professional Theatre 7.30pm 
Sunday 4th September  All About Dogs 11am 
Saturday 8th October   Annual General Meeting 2pm
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Warley Woods History Talk – 
Now Fully Booked 

We have been overwhelmed with the interest 
for the Warley Woods History Talk which will 
be taking place on Wednesday 22nd June 
and all tickets for the evening have now 
SOLD OUT. 

Anyone interested in the next History Talk 
(date to be confirmed) please call the shop 
and ask to be added to the waiting list.  Call 
0121 429 2440. 

The Importance of Being Earnest 

This year's theatre in the Woods production 
will be performed again by the amazing 
Heartbreak Productions.  This will take place 
on Thursday August 25th at 7.30 in the 
meadow area.  Tickets are £14 for adults and 
£9 for children or £40 for a family ticket and 
can be bought from the shop or online at  
http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/store/ 
Thanks to estate agent Derek Spires for 
sponsoring this event for us. 

Could you help at the picnic? 

We're in full swing preparing for the Picnic 
and it looks like it will be a bumper year.  
Of course a big event needs lots of volunteer 
help to make it happen.  Could you spare an 
hour or two? 
7.00am - collecting tables from Langley & 
Smethwick 
8.30am - loading and unloading the van to 
transport equipment on site 
8.45am - putting up marquees 
11.00am - 6.00pm – helping on the cake sale, 
the book stall, tombola, Trust stall or gate. 
1.00pm - 3.00pm registering dogs for the dog 
show 
4.00pm - 4.30pm - bucket (money) collection 
6.00pm – 8.00pm taking the marquees down 
and packing away 
Any time – litter picking! 

Thanks for any help you can offer - it all goes 
together to make a brilliant day for our local 
community.

Contact Us: 
Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill,  Smethwick,  B67 5ED 
Charity number: 1092754: 
Tel: 
0121 420 1061 (office) 
0121 429 2440 (golf bookings and shop) 
E-mail: admin@warleywoods.org.uk

mailto:admin@warleywoods.org.uk
mailto:admin@warleywoods.org.uk
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To be in the draw to win a prize send the completed crossword back to WWCT, The Pavilion,  
101 Lightwoods Hill, B67 5ED by July 17th.  First one out of the hat will be the winner. 
Name:…………………………………………………………………………………… 
Address:………………………………………………………………………………... 
e-mail;…………………………………………………………………………………… 
Phone:…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Answers to Spring crossword: 
Across: 7) Extras; 8) Stitch; 10) Rooster; 11) Aesop; 12) Even; 13) Smoke; 17) Crook; 18) Haze; 
22) Azure; 23) Exactly; 24) Tailor; 25) Intern 
Down: 10 Terrier; 2) Stooped; 3) Waits; 4) Attacks; 5) Stash; 6) Shape; 9) Primroses; 14) 
Freedom; 15) Parties; 16) Denying; 19) Paste; 20) Quail; 21) Faint 

Across: 
1)    Throw a coin? (4) 
8)    At first or I drink all on the last  
       day  (10) 
9)    Copy peach – it’s changed  (8) 
10)  Part of the church in Green  
       Avenue  (4) 
12)  Population count (6) 
14)  Clothes maker turns to liar (6) 
15)  Walks stiffly to supports (6) 
17)  Get back in gear perhaps (6) 
18)  Stop electric fitting (4) 
19)  Add him to an unlikely servant (8) 
21)  Cheer a riot inside old driver (10) 
22)  Provide lip service (4) 

Down: 
2)    Alan Merton could be decorated  (10) 
3)    Order gold in street (4) 
4)    America is after record for field event (6) 
5)    Some of things I lent for being quiet (6) 
6)    Gap in tin makes picture (8) 
7)    Cowshed by religious education (4) 
11)  Players who are used to bowing and  
       scraping?  (10) 
13)  Drag up garden pest on top – lazybones! 
       (8) 
16)  Teach the whales? (6) 
17)  Bean that races  (6) 
18)  Set of cards put in a case (4) 
20)  A symbol of old money (4)

Summer Crossword by Humph


