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Spring is here
This time I’m writing my piece 
just after Storm Doris has 
blasted its way through. This 
storm certainly did a lot of 
damage locally with trees 
blown down and buildings 
damaged. It is always a worry 
for the Trust and residents 
alike when storms arrive, as 
we are dealing with the natural 
environment and the forces of 
nature beyond our control.  

To help keep us all safe, the 
Trust does have safety 
inspections carried out along 
with safety works by our own 
staff and specialist 
contractors. By coincidence, 
some tree safety works had 
been done in the days before 
the storm, and we only lost 
three trees with no damage to 
any people or property. 

The winter months are always a 
time for extra maintenance whilst 
staff are not having to cut the 
grass. This year has seen lots of 
work with improvements to 
greens and bunkers on the golf 
course along with improvement 
work to the rose garden paths 
and new tree planting from our 
own tree nursery.  

We are probably unique for a 
park in that we grow our own 
trees from our own acorns and 
beech nuts etc, rather than buy 
them in from suppliers. The fence 
on Lightwoods Hill has also now 
been properly repaired after it 
was hit by a car. It took a long 
time to get a payout from the 
insurance industry, as the driver, 
who ran off, was not insured. 

The mild winter has not suited 
those who like to get their 
sledges out, but it has meant that 
the golf course has only had one 
day closed, although wet 
conditions has prevented the use 
of buggies on the course. 

The Trust Board has now agreed 
the business plan and budget for 
the coming financial year. We are 
pleased that the grant from the 
Council is being maintained, and 
that overall our finances look in 
good shape. Partially helped by 
the mild winter and new 
Christmas products, our trading 
position has remained strong.  

This is critical to us with every 
penny we earn being spent at 

Warley Woods. There is an 
increase in green fees for the golf 
course this year, but we are still 
very competitive with other 
courses. 

We are also continuing with our 
plans for replacement of the 
pavilion. This is a long term 
project that will require a lot of 
fund raising, but we have to 
recognise that the current 
building was designed to be 
temporary sixty years ago. Look 
out for more detail. 

The area continues to face the 
threat of unlawful encampments 
on parks and green spaces 
resulting in serious damage 
being done and masses of 
dumped rubbish left behind. In a 
recent case it cost £16,000 to 
clear up afterwards. The Trust 
must do all that we can to protect 
the Woods, and this has meant 
still having vehicle access closed 
at Abbey Road and protecting the 
gates and car park by the 
pavilion. Hopefully a solution can 
be found to this problem and we 
can all get back to normal. 

Now, let's look forward to a nice 
summer, and at Warley Woods 
we have our usual array of 
events that make the summer 
even better. The Board and 
myself look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Steve Eling 
Chair of the Trust
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This article, like most writing, 
starts with a blank page 
(screen). 

I wonder what shall I tell them 
about this time? What is an 
important issue in my Warley 
Woods world at the moment? 
What might members like to know 
about?  Then I come up with a 
massive list and start typing in 
earnest.  I try and give some 
insight into what the Trust does, 
because for someone who 
doesn't live and breathe Warley 
Woods, they might just think it is 
all mowing and litter picking, but I 
hope through the LEAFlet, our 
members know it is so much 
more than that.  Sometimes when 
you are in the thick of things you 
can lose perspective, so please 
let me know if there is something 
you would like to know more 
about in depth and I'll include it in 
a future piece.  
(viv@warleywoods.org.uk). 

In the meantime - here is what 
is going on for me in the Trust 
world at the moment. 

It feels very much as if we are 
getting ready and gearing up for 
the spring and the lighter, warmer 
days.  Much thought is going into 
delivering the projects and 
activities that were agreed by the 
Board.  I need to sort out schools 
and dates for our planting project, 
funded by Unum.  I will be 
meeting staff from Groundwork 
who are bringing a new weekly 
volunteer group to us.   

Golf marketing ideas are taking 
shape, building on our pilot year 
last year.  Sharon is buying new 
stock for the shop after our 
Christmas successes.  Kathy has 
already booked the toilets for our 
events and had her first Picnic 
Committee Meeting.  I've booked 

the donkeys for the Picnic and 
started to contact doggy 
demonstrators about September's 
All About Dogs.  After Derek 
Spires's retirement, we have 
secured a new sponsor for our 
professional theatre - Kitty Angels 
- pet sitters. 

I have an annual fundraising plan 
sorted, and I've applied for money 
to move our golf practice nets and 
to refurb the play area, and the 
next ones on my list are to look 
for funds for a larger chainsaw 
and a whacker plate (used to 
maintain paths).  I'm applying to 
Birmingham City Council for data 
on Quinton householders, so we 
can encourage them to join the 
Trust - as we have done over the 
last few years in Abbey and Old 
Warley wards, in Sandwell. 

We've had some media attention 
recently - one about Warley 
Woods, a feature in the Express 
and Star.  Others have been film 
crews using Warley Woods as a 
location - including Countryfile 
Diaries, Car SOS and Central 
News.  We do charge a small fee 
for this and I know people really 
enjoy seeing their own special 
site on TV - we aren't one of the 
UK's favourite parks for nothing!   

Then there have been some 
"moving on" things.  We said 
goodbye to Oscott Horticulture 
who have played a part in 
maintaining Warley Woods ever 
since the Trust took over.  They 
have only been litter picking for 
the last few years, but we decided 
their visits often overlapped with 
volunteer sessions and we would 
try and maintain the site without 
this service and use the funds to 
benefit elsewhere.  We are also 
saying goodbye to ADT as our 
alarm monitoring and maintaining 

company. We would like to work 
with a more local company that 
can offer better service, 
particularly when we need to call 
them out, outside working hours. 
We hope to be working with a 
smaller local company soon.   

After 8 or 9 years, Kickstart 
Bootcamp has moved on to using 
their own premises for training 
and so we will be looking for new 
professionals who might want to 
use the site as their outdoor gym - 
to ensure we continue to offer a 
range of exercise opportunities on 
site through our partners. 

Then there have been the usual 
business type things that keep 
rolling around - insurance 
renewals (our policies are 
complicated), upgrading our 
CCTV, renewing our grant 
agreement with Sandwell Council.  
While I am not so involved with 
the day to day maintenance of the 
site as I used to be - Alan is in full 
control - I do still have a role to 
play with some of our contractors, 
for example I had to send the 
replacement fence on Lightwoods 
Hill back as it was the wrong 
colour!  I'm also involved in our 
treework contract and ensuring all 
of the safety work is completed. 

While we love achieving things 
and moving forward, 
sometimes things don't always 
work out and as members you 
should know about the bruises, as 
well as the smiles!  I have been 
working on a simple concept for 
some posters for our notice 
boards and it has taken over a 
year and they still aren't 
completed - nothing yet has 
managed to pass the scrutiny test 
of our Communications subgroup 
(sometimes I wish they weren't so 
darned conscientious). 

Viv’s Round Up
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 I've also been investigating 
bringing outdoor cinema to the 
Woods, but I think this has now 
become a rejected project for us - 
financially and practically.  Finally, 
I hoped we'd be able to make use 
of a Google charitable initiative 
and get some free advertising for 
the golf course - but after several 
hours I have to admit defeat - I 
may have successfully applied for 
Chinese visas this year, but 
Google admin broke me! 

One of the interesting 
conversations I've been having 
with the Resources subgroup (we 
have many) has been about 
encouraging people to give 
monthly donations.  These are 
just great for the Trust - small 
amounts from lots of people, 
every month, form the bedrock of 
our annual donations.  They 
assure us money every month for 
the essentials of maintaining the 
site and our donors don't have to 
bother with renewals.   

Our monthly donors now give 
over £5,000 a year so you can 
see why these amounts are so 
important to a small charity like 
the Trust while to our donors they 
are just paying £2 - £15 a month 
(whatever is right for them).  One 
of the things we know is difficult is 
that people are so used to direct 
debits, that when we say we are 
too small for them and have to do 
standing orders, people struggle 
to get their head arounds this. 
They often go away with good 
intentions to set one up, but then, 
the admin of the rest of their life, 
quite understandably, takes over. 

So Resources and I have been 
exploring the many companies 
who say they will help charities, 
by providing ways for people to 
set up monthly donations online 
and we have looked at 9 different 

companies.  We wanted a way 
people could just click through 
online and set something up - so 
we could get them from 
"interested" to "committed" in one 
step.  Only one service actually 
met all our needs, but they were 
just too expensive for us.  We just 
didn't want such a large chunk of 
your donations going to pay just 
for those arrangements.   

What we have done instead, is 
set up an online arrangement so 
that anyone with a Paypal 
account can set up a subscription 
to Warley Woods Community 
Trust - this means a monthly or 
annual donation can quickly be 
done.   It isn't perfect, as it only 
works for people with Paypal 
accounts (or people prepared to 
set one up), but it does take us 
some way along the journey.   

We're going to try it for a year 
and see if it works, or whether 
we have to go for a more 
expensive option after all.  If you 
want to have a look at this, or 
even set up a monthly (or annual) 
donation through Paypal; this is 
our webpage about monthly 
donations 
http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/
warley-woods-trust/funders/
monthly-donation/ 
or use the quick code  http://
wp.me/P77wVL-YM 

Anyway, that is just a few of the 
things that we have been paying 
attention to in the Warley Woods 
office over recent months.  Now 
let's look forward to green leaves 
on the trees and the daffodils 
coming into flower to inspire us 
for the next few months. 

Viv 

*********************************** 

THANKS! 
  
Thank you Nisa at Warley 

Many thanks to Jas and Gee at 
Warley Nisa who have recently 
handed over a cheque for £1400 
to the Trust.  This is such a 
generous donation and came 
about when they asked a 
customer if they knew of any local 
charities that they could support.  
Little did they know that the 
customer just happened to be a 
Trustee at Warley Woods!  The 
money will go towards 2 new 
benches for the park. We are 
delighted to make this link and 
hope that other local businesses 
might also consider donations to 
the Trust. 

****** 

Thanks to Sandwell MBC 

We have recently heard that 
Sandwell MBC have renewed our 
grant for a further three years.  
This is so important to us as it 
means that we can plan the 
budget with much more certainty 
knowing that this money will be 
available.  We know that the 
council are very committed to 
maintaining the parks and green 
spaces in the borough and we are 
grateful for their support. 

**************************************
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John, a retired engineer, is a 
volunteer at Warley Woods, 
having started in 2015.  Brought 
up in Hockley he has lived close 
to the Woods for over 40 years 
and he’s been walking and cycling 
through the Woods for quite a few 
of them.  We asked him some 
questions about his experience of 
volunteering. 

Why did you become a 
volunteer? 

I’ve seen the Woods change for 
the better since the Trust took 
over, and after I retired I decided I 
wanted to give something back 
because I’ve got so much from 
the Woods.  And they’re close to 
home!  Then, one Sunday, I 
bumped into some volunteers and 
asked what was involved.  It 
sounded interesting so I went to 
the next Monday afternoon 
session.  I’ve been going ever 
since.  There are four sessions a 
month, two on Sundays the others 
on Mondays.  My job had always 
been inside and I really fancied 
doing something outside in the 
fresh air. 

You mention that the park has 
improved since the Trust took it 
over.  Can you remember what 
it was like before? 

The park wasn’t in a good state. 
Most of the fences were down and 
the paths were terrible. There was 
no way you could get a buggy 
along the main drive.  Then I 
found out that the Trust had got a 
grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and I watched the change 
start to happen.  Actually, I think a 
seed to volunteer was sown then. 

What is it that you like about 
volunteering? 

I prefer to be a backroom boy 
rather than at the front and 
volunteering lets me do this.  You 
don’t need special skills but if you 
have some the Trust will probably 
be able to find a use for them!  I 
like the contacts and friendships 
I’ve made and it’s great that park 
users appreciate what I’m doing 
and stop to thank me for my 
efforts – that’s nice.  Volunteering 
makes a difference and I really 
want to help maintain the lovely 
appearance of the Woods.   

The Volunteer thank you night in 
the summer is a great opportunity 
to meets others, sometimes doing 
very different jobs to mine and 
who I’ve never met before. I think 
it’s great that there’s no 
requirement or pressure to give a 
certain amount of time each week 
to the Woods.  It’s made very 
clear that you help when you can 
and if you can’t no-one is going to 
criticise you. 

You said that you helped on 
Monday afternoons.  Have you 
got involved with any other 
aspects of volunteering? 

A few months ago I was invited to 
join the Site sub group.  It looks at 
all aspects of the work needed to 
maintain the Woods in good 

condition.  It meets once a month 
and has a mix of staff, trustees 
and volunteers. Jobs are shared 
out according to what we can 
manage.   

A good example is the Wilderness 
where I’m looking at the 
boardwalk to see how best to 
manage it during the winter.  The 
interesting thing about joining this 
group is that I’m now much more 
aware of what goes into running 
the Trust and looking after the 
Woods. 

I’ve also just started delivering the 
Leaflet to Trust members near to 
where I live.  It’s only once every 
three months and it only takes an 
hour or two.  Occasionally when 
I’m out I bump into neighbours. I 
usually use it as a chance to 
encourage them to join the Trust. 

You sound like you’re getting 
quite involved.  Anything else? 

Well, I’m setting up a new 
fundraising venture with one of 
the trustees – a plant sale in the 
Spring. (May 20th, 10 am – 2pm)  
I appreciate that the Trust has to 
raise lots of money and I thought 
this would be a good way to help.  
I’ve been involved in fundraising 
for other organisations in the past 
and I’d like to do some more. 

What has been the highlight of 
your first year of volunteering? 

Undoubtedly the Picnic in the 
Park.  It’s also one of my earliest 
memories of the Trust, and one of 
my friends played in a band.  
Seeing the marquees go up first 
thing in the morning to the 
evening when everything’s been 
taken down and everyone has 
gone and all the litter has been 
tidied away is fantastic.  

Volunteer Q & A
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Being part of that is really 
satisfying.  Knowing that lots of 
people and families had a great 
day out in their local park is 
brilliant - my family have been 
coming for years and they love it.  

If you had a wish for the 
Woods what would it be? 

I wish that the Woods will keep 
its Green Flag standard and for 
us to be the number one park in 
England (which we are really), 
and that more local businesses 
will come and support the 
Woods. 

What would you say to anyone 
who is thinking of 
volunteering for the Trust? 

I would say – give it a go!  I’ve 
received a very warm welcome 
and there are lots of 
opportunities to get involved – 
they’re very varied and 
interesting.  It is a great to chat 
with the public when we’re out 
working. It’s also helped me 
understand how the Trust works, 
especially from being on the Site 
sub-group.   

I know that the help I offer is 
welcome and I can dip in and out 
without feeling under pressure, 
especially if I can’t turn up for a 
session. We all have different 
skills and the Trust does its best 
to find the right thing for you.  
  
Oh yes, and at the end of each 
session you get a cup of tea!  

Parakeets 

As much as we all love the 
Woods it would be difficult to 
describe them as exotic.  So, 
strange to see we have some 
new friends flying about the 
place. Parakeets, they’re usually 
associated with much warmer 
climates like those in Jhimil 
Breckenbridge’s Prayer,   
as the morning breeze wafts 
over fragrant jasmine and bela 
and the parakeets roost  
in guava trees 

Parakeets are the UK’s only 
naturalised parrot, and have long 
tails with a crimson hooked beak 
and both sexes have green 
plumage with greenish-grey legs.  
Their flight is strong and direct.  
Although only a few birds have 
been seen in the Woods they 
can roost in their hundreds.  
They are very noisy and their call 
sounds like a squeaky toy.  The 
parakeet's diet consists of 
seeds, berries, fruits, flowers and 
nectar. 

    c. RSPB 

How they got here is the subject 
of urban myth but two of the 
commonest reasons are that 
they escaped from Pinewood 
Studios during the filming of The 
African Queen, in the early 
1950s.  The other is that Jimi 
Hendrix released a pair, Adam 
and Eve, as a gesture of peace 
in the late 1960s. As to how they 
reached the Woods, the most 
likely explanation is that they 
come from a well established 
colony in Sandwell valley. 

The British population of 
parakeets, Psittacula krameri, 
has boomed from less than 
1,000 birds (1970) in Greater 
London.  By 2010 they had 
spread further afield and their 
number was put at over 30,000.  
It’s now thought that its on the 
way to doubling that figure.  So 
don’t disbelieve your eyes.  Keep 
them peeled and you might just 
see a flash of paradise zip past 
you. 
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March in Warley Woods

The word 'March' comes from 
the Roman 'Martius'.  

This was originally the first month 
of the Roman calendar and was 
named after Mars, the god of war. 
We changed to the 'New Style' or 
'Gregorian calendar in 1752, and it 
is only since then that the year 
began on 1st January.  
March brings with it the 
anticipation of Spring; 20th March 
is the Vernal or Spring Equinox 
when there is equal periods of 
night and day and officially marks 
the start of Spring. March can 
have warm days, but can still be a 
reminder that winter still has a grip 
with snow, heavy rain and cold 
north winds.   

Although there can be warm days, 
March can often remain in the grip 
of the winter weather. However it 
is impossible not to feel the 
mounting anticipation of Spring 
and notice the new emergent life.  
As the nights get longer, and at 
last the clocks change ("spring 
forward"), there is a renewed 
optimism for the new season 
ahead.  Like most months, March 
weather lore has many old sayings 
to guide us: 

In the woodland the ground is 
green with shoots and many 
woodland plant species are 
starting to come into flower.  Early 
lesser celandines have already 
shown their yellow petals to the 
sun, however when it is dull the 
flowers remain closed.  Other 

woodland species such as the 
wood anemone, town hall clock 
and the sweet violet, with its small 
purple flowers, also appear.   

In the hedgerows towards the end 
of the month the blackthorn (also 
known as sloe) flowers.  Bushes 
are covered in clouds of white 
blossom borne on its dark, thorn 
laden branches.  This shrub is 
sometimes confused with 
hawthorn, but the hawthorn does 
not flower until May and comes 
into leaf before the blossom 
opens.   

The verges are greening up again, 
as the fresh new grass growth 
replaces the dirty winter herbage. 
White and red dead nettle are also 
starting to flower and some trees 
show early break out of buds such 
as horse chestnut, elder and 
hawthorn.  Gorse bears its bright 
yellow flowers and attracts early 
insects. 

In March and April bats emerge 
from their winter hibernation, to 
hunt out flying insects on which 
they feed.  In towns the small 
pipistrelle is the most common 
species. 

Bats are very particular in their 
hibernating sites requiring a stable 
temperature and humidity.   
Hedgehogs also become active 
after hibernation. 

As more summer migrants arrive 
in late March, the woodland dawn 
chorus will swell.  However the 
resident birds are already in full 
song proclaiming their territories to 
all comers.  Song thrushes, 
blackbird, greenfinch, great tit and 
robin are amongst the most 
noticeable of these.  This is 
therefore a good time to start 
learning bird song of the more 
common species, before the 
summer migrants get in on the act. 

Moths and butterflies still in 
hibernation start to awaken to 
search for food, look out for early 
moth, pale brindle beauty, and 
winter moth, and red admiral, 
brimstone, peacock, comma, and 
small tortoiseshell butterflies.  

Usually the first butterfly of the 
year to emerge from hibernation is 
the beautiful lemon yellow male 
and greenish white female 
brimstone.  It is possible that the 
word butterfly is derived from the 
yellow butter colour of this species 
- who knows?  The adult is an 
important pollinator of the yellow 
primroses flowering at this time, 
whereas its caterpillars feed only 
on buckthorn.  This month is also 
the time for the aptly named 
March moth.  Late March is 
warmer and better for 
overflies,bees and ladybirds.

'When March comes in like a lion it goes out like a lamb.' 
'As it rains in March so it rains in June.’ 

'March winds and April showers 
                       Bring forth May flowers.'
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Plant Sale 

In the Volunteer Q & A  (page 4), John mentions a 
forthcoming plant sale.  It’s something we’ve talked 
about for a while but when John had a chance 
conversation with one of the trustees things started 
to take shape.  It will be on May 20th, 10.00 – 2.00, 
outside the Pavilion. And here’s where we need 
your help. It’ll soon be the planting season and 
whether you’re sowing seeds, taking cuttings or 
potting on seedlings please set a few aside for the 
Plant Sale. Perhaps you have a friend or neighbour 
who would also give. Unwanted plants are welcome 
too but we won’t be able to take trees or big 
bushes. We’ll have more details about the exact 
location and how to get the plants to us nearer the 
time. 

If you’ve never tried growing anything before this 
might be a great time to have a go and get green. 
Follow the instructions carefully on the back of the 
seed packet and you should soon see rewards for 
your efforts. If you’re still not sure ask a friend or 
neighbour who’s a keen gardener or has an 
allotment. They’re usually only too happy to share 
their knowledge and experience. Or you could visit 
a garden centre for help or somewhere like Webb’s, 
Three Shires Oak Road.  So get growing, get green 
and get giving for the Woods! 

Future Events 

Monday 17th April Easter Egg Roll 11am 
Friday 7th April Fundraising Quiz 7.30pm 
Saturday 6th May Dawn Chorus Walk 5am 
Saturday 3rd June Bake for the Woods 11am 

How can you help?

The Trust is always looking for things to do that are 
fun and interesting and raise valuable funds.  It 
takes a lot of money to keep the Woods looking as 
good as it does – about £750 every day of the year. 

Regular Donations 
Bank: Unity Trust Bank 
Sort Code: 60 83 01 
Account name: Warley Woods Community Trust  
Account number: 20140908 

Warley Woods Collecting Tins 
Have you ever thought of having a collecting tin for 
Warley Woods at your place of work?  Recently one 
of our members brought in the tin from his work and 
there was over £95 in it.  He wondered why it was 
so heavy!  If you would like a tin please contact 
Sharon at the Shop and she can arrange for this. 
0121 429 2440. 

Give a gift of Trust membership
Membership costs £6 for an individual, £4 for 
concessions and £12 for a family living at the same 
address.  This can be done online or by calling in to 
the shop. 

There are lots more ways to raise funds for the 
woods on our website. 
Go to: 
http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/ 
Get Involved 
Help raise vital funds 

http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/warley-woods-trust/
funders/

Contact Us: 
Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill,  Smethwick,  B67 5ED 
Charity number: 1092754: 
Tel: 
0121 420 1061 (office) 
0121 429 2440 (golf bookings and shop) 
E-mail: admin@warleywoods.org.uk

Events and more 

mailto:admin@warleywoods.org.uk
mailto:admin@warleywoods.org.uk
http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/
http://www.warleywoods.org.uk/warley-woods-trust/funders/
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Send the completed crossword to WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, B67 5ED for a chance to win 
a prize. First one out of the hat after April 7th wins 
Name:……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Phone/e-mail:………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Answers to Winter Crossword: 
Across: 1) Cabbages; 5) Prop; 9) Peanuts; 10) Denim; 11) Roof; 12) Yashmak; 14) Ensure; 16) Garden; 19) Echidna; 
21) Tags; 24) Inlet; 25) Lecture; 26) Corn; 27) Accesses 
Down: 1) Ceps; 2) Beano; 3) Aquifer; 4) Essays; 6) Renamed; 7) Pumpkins; 8) Odes; 13) Celeriac; 15) Scholar; 17) 
Article; 18) Garlic; 20) Data; 22) Glues; 23) Peas 

Thanks to the many who entered. The winner was Ann Yorke from Oldbury. Humph has decided to make this one 
more difficult as obviously the last was too easy!

Spring Crossword  
Compiled by Humph

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18

19 20 21 22

23

24 25

26 27

Across 
1)    No lid in the grasses gives us  
       something to look forward to  (8)     
5)    A detective group is sour (4) 
9)    Agrees – romantically? (4,3) 
10)  Benjamin nervously holds part of  
       dartboard (5) 
11)  The queen is off, therefore  (4) 
12)  Check on broken pins etc (7) 
14)  Distributes – to keen gardeners? (6) 
16)  Cave is mostly bad with nothing at the    
       end  (6) 
19)  Trains here – at start of 1 across    
       perhaps?  (7) 
21)  Old sailor seasons the food (4) 
24)  She could be eaten green or black  (5) 
25)  It is said that Ethelred wasn’t prepared  
       (7) 
26)  Wise herb? (4) 
27)  If Humph were this the crossword  
       wouldn’t exist!  (8)

 Down 
1)    Stockings full of water? (4) 
2)    One way to propagate a hen? (5)  
3)    Say ‘D’ for times of recreation  (4,3)  
4)    She may sin perhaps (6) 
6)    Happy with what’s inside (7) 
7)    Length of time radio nut is confused  
       (8) 
8)    Avoid her (4) 
13)  Soon a fish swallows wind  
       instruments (8) 
15)  10 lords are doing this at Christmas  
       (7) 
17)  Keep back to try again at tennis (7) 
18) and 22)  Time off from work for 1  
      across (6,5) 
20)  Thought is nearly perfect (4) 
22)  See 18 down 
23)  Sounds like insect agrees to extras (4) 


