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National Award for Viv

We are delighted that Viv 
Cole, Trust Manager, was 
presented with the Green Flag 
Employee of the Year Award 
2016, in Nottingham in July.  
This is the first award of its 
kind as Green Flag celebrates 
20 years of recognising and 
rewarding the best green 
spaces in the country.  It is the 
benchmark for well managed 
parks and trusts. Nominations 
were open to the 1,686 staff 
working in Green Flag status 
parks and open spaces. 
  
Viv has been working for the 
Trust since October 2006 and 
says that, "It’s the best job in 
the world. I think the people 
that support the Trust are 

inspired by Warley Woods and 
I am inspired by them – they 
make Warley Woods such a 
special place."  Viv was 
nominated by the Trust’s 
Chair, Steve Eling, who said, 
“Viv works tirelessly for Warley 
Woods and is a great leader 
and motivator. The Employee 
of the Year award is richly 
deserved”. 

As if this wasn’t enough 
recognition Warley Woods was 
then awarded the Green Flag 
for the eighth year running!   
It’s also an acknowledgment of 
the employees and volunteers 
who work so hard to keep to 
the very highest standards that 
make the Woods the place we 
know and love. 

As the Trust Manager, Viv is 
very busy running the 100 
acre urban green space which 
contains historic parkland, 
ancient Woodland and the  
golf course. Viv’s spirit and 
openness to new ideas and 
her ability to develop has been 
crucial to the park’s success.   
She is dedicated and creative 
but most of all it’s her abiding 
love for Warley Woods and the 
community she is proud to 
serve  that makes this award 
so special. 

Andrew  Bull on behalf of  
Warley Woods Trustees
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You won't be surprised to read 
that it has been a busy summer, 
as it has never been anything 
else!  Not quite as personally 
manic as last year, as we haven't 
got a new IT system being 
installed, but the building has 
been humming with noise all the 
time from golf customers, young 
people on the golf camp, people 
booking tickets for events or just 
from those supporters popping in. 

Bad news 

I'll tell about the negative news 
first, so that you can have 
forgotten about it by the time you 
get to the end of my bit.  Warley 
Woof is struggling a little at the 
moment.  We arranged a couple 
of training sessions, but they had 
practically no takers and so we 
cancelled them both.  I'm hoping 
that we will be able to pick up 
more interest at All About Dogs 
and that the forthcoming seminars 
on dogs and noise and first aid go 
well, otherwise I am starting to 
struggle a little on which we can 
offer which will have sufficient 
take up to be financially viable. 

We've had a fence on Lightwoods 
Hill damaged by a car in May and 
we still seem a long way from 
getting this fixed.  First we have 
had to wait for the police 
investigation to conclude, then we 
might be able to claim on the 
insurance (or maybe not) and 
only then we can place an order 
for a new one. So meanwhile it 
looks very messy.  We also 
currently have an abandoned car 
on the car park at Lightwoods Hill 
which is taking up space and 
which caused a set of difficulties 
for our volunteer gate lockers, 
who didn't want to lock it in - not 
realising for a few days that it was 
abandoned.  We hope this will be 
removed soon, but with this, like 
insurance, there is quite a slow 
formal process to follow. 

Right that's the moaning over and 
onto the good stuff....... 

We've had grants come in to help 
make things happen - a great one 
from Sandwell Cando which will 
support young people's golf right 
through to the end of August 
2017.  We've had two grants to 
help pay for tables and chairs for 
children at events and one to help 
us reprint some of our information 
leaflets. 

Generous sponsors 

We've had new business 
sponsors come forward (Wolfs) 
and some previous ones, like 
Global Foods, come back to us.  
South Staffordshire Plc helped us 
with the loan of a man with 
special mini digger to dig out the 
culvert.  We've had regular 
corporate group visits from HSBC 
and one from RBS (all the banks 
with letters for names seem to like 
Warley Woods).  Thanks to 
Facebook we've also made 
contact with another company 
which is likely to be able to help 
with funding and volunteers (I'm 
not giving their name yet, just in 
case it jinxes it).  The King's Head 
is running another quiz with the 
Community Trust as the named 
charity and Rainbow and Rose 
Photography has been donating 
£10 for each family photoshoot 
that takes place in the Woods. 
(And they are very popular). 

Just between ourselves as it isn't 
formally launched until mid 
September, we have been 
adopted by a local charity for four 
of the local co-ops and they will 
be helping fundraise for us 
throughout the year.  If only my 
Tesco Carrier Bag application 
comes off to replace a ruck of 
benches my corporate support 
world will be complete - 
supermarkets, banks, insurance 
companies, estate agents, local 
retailers, signage companies, 

pubs, photographers and utility 
companies - it's a pretty broad 
sweep of support! 

A great party 

The Picnic was a truly splendid 
affair this year with a real range of 
activities and beautiful weather.  
Fantastically organised by the 
Picnic Group with my amazing 
colleague Kathy.  As someone put 
on Facebook "That Kathy 
Hodgkinson throws a great party".  
With the archery bridging the 
physical gap between music and 
dog show and the donkeys on the 
bank and the carriages on the 
driveway it felt like the whole site 
was partying at the Picnic and it 
has just made us even more 
ambitious for next year.  It was 
also very lovely to see so many 
new volunteers lending a hand - 
some I didn't know the name of 
which is unusual - brilliant to see. 

Lots of other organisations have 
also been asking about running 
their events in the park - things 
like their own dog shows, small 
cross country runs and sponsored 
walks - it is great to see so many 
groups making the site their first 
choice for their activities.  It was 
also lovely that the Thursday 
Stride group, who were 
disappointed that we Baked 
rather than Walked for the Woods 
this year, organised their own.  It 
was called the Hats Glorious Hats 
walk and was held in memory of 
David Gray.  They raised £581 for 
the Trust.  Many thanks to them 
all. 

On site we've had Paul 
Stephenson from the Wildlife 
Trust visit again, showing 
volunteers how to identify  native 
bluebells and spread their seed.  
Just a small "project" and a small 
task each year, but it could really 
help to recarpet areas of the site 
with bluebells which have been 
lost,  and at no cost. 

Viv’s Round Up
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As I write we are also in the 
process of having the gates on 
Lightwoods Hill automated.  Staff 
will close them when they leave at 
night and they will open to let 
anyone who is still on the car park 
leave and then close again 
behind them.  It is an expensive 
improvement, but a welcome one 
to reduce all the organisation and 
commitment needed to keep to 
keep a volunteer rota going long 
term. 

User survey 

Over June and early July we ran 
a User survey this year for the 
first time since 2011.  We didn't 
mean to leave it for so long, just 
to have a break but the years just 
kept rolling on.  We were actually 
working on the questions for this 
one on and off for a year - odd 
you might think for something that 
was just 9 questions long - but if I 
tell you the first draft had 27 
questions, you'll understand why 
it needed some work.   

We were all amazed that over 
500 people took part - thanks 
partly to the fact that we have 
many more ways of 
communicating than we did back 
in 2011, but also, I hope, due to 
the increased sense of 
engagement that has come over 
the last five years thanks to the 
Trust's reputation and the growth 
in social media.  We've shared 
the results of three of the main 
questions elsewhere in the 
LEAFlet. 

We've had a couple of 
developments in the shop 
recently which makes us reflect 
on how far we have come over 
the years we have been in 
charge of things.  The first was 
investing in a Paypal Here 
machine which will allow us to 
take cards remotely.  Eight 
years ago we didn't take any 
credit card payments - we were 

cash and cheque only and we 
spent quite a while deciding if we 
could make the commitment to 
the monthly rental of a machine 
and the card charges.   

Now we can take payments in the 
middle of the meadow! Then just 
this week we have taken delivery 
of a new (second) freezer for ice 
creams.  Again, the time we 
bought the first one, we 
considered this development in 
detail eg. how long the freezer 
would take to pay for itself.  Now 
ice creams account for about a 
quarter of the shop's income 
(after green fees of course) during 
the summer.  Things that people 
take for granted now have been 
innovations in their day - what will 
we do next? 

My final lovely thing that has 
happened in the last few months 
is that I was nominated for an 
award.  I was incredibly chuffed to 
win and become the Green Flag  
Award Employee of the Year, but 
truly it was the fact that those who 
know what I do and know me 
[warts, temper and narky-nature 
and all] wanted to put me forward.  
Thank you for continuing to 
inspire me to come up with new 
ventures for us all. 

So... then it is over to you.... what 
lovely things can you help us 

make happen over the next three 
months?   

Other than your usual 
contributions as members and 
event attenders, maybe golfers, 
there are three specific things you 
can do to help and none of them 
will take very long... 

• You can collect tokens from the 
Express and Star during 
September and October and 
drop them in at the office to 
help us claim our share of their 
prize pot. 

• You can vote to try and make 
Warley Woods Britain's 
Favourite Park!  This is an 
online vote and we will send 
out the link in the monthly email 
- so if you aren't on our email 
list, let us know.  We'll also put 
some links on the notice 
boards if you have a smart 
phone and you can vote while 
enjoying the site.  

• Finally you can take part in our 
new fundraising campaign by 
Showing Your Love With a 
Mug!  We will be selling some 
special mugs with the specific 
aim of replacing benches on 
site with new ones.  Most are 
almost ten years on and we will 
need to invest quite a lot of 
money to get them all renewed 
over the next few years.  Our 
mugs will help us on the first 
step with this.  Buy one, buy 
one for a friend and show your 
love for Warley Woods.  Thank 
you! 

Viv

3



 

We are pleased once again to be 
formally recognised as one of 
the best parks in the country with 
the award of the Green Flag. 
This year has been extra special 
with the Green Flag recognition 
of Viv. So, this year we will also 
see if we can win the on-line 
vote for the most popular park 
when the vote is held on the 
Green Flag website in the 
autumn. We have done well in 
past years when we have 
worked to promote the vote but 
not quite made it to number one. 
Perhaps this year will be the 
success. 

Security matters 

We are continuing to be very 
concerned about the security of 
the park and have decided to 
keep the Abbey Road gates 
closed for the time being. There 
has been a real increase in the 
number of unlawful traveller 
encampments on parks 
throughout Sandwell and 
neighbouring areas with clean up 
costs at each park after they 
hove gone typically reaching 
£5,000. We were really shaken 
when we had the incursion last 
year and we know that people 
appreciate our efforts to protect 
the park from any future attempt. 

The Board has just looked at the 
list of feedback from park users 
over the last quarter. It is really 
pleasing to see the number of 
compliments, with many golfers 
saying the course is the best 
they have ever seen it. This is a 
measure of the work and 
commitment of Alan and the 
ground staff which we really 
appreciate. 

I hope you all made it to the 
picnic again this year. What a 
great day with a few new 
features including the horses 
and donkey rides. There are a 
few more Trust events to come 
this year including regulars like 
the quiz night and Santa in the 
Woods, and also a disco night 

again after the success of the 
first one. Look out for details. 

As budgets for parks continue to 
be cut across the country a 
House of Commons select 
committee has decided to hold 
an inquiry to look at how parks 
should be supported now and in 
the future. This includes studying 
alternative management and 
funding models, such as a 
mutual or a trust. We have 
decided to submit evidence to 
the inquiry of our experience as 
a Trust. Who knows, we might 
be called to a meeting of the 
committee in the autumn and 
perhaps appear in their report as 
a model of good practice! We will 
let you know what happens. 

AGM 

As we approach the autumn it is 
the time of year for our annual 
general meeting. I know when it 
comes to people giving their time 
to the Trust, most prefer litter 
picking to coming to an AGM, but 
we have to do it and we do 
appreciate those that do come 
and help to make it work. This 
year it will be on Saturday 8th 
October at two o’clock. Look out 
for the official notification and 
publication of the annual report 
and accounts. As usual, those 
board members who have 
served three years since last 
elected will retire from the board 
but are able to put their names 
forward again.  

This year though, Richard 
Nugent, who has served on the 
board for many years including 
holding the office of vice-chair is 
leaving the board. I’m sure 
everyone will wish to thank him 
for his service and wish him well 
for the future. Richard will, of 
course continue to be a strong 
supporter of the Trust as a local 
resident and member. 

Steve Eling 
Chair of the Trust 

Do you need to rent a 
room?  

If so, we can help. 

If you are in need of a room to 
hire for an event, meeting or 
ongoing weekly commitment 
then maybe we can help!  

Our Community Room; the 
Padgham Room in the Pavilion, 
has recently been refurbished 
and is perfectly equipped to help 
you host a wide variety of 
events, from christening and 
birthday parties, to children's 
activities or business meetings. 
Listed below are a few things 
that you might not know about 
the Padgham Room: 

- Hire cost is only £10 per hour 
- Free wifi 
- Free car parking  
- Capacity for 40 people 
standing, 24 theatre style and 15 
formal boardroom  
- Tea and Coffee making facilities  
- Located next to the cafe, which 
is ideal if you have additional 
catering requirements 
- Access to outside space 
- Available between 8-7 in the 
summer and 9-4 in the winter 

If you are interested in hiring the 
Padgham Room for your event 
or meeting and would like to 
view the room, please contact 
the Trust Office (420 1061) to 
arrange a convenient time and 
date. Alternatively, please go to 
our website for additional 
information, full terms and 
conditions and a booking form. 

Green Flag Success Again
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Warley Woods User Survey 2016 
 
Thank you for all your responses.  As 529 people took part we really feel we have received good 
feedback.  We thought you might like to see what people said. 
 

Respondents were asked how they rated the different aspects of Warley Woods and they were able to 
score them from 1 (poor quality) up to 5 (high quality). 

 
 

Respondents were asked about how important the different things the Trust did were to them.  A 
low score indicates that this part of the Trust's work wasn't important to them and a high score that 
it was very important.  This graph shows how many individuals chose each different score for each 

aspect of the Trust's work 

 
 

Respondents were asked what they would like the Trust to invest in, or arrange next.  They were 
allowed to choose multiple answers.  There percentage scores shows how many respondents wanted 

to see a particular aspect improved or introduced. 
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The Trust … in numbers



 

Looking forward



 

Reports

It rained, and rained, and 
stopped, and rained again, but 
on Thursday August 25th well 
over 200 people sat through a 
great production of Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being 
Earnest by Heartbreak 
productions.   

The audience seemed to 
appreciate the fact that the 
actors were prepared to work in 
the rain and the Trivial Comedy 
for Serious People, as Wilde 
originally called it, resulted in a 
most unusually enjoyable 
evening.  At times the rain was 
so heavy on the marquee roof 
that the actors’ words were 
drowned out, but it was obvious 
what was happening and the rain 
stopped and then everything was 
clear again.   

The company only has 5 actors 
so there was some interesting 
doubling up of roles including 
Yvette Bruin playing Lady 
Bracknell and the Rev Canon 
Chasuble, and Ross Townsend 
Green playing Algernon 
Moncrieff and Miss Prism!  The 
cast rose to the occasion 
splendidly and swift costume 
additions and changes meant 
that this worked well. 

Many thanks to the cast for 
putting on such an entertaining 
performance, and for all the 
audience who turned out to 
watch. Also to the volunteers 
who came to put up marquees 
when it was clear that the 
weather was not going to be 
good and those who made the 
hot drinks in the interval.  Also to 

Derek Spires, a local estate 
agent, for sponsoring the event 
once again. 

I think we’ve shown that outdoor 
theatre is a popular event and 
let’s hope that Heartbreak can 
come back to the Woods again 
next year (and the sun shines). 

Kate Slade 

***************************** 

What a perfect day for a 
Picnic! 

On Sunday 3 July we hosted our 
13th Picnic in the Park, and I'm 
pleased to report that it was our 
most successful picnic ever! As 
the sun shone, the music played 
and the crowds gathered, we all 
ate, drank, danced and played 
until the very end.  

This year’s picnic took a more 
inclusive and holistic approach, 
featuring our biggest variety of 
entertainment, to include: horse 
and carriage / donkey rides, 
children's activities, sporting 
events, rolling music 
programme, dog show and of 
course the most stalls that we 
have ever had, all offering locally 
produced products, crafts and 
services. We were also lucky 
enough to be joined by 
Birmingham's ThinkTank who 
encouraged us all to think about 
nutrition and everything "green". 

We have estimated that 
approximately 4,000 people 
joined us in celebrating all that is 
good about Warley Woods, 
which is absolutely amazing! 

The picnic's organising 
committee and everyone at 
Warley Woods would like to 
thank this year’s sponsors 
Global Foods, and all of our 
volunteers - from those who litter 
picked, to those who put up the 
marquees and those who helped 
to sell items on the trust stalls - 
we couldn't host this event 
without you, so thank you. 

We have already started to 
organise next year’s picnic, so if 
anyone has any feedback please 
do contact Kathy via email 
(admin@ warleywoods.co.uk). 

***************************** 

Buy a Mug for Warley 
Woods 

You can take part in our new 
fundraising campaign by 
Showing Your Love With a Mug!  
We will be selling some special 
mugs (see above) with the 
specific aim of raising money to 
replace benches on site with 
new ones.  Most of the benches 
are almost ten years old and we 
will need to invest quite a lot of 
money to get them all renewed 
over the next few years.  Our 
mugs will help us on the first 
step with this.  Buy one, buy one 
for a friend and show your love 
for Warley Woods.  As soon as 
we have the mugs in stock we'll 
let you know.



 

7

All About Dogs   
Sunday September 4th  
11.00 am – 4.00 pm   
In the meadow 

History of Warley Woods  
Talk by Mary Bodfish  
Wednesday October 5th, 7.00 pm  
The Pavilion.    
£4 per person, includes drinks 

Note:  There are very few places left for this 
talk. Please contact the shop 429 2440 as 
soon as possible if you wish to attend 

Fundraising Disco   
Friday October 7th,  from 7.30 pm.  
Bearwood Corks Club (Corner of Sherwood 
Road and Bearwood Road)  
Tickets £5 adults £3 children, on sale in the 
shop and online from September 7th 

AGM   
Saturday October 8th, 2.00 pm  
Padgham Room, the Pavilion.  
All members are invited 

Hallowe’en Trail 
Friday October 28th  
Start between 6.00 pm and 7.00 pm from the 
Pavilion.  
Tickets, £2 can be booked in advance at the 
shop or online from October 1st  to avoid the 
queues on the night 

Warley Woods Fundraising Quiz 
Friday November 11th, 7.30 pm  
St Hilda’s Church hall.  
Booking essential – can be done via the shop 
from October 11th.  Cost £4 per person 

Simply Santa 
Saturday December 10th,  
11.00 am – 3.00 pm   
£3 per child.   
Booking essential nearer the time 

Santa through the Woods 
Sunday December 11th.  
Starts 2pm at the Fountain.  
No booking required

Contact Us: 
Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill,  Smethwick,  B67 5ED 
Charity number: 1092754: 
Tel: 
0121 420 1061 (office) 
0121 429 2440 (golf bookings and shop) 
E-mail: admin@warleywoods.org.uk

Warley Woods Trust AGM 
Saturday  October 8th 2.00 pm 

Padgham Room 
The Pavilion 

All members are invited to attend

Diary dates 2016
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For a chance to win the prize please return the completed crossword to WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, 
Smethwick B67 5ED by October 6th. 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Phone/e-mail………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Answers to Summer crossword. 
Across: 1) Toss; 8) Originally; 9) Pastiche; 10) Nave; 12) Census; 14) Tailor; 15) Struts; 17) Regain; 18) Plug; 19) 
Handmaid; 21) Charioteer; 22) Kiss 
Down: 2) Ornamental; 3) Sort; 4) Discus; 5) Silent; 6) Painting; 7) Byre; 11) Violinists; 13) Sluggard; 16) School; 17) 
Runner; 18) Pack; 20) Mark 

The winner was Margaret Wiatrowicz from Oldbury

Across: 
1)   Keep you warm over the fences  (7) 
5)   Lowest degrees-s?  (4) 
9)   Adjust a line for the stranger  (5) 
10) Lead in the Scottish valley like gold(7) 
11) Engine cooks meats?  (5) 
12) On guard when Right are in the  road  (4) 
15) Mistaking adornment which loses one (6) 
16) Put on a  new roof,  but was told off  (6) 
19) Headgear adds note for another garment (4) 
20) Clique calls taxi for small man (5) 
22) They partly changed it – or said OK (7) 
23) Encounter something eaten by dog?   (5) 
24) Place it in Kent, for example  (4) 
25) Hurrying away from the food in the heather   
      (7)

Down: 
2)   One hears that you make it with needles (4) 
3)   Sorry when you open it entirely – no – partly   
      (8) 
4)    Perhaps grab silver in the jumble (6) 
6)    A race rightly performs and draws you in (8) 
7)    In good humour under a cloudless sky  (5) 
8)    Rook at the royal residence  (6) 
13)  Pat trips over the silent one (8) 
14)  Removing guilt where the trees were felled  
       (8) 
17)  Leave record in river (6) 
18)  Stupid student in Higher Education causes  
        trouble  (6) 
19)  They sound like the type of ship they run  (5) 
21)  Company in fashionable picture (4) 

Autumn Crossword 
By Humph
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