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severe weather, with the help of our 
members and supporters, we still 
have a balanced budget for the     
current and next financial years. We 
are pleased too that the ongoing 
support from the Council is        
maintained with an increase for     
inflation. 
 
I hope many of you will have noticed 
the tree planting that has taken place 
recently, mainly around the golf 
course. You can see a few by the 
Lightwoods Hill entrance. These are 
the first of our home grown saplings 
planted out since we started our 
growing programme, and it is       
fantastic to think that we can now    
re-populate the park with our own 
trees rather than having to import 
them. Sadly, the veteran beech tree 
by the old Abbey site that appears in 
many old photographs of the park 
and Abbey appears to be at the end 
of its natural life, unless it takes us 
by surprise and bursts into leaf this 
spring.  
 
Essential for us to maintain the park 
is having good quality equipment and 
over the past few years we have   
replaced most of the mowers. The 
sort of equipment that we have to 
use are mostly around £25,000 to 
replace, but this year has come the 
turn of the biggest machine that is 
used to cut the main parkland and 
golf course fairways. A new one of 
these is £50,000, which is a lot for 
the Trust to have to find. Luckily, we 
found an ex demonstrator machine 
up for sale at £17,000, which we 
have bought.  

We will also keep the old one going 
until it packs up as there is no trade 
in value for this sort of equipment. 
 
I’ve had to report before that we’ve 
had a growing number of          
complaints about people failing to 
control dogs and to clear up. Sadly 
this has continued to the point 
where fines have now been issued 
by wardens for failing to clear up. 
The police have also issued at least 
one warning about control, what 
has been described to me as a “dog 
anti social behaviour order”. All this 
is very disappointing for the Trust. 
We want the park to be valued and 
well used by everyone, but those 
who get fined and warned clearly do 
not value the park in the way we or 
most park users do. Let’s not allow 
a small number of people to spoil 
the park for everyone else. 
 
Finally, don’t forget to look at the 
events calendar, which has all the 
usual favourites including the picnic 
and Santa, but also “Theatre in the 
Woods” again; the dog show; and 
lots on the golf course - and the 
weather surely must be better this 
year. We will also be out and about 
with the “Woods Stall” including at 
the Lightwoods Park event on 6

th
 

May. We look forward to seeing you 
at our events. 

 
Steve Eling 

Chair of Trust 
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The weather surely must be better this year 

As is usual at this time of 
year, the Board of Trustees 
spends quite a bit of time 
reviewing and setting the 
budget for the coming year, 
and I am pleased to report 
that despite the impact of 
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Well, yet again, I thought 
we might have a quiet   
Winter period, but it is never 
really quiet and certainly not 
dull at Warley Woods,  
whatever the time of year. 
 
In January we had the 
Board Planning Day where 
we start to look ahead to 
April onwards and think 
about what we will want to 
focus on in 2013-14 and 
how the budget would need 
to look to support it. 
 
One of the key things for 
next year will be about   
promoting the golf course 
more widely and we have 
allocated a small advertis-
ing budget and developed 
some promotions to help 
encourage people to give 
us a try.  We’re also     
working with the Golf Club 
to help increase their   
membership.  We know the 
weather has seriously     
affected our income from 
the course this year, but we 
don’t just want to rely on 
people remembering about 
us this Spring and Summer.  
Every penny (apart from the 
VAT) that comes from the 
golf course goes back into 
the Trust’s budget so can 
be used wherever we need 
it.  So if we have a really 
good year, it will mean 
money for new develop-
ments and projects on the 
course and elsewhere.  So 
even if you aren’t a golfer 
and only visit the wooded 
side of the site, it’s good to 
realise how important these 
customers are for the whole 
site’s prosperity. 
  

The other important project 
we’ll be continuing (and fin-
ishing) this year is the Oral 
History project.  We’re still 
keen to hear from people 
who have memories to 
share, but we particularly 
want to hear from people 
who have been inside the 
Abbey, from people who 
have worked at Warley 
Woods and from golfers 
who have played here.  We 
are also starting the schools 
part of the project working 
with St Greg’s and Abbey 
Junior to video some       
interviews.  The whole thing 
will come together at the 
end of November with 
DVDs, CDs and a book.  If 
anyone is particularly inter-
ested in helping with the 
editing of these during the 
Summer, then please let 
me know. 

 

New priorities and projects 
for the next year are about 
dogs and the old (veteran) 
tree by the Abbey site.  
We’re hoping to get funding 
to run a project called War-
ley Woof which will be 
about dog membership of 
the Trust and offering train-
ing tasters/advice with War-
ley Dog Club and creating 
an extra sense of commu-
nity amongst dog walkers, 
of which the Trust will be a 
part.  

The other project is be-
cause we have recognised 
that in the next year we will 
probably have to fell the 
lovely characterful beech 
tree just off the main drive.  
We’ve done lots of things to 
try and give it a few more 
years, including the sugar-
ing project last year, but we 
really know it is on its last 
gasp. So rather than just 
chop it down and chop it up 
into logs we want to do 
something special to com-
memorate it and something 
special with the wood.  We 
are just starting to work up 
potential ideas, so we are 
ready when the tree survey 
officially tells us to take it 
down. 
 
While I am on the subject of 
trees, it was lovely that so 
many people took up the 
idea of adopting trees for 
Christmas presents and for 
Valentine’s day too.  It’s a 
really nice way of support-
ing the Trust and giving 
someone a special connec-
tion to the site.  You can 
see all the adopted trees 
and the messages from the 
adopters on our website on 
the “adopted tree map” 
page.  As part of our Big 
Tree Plant project we have 
added two more trees to the 
open meadow area.  They 
were both oak trees and 
were planted by volunteers 
a few weeks ago.  They 
have both already been 
adopted in the memory of 
people who died recently.  
We don’t encourage people 
to adopt new trees as they 
can be vandalised, but the 
families understood the 
risks and wanted to do it 
anyway.    

Viv’s Round Up 
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We have also had two 
schools, St Greg’s and Ab-
bey Junior visit to plant 
young trees around the 
edge of the skyline at the 
top of the meadow.  They 
planted about 60 lovely oak 
and beech saplings and the 
groups were led by Paul 
Stephenson of the Wildlife 
Trust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally on trees, you may or 
may not know about our tree 
nursery.  This is on an area 
of the site where people 
don’t go very often, to try 
and protect the trees from 
casual vandalism. We 
started it around 6 years ago 
with saplings which cost 
around 80p each.  This year 
we have started to move 
some of the trees out and 
plant them in their final loca-
tions.  Kelvin and Matt, two 
of our groundstaff, have 
transplanted about 50 trees 
around the golf course and 
at the entrance at Light-
woods Hill in particular.  
They would have cost 
around £3,000 to buy in, at 
least, and so the nursery is 
already proving to be a great 
investment. 
 
There are a couple of things 
happening which are impor-
tant for the golf course.  We 
are doing some drainage 
work on the 4

th
 green to try 

and help improve it, so we 
don’t go onto a temporary 
green there quite so often.  
This means the green will be 
out of action for a while but 
we hope will be better in the 

long term.  We have also 
completed our three year 
programme of replacing all 
of our mowers (we have four 
different ones).  The last 
purchase was made in 
January and so all of our 
equipment is pretty youthful 
and should help keep up the 
quality of the course.        
Finally, we are aware that 
there seem to be a lot more 
dogs venturing onto the golf 
course and so we have 
started to hand out leaflets 
to their owners, reminding 
them that the perimeter path 
is a much safer to place to 
be and also asking them to 
particularly help us with this, 
so that golfers who have 
paid to play, can enjoy their 
rounds without incidents.  
 

Just another couple of bits 
and bobs from me.  Lots of 
people have been talking 
about the Extra Care Village 
being developed on the 
Hagley Road.  Just to let 
you know that we see lots of 
potential benefits for the 
residents there if they knew 
about Warley Woods, and 
so several staff from the Vil-
lage have been to visit us to 
see what we do and offer, 
and they are happy to pro-
mote us to their residents.  
We think that not only would 
they love Warley Woods like 
we do but they may want to 
volunteer or play golf and 
we’d love them to discover 
us. 
 
You also might like to know 
that we have submitted our 
Green Flag application 
again for 2013-14, so fingers 
crossed we get another high
-flying high-scoring year. 
   
Now, it has almost become 
a tradition that having tried 

to thrill you with lots of detail 
about the Trust and its work-
ings, that I then suggest to 
you even more ways you 
might support the Trust with 
your hard earned money.  
Well this edition will be no 
exception, but I promise I’m 
not going to ask you for cash.  
Firstly I want to thank every-
one who came to the Mad 
Hatter’s Walk for the Woods.  
Lovely costumes, lovely 
cake, lovely weather and lots 
of lovely sponsorship money.  
The fundraising ask for this 
edition is about “Give as You 
Live”.  If you shop online 
many shops will donate a 
percentage to the charity of 
your choice.  So for example, 
every time I have my      
shopping delivered by   
Sainsbury’s then Warley 
Woods gets 50p and it costs 
me nothing extra.  More info 
is available on our website 
www.warleywoods.org.uk/?
page_id=1024 (catchy link I 
know!).  Go on, don’t you just 
love something for nothing.  I 
do!  Please give it a try, as 
the Woods will benefit. 
Thanks. 

Viv Cole 
Trust Manager 
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Midlands Golf Week 
We’re getting really excited here planning for Midland Golf Week which will take place from 
12

th
-21

st
 April.  Activities planned though the 10 day period will be aimed at encouraging new 

players to golf with activities for all ages to come along and get  involved. With the BBC     
coverage of the Masters taking place in Augusta from 8

th
-14

th
 April we hope the interest 

spreads to our great course at Warley Woods. 
 
All the FREE or special offers are detailed on the getintogolf.org website – Warley Woods 
Our first Learn Golf in a Day session for 2013 is on Sunday 14

th
 April 9am-11am.  All the basic 

skills of golf will be demonstrated as for the MGW special price of £10! 
 
A Ladies Open Day is planned for Wednesday 17

th
 April, ladies are invited for a friendly 9 hole 

round from 9am if you are already a player or come along for a FREE taster & tips session 
with Greg from 12am-12:45pm.  There will also be a sale of quality ladies golf clothing with 
discounted prices from 11am-3pm. The Warley ladies will be ready to welcome any ladies 
wishing to learn more about golf and the golf club. 
 
Members from the men’s section of the golf club will be at the Pavilion on Saturday 20

th
 April 

to welcome golfers to a Men’s Open Day, they will be available to talk about the golf course, 
the 2013 club membership package and sharing their golfing knowledge. 
If you are interested in hearing more details about golf, the Midlands Golf Week Activities or 
Warley Woods Green Fee Offers, please pop into the shop in the Pavilion on Lightwoods Hill, 
call 0121 429 2440 or email golfshop@warleywoods.org.uk 

Sharon Simpson 

                            Spaceships, Stars and Planets 

On Friday 15
th
 February Birmingham Astronomical Society held a Star-gazing 

event at Warley Woods. Several enthusiastic volunteers from the BAS set up 
telescopes on the golf course and were on hand throughout the evening to 
show a steady stream of visitors the moon, stars and planets. Other members 

set up a slide show and talk in the Padgham Room which gave an introduction to  the stars  
which are visible at this time of year. They also answered lots of questions about astronomy 
from the visitors attending this event. 
 
The night was dry with intermittent cloud cover which gave the added excitement of “now, you 
see it....now you don’t!” as Jupiter disappeared behind a veil of cloud. We had stunning views 
of the truly beautiful new moon, with the craters clearly visible as well as being able to see 
some of Jupiter’s rings and moons and various constellations of stars. The knowledge and en-
thusiasm of the members of the Birmingham Astronomical Society really made this event a 
success. 
 
Amazingly the International Space Station passed overhead during the course of the evening.  
It appeared as a very fast-moving light travelling very high in the sky.  The chances of this 
happening on Star-gazing night were really slim. One of the members of the BAS showed us 
the NASA website and we were able to find out which astronauts were on duty thousands of 
miles above us. It was a fascinating web-site and I would recommend it to anyone interested 
in finding out more about the International Space Station. 
 
Although the night was cold, a regular supply of hot drinks kept volunteers and visitors warm. 
Many thanks to the members of the Birmingham Astronomical Society for putting on this fasci-
nating experience. We know they are planning to put on a similar event on Sunday 17

th
 No-

vember 7-9pm to look at the Autumn Sky at night. 
Liz Coleman 

Golf in Warley Woods 

mailto:golfshop@warleywoods.org.uk
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As we head into Spring and hope for some 
warmer weather, the groundstaff at the 
woods are working hard to get the golf course 
ready for the new season. As well as general 
work to maintain and improve all the greens, 
this year work has been undertaken to im-
prove the drainage on the 4

th
 hole. The winter 

period allows for work like this, without caus-
ing too much disruption to players. 
 
2012/13 has been a very poor year for golf, 
and hence our income at Warley Woods. Our 
income fell significantly this year, leading to 
the trust heading for a budget deficit at the 
financial year’s end in March. 
 
There were a number of reasons for this but 
the most significant was of course the 
weather.  Golf courses around the country 
suffered this year as we swiftly moved from a 
drought declaration early in 2012 to the del-
uge that followed throughout the year. The 
good drainage on the site meant that we were 
able to stay open when other local courses 
were forced to close, but even the most ar-
dent of golfers don’t want to get soaked 
through as they play. 
 
Add in the Olympics and Paralympics and 
you can begin to see why people simply 
stayed at home.  Statistics supplied to us by 
Sports Marketing Surveys Inc. showed that 
this did not just affect Warley Woods but  golf 
generally, both locally, regionally and nation-
ally. 

So as the groundstaff prepare the course, the 
trust board and the Warley Woods Golf Club 
are also working to prepare for the new sea-
son.  We have set up a focus group of club 
members and trustees, golfers and non-
players, to work with the trust manager, shop 
manager and golf professional to recruit and 
retain players. 

Why is golf so important to the Trust? 
Golf is known to have been played on the site 
since1896, when Edgbaston Golf Club took 
out a lease on the land, but it was opened as 
a municipal facility in 1921 and has been op-
erating as a ‘pay and play’ course since then. 
But it is not just the history of the club that is 
important. The course gives an opportunity 
for exercise and enjoyment to the hundreds  

of golfers who regularly choose to play at 
Warley Woods. 
 
Golf income makes a major contribution to 
the overall operation of the trust. The  
groundstaff don’t just work on the golf course 
but on the whole of the site, carrying out 
maintenance and development of the woods 
and park. Similarly not only do shop staff deal 
with golf business, but also sell trust items 
and work to promote the trust with all of their 
customers. 
 
Custom for the café is underpinned by the 
golfing clientele, though the popularity of the 
café with other park users is clearly growing. 
Without the golf operation we would have a 
much smaller staff and general presence on 
the site.  Indeed, our accountants, Bloomer 
Heaven, commented on the value of          
unrestricted income which the golf provides, 
when reporting on our accounts at last year’s 
AGM. 
We need to make the golf business           
successful in a very competitive environment, 
and this is what we are working towards.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been really pleased with the devel-
oping relationship between the trust and our 
highly-regarded golf professional, Greg 
Lynch.  Greg is an experienced and able pro-
fessional who has proved very popular with 
both experienced and new golfers. He is 
working with the trust and the golf club to en-
courage young players – by both offering free 
lessons funded by Sport England, but also 
making young people welcome to the club, 
and encouraging them to engage in an ongo-
ing competition for the Luke Reid Memorial 
Bowl.  Luke was a local young player who 
died at the age of 18.  Luke’s family and 
friends have sponsored this competition to 
encourage other young people to take up the 
sport that he loved.  

Golf and Warley Woods Community Trust 
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The Warley Woods Golf Club has a number 
of sections – Mens, Mens Seniors, Ladies, 
and Juniors. They run 9 and 18 hole compe-
titions throughout the year, with trophies and 
medals awarded at the Presentation Dinner 
and Dance in November.  

The work of the groundstaff means that we 
have a high quality course to offer.  Grants 
from Sandwell Council have enabled us to 
invest in new equipment to maintain this 
quality, but we also need to be competitive in 
price with local courses. We will be watching 
with interest the pricing structure of the      
former Birmingham municipal courses, now 
run by a private company, where there was a 
freeze on prices last year.  
 
We have been lucky to receive support in   
developing the golf operation from a golfing 
consultant, Warwick Holland, who not only 
introduced us to Greg,   but has recently 
been giving his time and advice to the trust, 
free of charge, to help us with our              
improvement plans. Warwick has shared his 
experience of building up the Pitcheroak 
course and club in Redditch, from a failing 
enterprise to a thriving business. 
 

So for the next 12 months we are aiming to: 
 maintain the high quality of the golf 

course 
 recruit and retain new players 
 increase club membership  

 We have established a small adver-
tising budget and in the coming 
months we will be promoting the 
course to former and new players, 
offering a number of incentives for 
people to play at Warley Woods. 
promote the golf course in Sand-
well and in the west and south          
Birmingham areas 

Making Warley Woods a first choice for golf-
ers would mean a busy and lively course, 
shop and café, and a healthy bank balance 
for the trust, giving us the opportunity to in-
vest in the whole site – golf course, woods 
and parkland. 

Supporting Warley Woods 
There are many ways to support the woods, 
giving time or expertise, but if you want to 
make a financial contribution you could think 
about: 
A donation to the trust, by text, by cheque or 
by standing order 
Text WWCT22 £( your donation amount] 
to 70070 
Cheques made out to Warley Woods 
Community Trust 
Sponsorship of a tree or an event in the park 
Leaving a legacy to the trust in your will 
If you would like to discuss any of these with 
the trust manager you can contact her on 
420 1061. 

 
Liz Haydon 

For your diary...  
 

Monday April 1
st

  (It’s no joke)  Easter Egg Roll, Treasure Hunt and Painted Egg competitions.  
Back by popular demand is the Egg Roll for adults as well as the children’s Egg Roll.  Starts 
11am at the top of the meadow.  Registration from 10.30 onwards. 
 
Saturday May 4th  Tree Walk with Chris Shortis 10am 
 

Saturday May 11
th

  Dawn Chorus Walk.  Meet at 5am at the Pavilion. 
 

Wednesday June 5
th

  Volunteer ‘Thank You’  evening.  An opportunity for the Trust to thank all 
the volunteers who have helped over the last year.  Invitations will be sent nearer the time. 
 

Sunday June 16
th

  Theatre in the Woods – Alice in Wonderland.  3pm start. Tickets will be on 
sale nearer the time. Watch the notice boards and website for more details.  Sponsored by 
Derek Spires, Estate Agents, Bearwood. 
 

Sunday July 14
th

  Picnic in the Park from 1 pm to 6 pm.  Sponsored by Companion Care Vets, 
Oldbury 
For more information about any of the above please call either the office (420 1061) or the shop 

(429 2440). 
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 Meet the Trustees 
Richard Nugent 
 
My name is Richard Nugent and I have been a trustee of Warley 
Woods Community Trust for about five years now. I live on Abbey 
Road and enjoy the great privilege of looking out from my front room 
over the meadow to the backdrop of mature trees planted to accord 
with Humphry Repton’s eighteenth century vision of English parkland. 
I am an architect by profession and I remember watching the       
renovation of the park taking place some years ago and being very 
impressed by the sensitive way in which Repton’s master plan was 
recreated by the Trust with the aid of a Heritage Lottery Grant.   It 
was before my time as a member of the Trust and so I can claim no 
credit for it but it was instrumental in encouraging me to join the Trust 
and to play a modest part in furthering the aims of the Trust in       
preserving this wonderful asset for future generations. 
I have also had a long standing interest in health matters. I have worked for the NHS for many 
years and spent about ten years as chairman of the local Primary Care Trust.  I believe that 
the woods make a major contribution to the health and wellbeing of all of us who live nearby.   
I am not a golfer myself but I know that the course at Warley Woods is enjoyed by many.   
What I enjoy is just being able to walk around the park and to me, the health benefits are 
more than simply physical, I find simply being in, and looking over, such a pleasant green en-
vironment immensely therapeutic in itself. 
I also have an interest in the visual arts and am a member of the Tate, visiting the Tate mod-
ern or Tate Britain whenever I have the chance to be in London.   One of my other hobbies is 
riding motorbikes.   I have ridden motorbikes around much of Europe as well as around Mo-
rocco, the Rockies in Canada and the South Island of New Zealand.   In May I’m off to France 
to ride through the Tarn Valley and the Massif Central but I will always look forward to return-
ing to the view of Warley Woods. 
 
Elizabeth Coleman 

 
Hello, I’m Liz Coleman and I’ve been a trustee at Warley Woods 
Community Trust for just over 2 years.  I am originally from       
Leicestershire and moved to Birmingham in 1991 for a year to do a 
teacher training qualification. I am now celebrating 20 years of living 
in Bearwood. To my shame, I was unaware of the existence of     
Warley Woods for my first 3 years – it was only when I was looking 
for a good place to go sledging that I was told to “go up the hill and 
have a look”. 
I first became involved in WWCT about 10 years ago when I came 
across a group of BTCV volunteers who were working clearing paths 
in the winter garden area. I asked them what they were doing and 
ended up on my hands and knees helping grub up nettles.  From this 

unusual start, I became more and more involved in the Woods over the years, from practical 
projects such as hedge-laying and step-building to helping to write the Bird and Tree guides, 
setting the Easter- Egg treasure hunt and dressing up as a one of the “Witches of Warley” at 
Hallowe’en. 
I treasure Warley Woods as a place of unique beauty and tranquillity in the West Midlands. I 
am a keen birdwatcher and the sight of Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Nuthatches always 
reminds me how lucky we are to have this woodland habitat on our doorsteps.  As a parent 
and a teacher, I know that Warley Woods offers such a valuable environment for children to 
explore and enjoy the outdoors.  I believe that one of our main duties as trustees is to ensure 
that this wonderful place has a sustainable legacy as a valuable wildlife corridor and place for 
people to experience nature. 
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I am also very much a people person and am proud of the way that the Trust has developed 
so many different community events for people to enjoy. I am part of the Communities and 
Events Sub-group and I look forward to meeting new people, learning new things and         
enjoying the entertainment we have on offer in our events programme. 
I  have learned a lot from my fellow trustees, the Trust staff and the many volunteers who help 

to make Warley Woods the wonderful place it is. I  would particularly like to mention the late 

Dick Marsh whose advice and example inspired  me to stand as a trustee.  Thank you. 

The Mad Hatter’s Walk for the Woods –  

and the dormouse in the teapot 

 
Saturday March 3 was one of the few sunny and warm days this month, and about 150     
people set off throughout the morning to Walk for the Woods and raise money for the Trust.  
The theme was the Mad Hatter, in readiness for the outdoor theatre production of ‘Alice’ in 
June, and people came dressed in a variety of styles - of full costume and hats.  I won’t     
embarrass her by naming the mother whose son insisted that she wore his underpants as a 
hat – but she entered into the spirit of the day and seemed to survive the ordeal. 
 
Providing additional entertainment this year was the band Triple Helix  which set up near the 
big stones and kept both the walkers and other park users entertained throughout the day. 
Thanks to them for all their enthusiasm and entering into the spirit of the occasion. 
 
For all the walkers there was tea and home made cakes at the finish at the Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party.  There was even a dormouse in one of the teapots. The cakes were provided by many 
volunteers and very good they were too.  All those calories taken off by the walk were soon 
put back on! 
 
The serious part of the annual Walk for the Woods is to raise money to help with the general 
upkeep of the park, and many of the walkers cajoled their friends and relatives into sponsor-
ing them to complete as many circuits (1.05 miles) as they could.  Unlike Red Nose Day we 
cannot say that we have raised millions of pounds (we can dream…) but when all the spon-
sorship money has been collected we are hoping to have raised more than last year.  The fig-
ure should be available for the next edition of the Leaflet in the summer. 
 
Thanks to everyone who walked, sponsored the walkers, helped put up marquees, made 

cakes, served teas, organised the walkers and played in the band.  Without you the event 

could not have taken place.      

Kate  Slade 
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Oral History Project 

 
The Warley Woods Oral History project has now been running for a year 
and below are the thoughts of one of the interviewers, Angela Harris 
 
I have now done 7 interviews. It has been a great privilege to talk to     
people about Warley Woods. It can be an emotional experience for them 
to recall the days of their youth but they have all been overwhelmingly 
generous in giving their time and sharing their    memories. What comes across is the 
'special-ness' of the place and somehow, magically, the people are special people. Their 
outlook on life is overwhelmingly positive, (I hope some of that attitude rubs off on me).   
 
At the start of the project I was interested in the history of the woods. I come from a   
Warley family and my Aunt (who is 94) was the first interviewee. An ancestor who was 
deported to Australia for stealing a coat was described as 'a Woodsman from Warley'. I 
was interested in tales of secret passages and grey ladies. I still am, but, through doing 
the interviews, I have become more and more interested in the atmosphere/ambiance of 
the woods. Having a place in the urban conurbation which gives such a rural aspect and 
where children could be 'free' from morn til night has, to me, had such a beneficial effect 
on the mental health of those who were fortunate to live near that it has almost become 
the most important aspect of the oral history project. 
 
 Yes, we do need to record physical details but equally or more important is to record the 
psychological benefit on people from having the woods to wander in. This is something 
that I think we all instinctively know but in these times of pressure on the green belt we 
need to reinforce it -  and the oral history project is turning out to do just that. One of my 
interviewees from a Smethwick family with 11 children remembered all the children in the 
street would go together to play in the woods, another interviewee said that he would go 
on his own with a ball and before long there would be 40 children playing with him.  
 
I know times have changed and children don't 'play out' much anymore but at what cost? 
 
These are obviously 'snapshots' and anecdotal but I have been struck by the similarity of 
outlook in all my interviewees. 

Angela Harris 
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Spring Crossword by Humph 

Some of the answers relate to the theme of this summer’s Theatre in the Woods 

Across Down 

1)    He was put in the teapot  (8) 
5)    Animal at the tea party  (4) 
9)    This did the quadrille  (7) 
10)  She fell down the rabbit hole  (5) 
11)  --- Korbut, Russian gymnast  (4) 
12)  Place to store grain  (7) 
14)  Be attentive  (6) 
16)  Four in a year  (6) 
19)  Disease which can be spread by 
       mosquitoes  (7) 
21)  What prisoners serve  (4) 
24)  Loud sound  (5) 
25)  Former pop group  (7) 
26)  Cruel monster  (4) 
27)  Fastens together with cotton  (8) 

1)    Spanish Surrealist painter  (4) 
2)    One who defies authority  (5) 
3)    Biscuit often eaten in Scotland  (7) 
4)    Small branches or twigs   (6) 
6)    1,5 and 18 are examples of these (7) 
7)    The whole population  (8) 
8)    Swimming competition  (4) 
13)  10 across used this as a croquet  
        mallet  (8) 
15)  More stupid  (7) 
17)  Part of book, for example  (7) 
18)  Animal with a watch who worried 
       about being late  (6) 
20)  Made of coral – there’s a big one off 
       the coast of Australia  (4) 
22)  Enrich the ground round plants  (5) 
23)  River that goes through Oxford  (4)  

Send completed crossword to:  WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick B67 5ED 
by by April 8th for the chance to win a prize. 
Name:.................................................................. Phone...................................................... 
Address:................................................................................................................................ 
 
Answers to Winter crossword: Across:  1) Change; 4) Offended; 9) Saddle; 10) Talisman; 12) 
Onyx; 13) Banks; 14) Once; 17) Early Morning; 20) Perspectives; 23) Away; 24) Gnash; 25) Ural; 
28) Pine tree; 29) Havant; 30) Royalist; 31) Winded 
Down: 1) Customer; 3), 5), 2) Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh; 6) Exit; 7) Demand; 8) Danger; 11) 
Carol Singers; 15) Byres; 16) Knots; 18) Overland; 19) Isolated; 21) Hamper; 22) Dainty; 26) Et 
al; 27) Magi                           
The Christmas hamper was won by Mary Parker from Harborne 

Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5ED 

Office:  0121 420 1061 Shop:   0121 429 2440  Golf bookings:  0121 429 2440 
Email:   admin@warleywoods.org.uk  Website:  www.warleywoods.org.uk 
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