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Some good, some bad, this time
I always like to give good news 
in my piece for the Leaflet, 
including positive news from 
the board. This time though it's 
a bit of a mixed picture.  

We certainly have had some good 
events over the summer. The 
picnic, despite the weather was a 
great event again; and the 
“Theatre in the Woods” was as 
popular as ever; and for the first 
time we had the overnight camp. 

 As I write, we are in the lead up 
to “All about dogs”, which I hope 
will be as popular again this year.  
We are very pleased with the 
support we continue to get from 
regular volunteers together with 
corporate volunteers as well. The 
recent improvements to the 
Pavilion with new flooring, 
especially in the café, make the 
place look so much better. It is a 
fact that the Woods would not be 
the great place it is without the 
level of support we have for 
improvements and organising 
events. So, well done everyone 
involved. 

Sadly, I have to refer to the 
damage to the golf course that we 
have been experiencing this 
summer, which many of you may 
have seen referred to in other e-
mails and through other 
communications. Most of the 
damage appears to happen over 
night and includes damage to the 
greens and bunkers alongside the 
watering system. It is not a single 
cause of damage, and may even 
be that some people don't realise 
what damage they are doing. 
However some is evidently 
deliberate and criminal.  

The board had looked to locking 
gates over night in an attempt to 
address the issues, but many 
users were concerned about this. 
Consequently the gates have not 
been locked, but the problem 
remains. We do appreciate that 
more people have volunteered to 
patrol and we will start to use 
cctv, at least as a means of 
gathering evidence.  

We do need to reiterate that the 
golf course not only provides 
sport and recreation, helping 
many local people to keep fit and 
healthy, it also provides a 
substantial amount of the income 
that the Trust needs to keep the 
park going each year. Money lost 
when people take their custom 
elsewhere because of damage to 
the course, together with the staff 
time to repair damage and the 
cost of replacing what has been 
destroyed, all undermine the 
Trust’s ability to keep the park as 
the community wants.  

We have to be clear, the Trust 
cannot sustain the level of 
damage that we have been 
experiencing. The park as a 
whole is going to suffer unless the 
community unites to tackle the 
people who are responsible. It's 
clear that some people don't 
realise how lucky they are to have 
a park like Warley Woods, and at 
100 acres it is big enough to cater 
for everyone. 

Just a reminder, the Trust’s AGM 
is on 10th October in the Pavilion 
at 2.00pm. We are still looking to 
appoint a new treasurer this year. 
It's not a massive task and a 
volunteer with some knowledge of 
budgets would be welcome. 

Finally, don't forget we still have a 
few events for your calendar this 
year including Halloween; Santa 
in the Woods and the fundraising 
quiz night. I look forward to 
seeing many of you at these 
events. 
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I’m coming up to my 9th 
anniversary of being with the 
Trust.  It is the longest I have 
been in any work place and it still 
surprises me.  My first trustee 
boss, Dick Marsh, asked me if I 
could be kept interested and 
engaged as things were 
gradually sorted out (my track 
record is of a sorter/organiser 
who then leaves when things get 
mundane).   

I said I thought it was a 4 year 
job, may be 5.  So why am I still 
around – have I lost my job 
wanderlust, have I fallen in love 
with driving the A456? No it is 
because if anything there is more 
to do, more ideas, more 
inspirations, more lovely people 
involved and a work day in the 
Warley Woods is never mundane 
– overwhelming maybe, but 
never mundane. 

Early days 

Back when Kathy and I started 
with the Trust in autumn 2006, 
our office was a quiet one.  
There were just the two of us – 
our entrance was onto the car 
park.  Practically our only visitors 
were occasional members 
wanting to renew their 
memberships.  We got regular 
breaths of fresh air when we had 
to walk around the building to go 
to the loo as there was no 
doorway into the shop (and had 
to take our keys to lock and 
unlock the office door).   

I remember one day when Kathy 
came back from the loo to find 
she couldn’t get in, because 
someone had stolen the metal 
door handle.  I was inside at the 
time.  That was how quiet it was 

– someone could steal a door 
handle and not be noticed.  That 
made the Express and Star! 

Things are so very different now.  
Memberships are renewed at the 
counter in the shop, as the shop 
is run by the Trust and managed 
by Sharon.  We also have 
Heather in the office working on 
the CRM Project (more on this in 
News and Events, page 7).  This 
gives a real powerhouse of 
amazing women that work for the 
Trust.   

The Padgham Room (meeting 
room) just used to be a social 
space and house monthly 
meetings for the Golf Club and 
the Trust.  We now rent out it out 
and along with our regular 
bookers of Baby Ballet and 
Castle Road Playgroup, there is 
a stream of enquiries about 
using it.  We have had naming 
ceremonies, children’s birthday 
parties, music lessons, dog 
training, pilates to name just a 
few I can remember. 

We have regular dog visitors 
coming in who know about the 
supply of biscuits.  Volunteers 
coming to offer help or meet for 
Volunteer Sundays and 
Mondays, drop off tombola 
prizes, ask a question.  It is an 
unusual day if we don’t see at 
least three or four trustees and 
then there are the special days 
when we have corporate groups 
coming to work in the woods and 
being greeted - or in the case of 
a week ago, actually to work on 
the Pavilion.  Thank you Cofely 
for our refurbished cafe, corridor 
and new benches. 

Our events have become so 
popular we have had to start 
taking bookings for more of them 
and this brings a steady stream 
of people into the building mainly 
during the summer time.  
Combined with people coming to 
register for free golf camp, now 
in its sixth year, it is almost 
bedlam at times.   

Roll forward a few years 

It isn’t just the building that is 
much busier.  The office also 
handles lots of enquiries about 
using the site.  Sometimes it is 
just someone asking if it is OK to 
scatter ashes, or to hold a family 
get together and put up a 
gazebo, or do some student 
filming or photography.  Other 
enquiries look like they will be 
one-off events but become 
regulars.  

I remember a few years ago at 
an AGM there was a suggestion 
we should organise cross 
country running which used to be 
a feature of the park in the past.  
The answer then was that it 
could happen, but it would need 
a group of volunteers to take it 
forward.  None were forthcoming 
then, but roll forward a few years 
to this winter and we will be 
hosting three major cross 
country events, both adults and 
youngsters, and we also have a 
regular scout cross country in the 
summer. 

This has grown from just one 
event with competitors coming to 
it who see the amazing space we 
have and want to use it for their 
own competitions.  

Viv’s Round Up 



 

We didn’t used to charge the 
clubs for using the site as we 
were so pleased to host the 
events, but now we do ask for a 
good donation – this helps us 
keep the site looking good – 
which is what has attracted them 
to come in the first place! 

Our Warley Woods events have 
become fairly established over 
the last few years – although we 
do like to mix it up a bit – as with 
the Overnight Camp this year – 
a really lovely and popular 
event.  Of these Trust events, 
two of them include dog shows.  
Then Animal House Rescue, 
who often attend our events, 
asked if they could hold a 
special anniversary event to 
invite all the dogs they had 
rehomed.  What started as a 
one off has now evolved into two 
annual events – which means 
there are four dog shows in 
Warley Woods each year (and 
who knows about next year). 

Special events 

I think it is worth mentioning 
here that most people do 
approach us about events 
they are planning and 
everyone who does, tends to 
have already thought about 
important things like safety 
and inconvenience to other 
park users, but we do 
sometimes discover things 
happening that we don’t 
know about.  I walked into 60 
architecture students 
measuring up for a new 
building project.  I have been 
called out to someone 
lighting smoke bombs for a 
photography shoot and I 
found out weeks later about 
a most amazing Gruffalo 
hunt held by a school.  THE 

Gruffalo was in Warley 
Woods!  

While we don’t always need to 
know about these activities, it is 
lovely if we are contacted in 
advance. It helps us deal with 
enquires from the public and it 
might have meant we could 
have given help or built a new 
relationship or partnership – 
wouldn’t it have been lovely if 
those students had had a brief 
to design an actual building to 
meet the Trust’s needs, rather 
than just something conjured up 
into their tutor’s imagination.  

Sometimes we find that people 
don’t actually think they are 
holding an event, but in my 
opinion if you are doing 
something which involves 
inviting people who you don’t 
actually know (through a poster 
or facebook) then you become 
responsible for your activities.  If 
you are also asking people for 
money, even if it is a donation to 
charity, then this become an 
event as well and needs 
checking through with us at the 
office.  We don’t always impose 
a charge for using the site for an 
event, but we do need to check 
for clashes and that things like 
safety, toilets and other issues 
have been covered. 

Sometimes the office and shop 
are busy for less positive 
reasons.  People reporting 
damage, making complaints 
about dogs out of control, 
people racing around on bikes.  
Sometimes it is because the 
Trust has made a decision they 
don’t like and want to make their 
views known.  We have 
experienced that three times this 
year, with the tree felling off 
Barclay Road, our installation of 
squirrel bait hoppers and very 

recently the proposal to start 
locking two pedestrian gates in 
the evenings.  Not all decisions, 
intended for the best for the site 
as a whole, are bound to be 
universally popular and they are 
highly likely to bring a stream of 
visitors, emailers and facebook 
posters, all of whom need to be 
dealt with and responded to 
while keeping everything else 
progressing as well.   

Care for the woods 

What the volume of response 
always tells us is how 
passionately people care about 
Warley Woods and how much 
they view it as their own – just 
like all the Trustees and the staff 
who work for it.  While these 
aren’t my favourite days in the 
office, they certainly aren’t 
mundane and it is always an 
opportunity to try and convert 
them into Trust supporters.  If 
they love and care about Warley 
Woods so much, then let’s hope 
they will join the Trust and like 
you, be one of the first to be 
reading this article.... 

Thank you for all you do to 
support the Community Trust 
and ensure Warley Woods is 
a special place now and for 
future generations. 

Viv



 

Warley Woods - botanical musings
Professor Ian Trueman is a 
prominent botanist and along 
with others he has written ‘Flora 
of Birmingham and the Black 
Country’. This is very thorough 
and scholarly work recording 
species and habitat all across 
the region.  

As Professor of Botany at 
Wolverhampton University, he 
has inspired thousands of 
students, opening their eyes to 
the pleasure of knowing and 
identifying sedges, grasses and 
every branch of botany.  His 
energy and enthusiasm have 
been the driving force behind a 
great many people deciding to 
pursue nature conservation in a 
professional capacity.  He has 
now undertaken 2 Botanic walks 
in Warley Woods helping us 
understand the nature of the 
plants that we have and opening 
our eyes to the wide diversity 
that is here. In this article he 
illustrates the range of grasses in 
the meadow area of the park. 

The Birmingham and Black 
Country conurbation has a 
central corridor, relatively poor in 
species of semi-natural sites, 
stretching from Birmingham to 
Wolverhampton.  The Sandwell 
Valley is the main central island 
of higher diversity across the 
middle of this ‘concrete corridor’. 
Warley Woods is a major link 
between the Sandwell Valley and 
the richness of the Rowley Hills, 
Illey and the Woodgate Valley to 
the west and south and thus lies 
in a botanically strategic position. 

To what extent does Warley 
Woods fulfil this role? This 
might best be determined by 
examining each of the landscape 
units of the Park.  I would say 

that there are at least seven 
main landscape units in the 
Park: 
1. The general amenity 
grasslands  
2. The golf course grassland 
(managed differently) 
3. The wilderness (an early 
ecological succession area) 
4. Spontaneous scrub and 
woodland 
5. Very old plantation (some 
possibly on an ancient 
woodland site)  
6. Horticulturally-enriched 
areas  
7. Paths and tracks 

There is a story about every 
one of these units in the Park.  
The simplest one is probably 
about the general amenity 
grassland.  Its most extensive 
and  interesting area in the 
Park is the broad valley of the 
Repton Meadow.  Intensively 
mown and clearly much loved, 
it contains few wild flowers.  
However the fine grass species 
which make it up and which 
make it such a pleasant place 
to relax, suggest maturity, 
maybe even considerable age.  
Could it be the actual turf 
which Repton created?  Did it 
escape the ‘Dig for Victory’ 
campaign of the Second World 
War 1939-45?    

Here and there in the meadow 
you will find patches of a 
slightly coarser grass.  The 

leaves are rolled up into green 
bristles and are grouped in 
dense rosettes, which also 
include last season’s dead 
leaves.  Were you to dig up a bit 
(Heaven forbid!) you would find 
a coarse, almost fleshy bundle of 
leaf bases beneath each rosette.  
This is Mat-grass – a plant of 
heathland and mire.  In these 
same areas you may notice 
more open patches of another 
grass, with narrow, but flat-
bladed leaves which are 
distinctly blue-green in colour.  
This is Heath-grass, a plant of 
similar habitats to Mat-grass and 
even more restricted in its 
distribution in the conurbation.  
Both are only really common in 
Sutton Park locally.   

Have these been brought here 
on the feet of visitors?  Were 
they introduced by Repton? Or 
could this even be a remnant of 
the ‘acid’ grassland which would 
almost certainly have been here 
on the hill before Repton 
arrived? 

Ian Trueman 



 

The weekend of August 15th/16th 
saw the first ever Warley Woods 
Camp.  Over 80 people came 
and pitched their tents in the area 
of the meadow nearest to the 
Pavilion.   

Oakham Scout Group leaders 
were there to organise everything 
from the camp fire, to wide 
games, and breakfast in the 
morning and without them it 
would have been impossible to 
have run the event. 

For many children – and some of 
the adults, too - this was their first 
opportunity to camp out and was 
a ‘taster’ to see if camping might 
be a possibility for them.  Others 
were more seasoned campers 
with all the gear who just wanted 
to enjoy a night in their local park.  
For me, I think it was the first time 
I had camped for 39 years! 

The campers had the option of 
bringing their own food for the 
evening but most chose to have 
the fish and chips which were 
brought in from Chamberlains.  
Then there was the roasting of 
marshmallows by the camp fire, a 
rather limited attempt at Camp 
Fire songs, and lovely violin 
playing by Holly, one of the young 

campers.  Fortunately it was a 
clear, dry night – although quite 
cold! – and we woke to a 
beautiful sunny morning. Some 
had been woken much earlier by 
the owls hooting, however. 

Breakfast was 
soon on the 
go with lovely 
smells coming 
from the camp 
‘kitchen’.  Not 
often you get 
sausage, 
bacon and 
egg cooked in 
the open air! 

Then it was 
time to take 
the tents 
down and go 

home.  It was only a short camp, 
with limited numbers, as an 
experiment to see if it should 
become a more regular feature of 
our events programme.  The 
organisers have asked the 
campers for feedback and will be 
meeting to discuss this and to 
consider whether it is something 
we should repeat.   

It is hard work, though, and 
needs quite a few volunteers to 
make it run smoothly and that 

has to be taken into account for 
any future events. 

Many thanks must go to John 
Partridge, Lynne Armstrong and 
the other scout leaders for all 
their hard work and 
organisational skills which helped 
to ensure that the event ran 
smoothly.  They are great 
partners for the Trust to have and 
hopefully we can work together 
again. 

Kate Slade 

Some comments from the 
campers: 

‘… it was a fab day’ 

‘Our family had such a lovely 
time. Please do it again.’ 

 Warley Woods Camp



 

We asked readers to tell us what 
they like about the woods and 
here we hear from two park 
users.  

Katie Lonsdale is a keen golfer 
and as you will read here, a 
regular at the summer Forest 
School. 

Forest School 

I have been going to Forest 
School since I was small. I 
started in Forest Friends/Play 
where you go for the morning 
with your  Mum.  We did things 
like making fairy ladders out of 
string and twigs, stick dogs and 
dens.  We also did a lot of bug 
hunting. Sometimes we toasted 
marshmallows with the help of 
the leaders. 

When I was 8 I went up to 
Forest School where I stayed for 
the day without my Mum.  At 
Forest School we make dens 
which we usually eat our lunch 
in. We cook things like 
marshmallows and made bread 
once which we cooked  over the 
campfire. We learn how to light 
fires and make things like bows 
and arrows out of sticks and 
string. The leaders are very 
friendly and help us when we 
need it. At lunch time we all walk 
up to the Pavillion to wash our 
hands and use the toilet. The 
time passes very quickly. 

I love Forest School because 
the dens you build we eat our 
lunch in and when it rains we 
take shelter in them which 

makes you make your den really 
good and water tight. I love 
being outside and poking around 
in the mud and trees. The other 
children are all quite friendly. 

My Mum likes it because we get 
a lot of fresh air and learn things 
about nature and survival we 
don’t get taught at school. We 
learn how to take risks with the 
den building and climbing trees 
as well as cooking over the fire 
but in a very safe environment 
with the lovely helpers very 
close by. 

I would encourage anyone to 
have a go at Forest School even 
if you don’t know anyone. 
Everyone is very friendly and I 
will keep going until I am too old. 

Katie Lonsdale 

Favourite Tree 

Thank you to those of you 
who have told us about your 
favourite tree in Warley 
Woods. 

Bernard Cox wrote:  
‘uncountable are the number of  
Badmen, Red Indians, 
Roundheads, French 
swordsmen etc I have slain here 
from the top of this "mound" on 
my way home from the Odeon 
Saturday morning  pictures.’ 

You will recognise this tree if you 
ever walk round the perimeter 
path at the top of the golf 

course, because, as Bernard 
says it stands on a mound. 

Which is your favourite 
tree?   

Send us a picture and the 
reasons why it is your favourite.  
We’ll then put them all together 
and have an exhibition next year 
in the Pavilion.  That means you 
can take a photo at the time of 
year that best represents your 
tree.  Look forward to more 
people letting us know of their 
favourites.

A few of our favourite things …



New till and Warley Woods cards 

Very soon visitors to the shop and online visitors 
will be able to see the products of our year long 
CRM project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
This will see our new till and database system go 
live.   

This has been a significant investment for the Trust 
and we hope it will be very seamless for our 
customers and visitors, but please bear with us, if 
we are a little slow while we get used to things.   

You are likely to be asked by staff for your address, 
so we can keep records of our supporters and 
make the most of things like getting gift aid back 
for donors.  You may also be offered one of our 
lovely customer cards, which will replace all our 
Trust membership cards, and will help us book golf 
customers in very quickly.  We hope you like the 
design and will want to keep them handy in your 
purse or wallet.   

Please don't worry, while we will be able to track 
parts of your relationship with the Trust, it isn't a 
Big Brother thing and we won't doing pestering 
marketing, or selling anyone's data on. Your card 
will also be useful to you if you want to book golf or 
an event ticket online in future. 

Forthcoming events 

10 October  Warley Woof Seminar 

10 October  Annual General  
   Meeting 

30 October   Halloween  
   (see more below) 

13 November Fundraising Quiz 

5 December Simply Santa 

6 December Santa in the Woods 

The Grey Lady Trail 

This year our Halloween event, from 6.00pm, on 
Friday October 30th, will be The Grey Lady Trail. 

More details will be on the noticeboards and social 
media nearer to the event, but book the date now 
and look forward to a spooky evening in Warley 
Woods.    

You’ll certainly need your torches with you so you 
can hunt for the Grey Lady and there might even 
be some witches around to either guide you on 
your way – or confuse you even more!

 News and Events



Autumn Crossword  
By Humph


