WARLEY WOODS

Bird Identification
Booklet

WELCOME TO
WARLEY WOODS

If you would like to know more about Warley Woods,
the site, its history, its wildlife or how you could become
involved, please call in at The Pavilion or visit
www.warleywoods.org.uk
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Some birds are easy to spot and these are just the
“Observer” level. To have a good chance of seeing
“Explorer” level birds, you’ll have to keep your eyes
peeled. At “Detective” level you’ll have to look really
hard and be lucky, but they are living in the Woods.

Warley Woods is run by a Community Trust on behalf
of local people. Its aim is to maintain it as a beautiful
place to visit and offer a range of ways that people can
enjoy it and be involved.
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Many people love the site for its peaceful tranquillity;
others like that it is a haven for wildlife in an urban area.
We have created this booklet to enable you to enjoy
both – a walk while having the chance to learn more
about the birds that visit and feed here. Warley Woods
offers a range of habitats where you can find different
birds – why not see if you can spot them all.
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A common garden species but also found
in woodlands. This medium sized black
bird with a yellow beak is usually found
digging up rotting leaves looking for the
worms underneath. If the bird is brown
without a yellow beak then you’re looking
at a female blackbird.
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These birds like to hang around in
groups, so if you have seen one it is
worth stopping and waiting a few
minutes because more are bound to
follow. They are small birds with a pink
front and an extra long tail. They make
a high pitched call. Why not have a
listen and try to sing along.
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Broadleaf woodland is full of trees which
have flat broad leaves, much like the
name suggests. These types of trees will
lose their leaves every autumn. The leaves
come in a variety of shapes and sizes
which give fantastic clues to which tree
you’re looking at. Broadleaf woodlands
are amazing places to walk through.
They change each time you visit with bare
branches in the winter, buds in spring,
blossom in summer and deep orange and
red leaves in the autumn.
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TREE CREEPER
This bird is hard to spot so don’t be too
disappointed if you miss it. You’re looking
for a small white fronted bird with a
brown speckled back and long beak,
circling trees and investigating cracks.
Try looking at trees with big cracks and
holes in them and avoid any smooth barks
while hunting for the tree creeper.
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DETECTIVE

GREEN SPOTTED
WOODPECKER
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A common garden species but found
around the golf course. These birds will
be found at the tops of the small trees
and will be given away with their bright
yellow and blue bodies.
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The golf course and surrounding area
is semi improved acidic grassland.
These typically are species poor with
mosses and lichens dominating the flora.
The area is nutrient poor with a low pH
(usually between 4 - 5.5). The grasses
are left to get a little higher than the
open parkland meaning more vegetation
with seeding grasses and plants providing
food for wildlife.

These sizable black birds are fairly
common in the UK. Crows have a large
dark grey beak as apposed to the whitish
beaks of rooks. They aren’t very sociable
and are usually found in trees on their
own. They are generalist feeders and can
be found eating almost anything.
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This species feeds primarily on
invertebrates so look close to the ground
for this bird. The woodpecker makes
a noise like a laughing child when
disturbed and has fantastic green and
red on its wings.
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MAGPIE
Look low down for a bird hopping
over the ground. These birds are close
relatives of crows and rooks and are
quite distinctive. Magpies are white and
black with a wonderfully sparkly green
iridescent tail. They are generalist feeders
so they could have anything in their
beaks. See what they have caught today.
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MISTLE THRUSH
This rare bird is about the same size as
a blackbird. It can usually be found near
the tops of trees singing its fluty song
or giving its rattling call in flight. Their
birdsong is loud and far reaching and
often heard during stormy weather, hence
its alternative name of stormcock.

Le
wi
s

In terms of wildlife, short well kept grass
as found across most of the meadow is
not the best. It has only 3 species of grass:
perennial rye-grass, common bent and
meadow grass. This doesn’t mean you
won’t find any birds though but these are
likely to be more common species.

Birds of prey are always hard to spot
in flight because they do so little of it.
They spend most of their time sitting in
trees usually quite well camouflaged. If
you see a slightly larger bird with talons
and a sharp beak then you have probably
spotted a sparrowhawk.
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These birds have relatively long toes
that enable acrobatic movement in
thickly needled branches. Their fine
bills are perfect for the tiny insects
that live in conifers.
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Conifers have needle like leaves which
are often evergreen. This provides
essential cover for wildlife during the
winter months. Unlike deciduous
broadleaf, conifers do not lose their
leaves in Autumn but lose and replace
them gradually over the year. All conifers
produce seed cones which are typically
found lying on the ground during the
winter months, often being collected
by children.
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One of Britain’s smallest birds; with a
restless personality it is constantly on the
move in its search for insects. A big clue
as to whether you are near a goldcrest is
its very thin and high pitched call ‘sisisi’.

TAWNY OWL
These often shelter from the worst of the
winter weather amongst dense evergreen
foliage. You’ll have to look hard though
as they blend in remarkably well.
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Warley Woods Community Trust
The Pavilion
101 Lightwoods Hill
Smethwick
B67 5ED
Tel: 0121 420 1061
www.warleywoods.org.uk

The Black Country Living Landscape
Community Involvement Programme is
supported by Natural England through Access
to Nature, as part of the Big Lottery Fund’s
Changing Spaces Programme

Graphic Design - www.paulgardiner-illustration.co.uk
Bird and habitat descriptions provided by Steven Hodgkinson

Black Country Living
Landscape is an initiative
of The Wildlife Trust for
Birmingham and the
Black Country

