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creating a lush green that makes the 
place look so nice. That, along with the 
quality regular maintenance provided by 
staff and volunteers has resulted in 
many positive comments. The golf 
course has received special praise this 
year with some saying it’s a better    
quality than many private courses that 
are not open to the general public. 
 

We’re very pleased to have been  
awarded the “Green Flag” for the sixth 
year running, continuing to set us 
among the best parks in the country. 
Everyone at the Trust recognises this as 
the kite mark of quality to which we    
always aspire. 
 
We hope you have been able to join us 
at one of our events, which form an   
important part of what the Trust has to 
offer. It’s important that parks are well 
used and valued by the community, and 
our events form part of achieving this. 
The year “the picnic” and Theatre in the 
Woods have been successful and well 
attended. Don’t forget though, there’s 
more to come with Halloween and Santa 
in the Woods – look out for details. 
 

Making all this happen requires a lot of 
work behind the scenes, managing 
budgets; staff; and all the other things 
that affect the running of the park every 
day. This year, on top of the usual 
monthly business dealt with by the 
Board of Trustees, we have done a time 
consuming review of health and safety 
policies and practices. Whilst health and 
safety is often blamed as something that 
gets in the way of things happening, 
what it is for us is about ensuring that 
we take seriously our responsibilities to 
our staff and their use of machinery to 
maintain the park; and to park users. 
Whilst no one can ever say that there 
will be no risks to anyone, and we can’t 

take responsibility for what people do 
to themselves, we can say that we do 
all in our power to keep those risks to a 
minimum. The Board has also just 
signed off the annual report for the year 
2013/14 which includes our audited 
accounts. These will be formally      
presented to the Annual General  
Meeting in October. Look out for      
details. 
 
Finally, you may have seen our current 
appeal to improve the Abbey Road  
entrance, which is getting to look a bit 
shabby. It’s a testament to how        
well-used the park is, and the Abbey 
Road entrance including parking is very 
heavily used, that sheer wear and tear 
takes its toll. We are applying for grants 
from a variety of sources, but we still 
have to raise some money locally    
towards the costs, so any contributions 
will be well received. 
 
I hope to see many of you at the AGM 
or one of our coming events. 
 
 

Steve Eling 
Chair of Trust 
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A good summer in the Woods 

As summer draws to a close 
it’s nice to reflect on what has 
probably been one of the best 
summers in recent years at 
the Woods. The weather has 
been kind and the park finally 
dried out to normal after so 
much rain last winter, but also 
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Boy, doesn’t the year go 
quickly.  We’re just through 
the hustle and bustle of the 
school holidays and soon the 
autumn colours will be      
coming, our Christmas cards 
will be on sale and Santa will 
be coming through the woods. 
 
In the meantime though we 
have a few things to occupy 
us.... We launched Warley 
Woof back in June with two 
fabulous seminars by Hannah 
Malloy, dog psychologist, and 
since then we have had      
another really interesting  
seminar about the law relating 
to dogs.  I have to admit I 
thought I knew a lot of that 
stuff, but there was so much I 
hadn’t considered.  We have 
had lots of people officially 
joining up, paying their £4, 
having their poo bag holder 
and being put on our email list.  
Everyone who joins will have 
information first about any 
seminars and will be able to 
book onto special exclusive 
sessions being run by our 
partners, Warley and District 
Dog Training Club.  The     
joining fee is a one-off as all 
the communication and   
newsletters will be sent by 
email.  If you walk a Scooby-
doo in Warley Woods, then 
please join Warley Woof and 
be part of our dog walking 
community. 

 
 
 
 

Another thing that will be   
happening in the autumn will 
be felling of more trees in the 
woodland facing Barclay 
Road.  This is year two of our 
Nature Improvement Area   
project where we are thinning 

trees planted in the 1950s with 
the aim of bringing some light 
to the understorey and to     
allow the remaining trees to 
develop to their potential.  
While I think some people 
found the felling we did next to 
Abbey School last winter a bit 
of visual shock, people have 
already noticed the plants    
underneath starting to grow 
and more will come with the 
seeds that have been strewn.  
We aren’t taking out any more 
from that area, but will be 
working on the area next to it 
– just over the path from     
Upper St Mary’s entrance.  40 
– 60 trees will be removed to 
form gaps (glades) and plants 
and seeds will be added to the 
ground in the spring.  That will 
be the end of this project. 
 
We’ve been really lucky this 
summer to have been able to 
play host to a bumper number 
of corporate volunteer groups.  
Some have been regulars for 
a couple of years, but this 
year, perhaps the lovely   
summer weather has brought 
them out in droves.  We have 
had regular visits from HSBC 
throughout the summer and 
we have also had visits from 
Unity Trust bank (our       
bankers), RBS and Michael 
Page company.   We have 
also had interest from Halifax 
and BT.  Each group needs a 
Warley Woods volunteer to 
meet and greet them and sort 
out tasks, tools and health and 
safety (of course).  So the fact 
that we have been able to  
welcome so many to work to 
help maintain the site is down 
to a small number of volun-
teers happy to give another of 
their days to Warley Woods – 
so thanks to both the        
companies and to Kate Slade, 
Mick Guy and Barbara Platts 
for that.  It has brought us over 
840 hours of hard graft. 

 
While mentioning businesses, 
I’d like to thank some of the 
local businesses who also 
support the Trust.  Many     
recently have taken on       
collecting tins in their shops 
which helps to raise funds and 
local publicity.  We’ve also 
been a local charity for the 
Bearwood branch of West 
Bromwich Building Society 
and chosen as a special    
charity by Global Foods.  Then 
there are also the three     
businesses who sponsor our 
events: Derek Spires Estate 
Agents, Fastsigns and     
Companion Care Vets, 
Oldbury.  We are really lucky 
to have the support of these 
organisations as well of the 
support of some many        
individuals. 

 
 
Earlier in the year we had a 
new greenkeeper join our 
team.  Alan Merricks came 
from North Worcestershire 
Golf Course and has really 
helped raise the standard and 
consistency of work on the 
golf course.  Alan has had an 
eventful time in his first six 
month including being pelted 
by eggs, while mowing the 
meadow, had a close call with 
a lovely dog and a mower and 
then giving CPR on the golf 
course.  He is still smiling 
though and we hope this next 
six months will be equally    
productive but less eventful.  
We were sad that Billy      
Maddison has recently left the 
team to take up an              
apprenticeship elsewhere, but 
we hope that by the time you 
are reading this, we will have 
appointed a replacement.   

Viv’s Round Up 
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Finally from me, just a         
reminder about the range of 
leaflets that we have available 
as these have grown over the 
last few years and you might 
not know about them all.  We 
have two trail leaflets, one on 
our history and one about our 
trees.  Then we have two more 
wildlife leaflets – one an      
introduction to some of the 
plants and insects on the     
Wilderness and one about 
some of our birdlife.  Then we 
have publicity leaflets about 
membership, volunteering and 
the golf course, Warley Woof 
and Warley Woods as a whole.  
If you want to have a look at 
any, they are all available in 
the shop and in the lobby at 
the Pavilion (and can be  
downloaded from our website).  
 

Viv 
Trust Manager 

Kick Start Boot camp 
 
Local fitness expert Kevin Raison is encouraging members of the local 
community to get their exercise regime back by signing up for one of 
Kick Start Boot Camps ‘Free Trial Weeks’.  
 
Kevin says “This is a chance to invite others to experience how we get 
such great results in such a short time.”  
 
With Britain becoming more inactive than ever, with over a quarter of the 
UK’s adults obese and the numbers rising, Kick Start Boot Camp have created the most          
innovative and fun ways to help people achieve their health and fitness goals.  
 
Kevin from Bearwood says, “The idea is that a lot of people just lose track of their fitness over 
time, maybe they used to play sport or be a member of a gym but through time they no longer 
keep up with the old fitness habits they once had.” 
 
Having the opportunity to train with the beautiful back drop of Warley Woods is a great way to 
ease yourself back into exercise especially if you’ve been pregnant, ill or are currently very   
overweight and need a place to start fresh.  
 
For more information on how to get back into shape contact Kevin at 
www.kickstartbootcamp.co.uk to book in for a free trial week or just come and say ‘Hi’ on either 
Monday, Wednesday or Thursday evenings from 7pm or Monday, Wednesday and Friday   
mornings from 6:15am and if you’re feeling brave on Saturday morning from 10am when we do 
our Extreme Boot Camp!  

WARLEY WOODS COMMUNITY 

TRUST AGM   

Held in the Pavilion starting at 2pm 

 A chance for you to ask questions of the 

trustees and staff and make suggestions for 

the future.   

Saturday18th October  

Fungi Walk 

Saturday 25
th

 October  

10am 

Meet at the pavilion  

£2 adults, Free for children   
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HALLOWE’EN TRAIL 

Come to the Pavilion between 6pm and 7 pm to get instructions 

about following the spooky trail.  

FRIDAY 31st  OCTOBER  

Cost £1.50 per person (adult or child)  

Picking up the Pacers... 
 
Another few reps up the meadow to the skyline path, and 
then jog back down, then we can say draw a curtain on yet 
another training session. This is one of the many diverse 
workouts that Warley Woods Pacers use, as the woods 
provides a natural area that can test and train a runner. It 
has all that we need, flat sections for the speedy ones, inclines for those faint of heart, and a 
cafe that serves bacon butties so that we can put the calories back on once a session is over. 
We are lucky, privileged, and I feel proud, given the club’s humble seven year history, that like 
the towering mighty oaks and pines, Warley Woods Pacers has become a fixture of Warley 
Woods’ life. 
 
We are not exclusive to the confines of the woods, as it gives me great pride, when I see our 
name on a results sheet, and even greater pride when we take ourselves to places where no 
one has heard our name. These places read like the international head offices of Trotters       
Independent Traders, London, Paris, Prague, New York, Falkirk and a village in the Welsh 
mountains that I can't pronounce, as it has no vowels in it. These are places that we have taken 
Warley Woods to, and extended its boundaries beyond the water tower.  
 
As already mentioned, we are rapidly approaching the end of our 7th year, and our 8th birthday. 
But the one thing that amazes me the most, since I initiated the idea of a running club in Warley 
Woods, is the road that we have run, and how much we have developed in such a short space of 
time, along with our surroundings: it just gets better and better. We have a hardcore of dedicated 
members, who each play a vital role. We have created a community within a community,        
inspirational, motivational people, all friends, and I can't thank them enough for that. We have 
had huge support from our governing body, England Athletics, who over the past 18 months 
have given us the confidence to deliver athletics in Warley Woods, and develop our coaching 
pathway. We can't forget our friends. Bud Baldaro, a national endurance coach, who has been 
an inspiration throughout my running career, and for him to acknowledge the work that we do as 
a club, means more to me than any gold medal. The Community trust and Viv, we also have to 
thank, who are also supportive, and continue to allow us to run around in circles in the meadow.  
 
We continue to grow organically, and continue to be motivational, as that is our core. Our range 
of events stretch from a 5km Park run, to the marathon and beyond, as there are those who feel 
that, in the words of Diana Ross, there 'Ain't No Mountain High Enough', well in Wales. We are a 
proud club, we are proud of our surroundings, appreciative of the work put in to enable us to 
have a training ground such as this. We are also proud to carry the name, Warley Woods, as it 
reminds us of a small area of natural beauty that is  ours and we call home.  
 
              Nigel Lloyd 
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Warley Woods Community Trust celebrates 10 years of success 
 
Ten years ago, Warley Woods and Golf Course, while being a place of natural beauty, was 
blighted by years of neglect and misuse.  Litter was part of the landscape, fly-tipping and      
abandoned cars were not uncommon, and there were areas deemed ‘no go’ by local residents.  
There were no flower beds, fallen trees lay across paths, and no new trees were being planted. 
A decade on, Warley Woods is a thriving, beautiful, award-winning park, managed and run by 
the local community it serves.  
 
Thanks to some very determined locals, and a £1million grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Warley Woods Community Trust was founded, taking over management of the park on the 3rd 
April 2004.  Out went the litter and rubbish, and in came pathways, benches, perimeter fencing, 
a children’s play area, sculpture, and a vibrant events programme. 
 
“Warley Woods is now a destination”, says Viv Cole, Manager of Warley Woods Community 
Trust. “People with children will walk to and from the play area – it’s a family outing.  Would they 
have done this before?  Probably not.  There were no tarmac paths so there was nowhere to 
push a buggy – or for children to ride a bike – so why would you come here?” 
 
“One of the things I think we did when we put benches in was open up the park to elderly        
visitors.  You probably think benches are very dull things – but if you’re an elderly person you 
can’t just drop onto the grass and have a sit down.  So, as an elderly person your visit would 
have been quite short as there was nowhere to rest – or sit and read the paper.” 
 
The Trust has been so successful at transforming Warley Woods that, when entered for a Green 
Flag Award in 2009, it received the highest ever score for a park entering for the first time.  No 
mean feat which, amusingly, Viv puts down to a large dose of naivety, “nobody on the Board had 
ever run a park or a green space”, she laughs, “so, we used the Green Flag Award criteria      
because that tells you what a good park should be, and thought, ‘ok it’s says this so we’ll do this’.  
A lot of parks use the criteria as a benchmark. They enter their park and look at the judges’   
feedback before planning what to do next.  But the Trust took a different approach – it did      
everything, and then entered the park, because nobody knew any different.” 
 
What is unique about Warley Woods, and the Trust that runs it, is the particular combination of 
its parts.  An urban park of 100 acres, bordered on each side by housing.  A heritage landscape, 
with a 9 hole community golf course managed by a community run charity, not the local council.  
It all makes for a special place with a unique situation.   
 
It’s the community, the people, that are at the heart of Warley Woods which are key to its       
success.  “The community are the Trustees, they are on the sub-committees groups, they run 
the events, they do the maintenance, and the ideas, the energy, and the delivery comes from the 
community”, Viv says.  “There was a concern that when the £1m grant finished, when the     
physical changes had been made, that interest would wane – that certainly hasn’t happened 
here”. 
 
The Trustees, volunteers, and members are now looking forward to the next ten years and the 
next set of challenges that face the future of this magnificent park.  Because the community is 
this charity, and because at its heart is a desire to only do what’s best for Warley Woods, it has 
the strength to weather whatever is thrown at it.  So what is the next big challenge?  “It’s to      
replace this building”, Viv says, referring to the wooden, single story building that houses the 
charity's one office, café, shop and golf club.  “And that’s a good challenge. Because we will 

achieve it eventually – and when we do it will be a massive celebration and 
then Warley Woods Community Trust will have a bedrock, and an image that 
will see it through the next 30-40 years.  It won’t look like a down-at-heel little 
charity – it will look like the splendid charity that it is.” 

 
Kirsty Mack 
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Macbeth in the Woods 
 
Sunday 3

rd
 August saw Heartbreak Productions arrive at Warley 

Woods for another fabulous open air theatre production. The play 
this year was Macbeth, which was performed by the small cast of 
four with the verve that we have come to associate with this     
company. The good weather continued to hold and the audience 
came armed with chairs, tables, rugs and the obligatory picnic in 
the early evening. The performance was one of the best attended 
with the need to acquire additional hot water for teas / coffees during the interval; the volunteers 
assisting with this did a sterling job! 
As is normal, the play was performed within a particular setting, which this year owed much to the 
commemoration of World War I. The cast were all patients or nurses at a rehabilitation hospital, 
Thanes House, gifted by Lady Portland to assist in the recovery of soldiers wounded during the 
Great War. Many of the country’s stately homes were converted to this use to cope with the influx 
of injured soldiers and the important role they play for the duration of WWI and beyond cannot be 
underestimated. This was thus a fitting tribute to other commemorations that took place over the 
summer. 
Macbeth is a depiction of Shakespeare’s vision of evil focussing on the destruction of              
man – somewhat appropriate for a play performed under the shadow of war. It appealed to an 
audience of all ages having a bit of everything: love, death, magic, prophesies and witches to 
name but a few. The audience were thoroughly engrossed with the performance, moving     
seamlessly between Scotland, England and the hospital thanks to a few well-placed props. It was 
a most enjoyable evening and we look forward to welcoming Heartbreak Productions again next 
year. 
 
Katy Holmes 

Annual Fundraising Quiz 
 

St Hilda’s Church Hall, starting 
at 7.30pm 

Friday 14th November   
 

Teams of up to 6 welcome.  
No need to book. Bring your 

own drinks 
 

 
 

 Stargazing in the Woods 

 Friday 7
th
 November  

7-9pm 

 
SIMPLY SANTA 

At the Pavilion from 1 – 4pm   
Booking essential.  

Saturday 6th December
 

 

 

 

 

 

SANTA IN THE WOODS   

Santa comes to the Fountain at 4 pm 

and you can follow him to the        

Pavilion where he will be available in 

his grotto.   

Sunday 7th December 
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All About Dogs 
 
“Great fun” 
“They were brilliant” 
“Fantastic atmosphere.” 
‘A great day out at Warley Woods All About Dogs” 
 

Just some of the feedback from this month’s event.   
The sun shone, the dogs (and their owners) came, and many went away a little wiser   
after seeing classes and demonstrations. A dog psychologist was on hand to give 
demonstrations of loose lead walking and safe socialisation walks; others gave heelwork 
to music displays. 
A demonstration by the sniffer dogs (Border Force Canine Team) was especially popu-
lar. 
The centrepiece of the day was the dog show with its many categories including        
waggiest tail, dog most like its owner and best handling by a youngster. 
Owners and their dogs were also able to be assessed for the Kennel Club Bronze 
Award, by the Warley and District Dog Training Club. 
Feedback on the day from the Dog Training Club included: 
“ We all had a brilliant day. Truly astonished at how many people came over to do their 
Bronze tests. We had 14 people do the test and nine of those passed, which is amazing 
– the results go to the Kennel Club who publish the figures every year. The handling we 
saw was an excellent standard, and not once did I have to ask anyone to be a bit nicer 
to their dog, which is a lovely tribute to local dog owners and walkers.’ 
 
You can see photos from the event on the Warley Woods Community Trust Facebook 
page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Warley Woof! By creating a friendly community of responsible dog owners, we’ll be 
helping to make Warley Woods an even better place to bring your dog. 

Membership just £4 until March 2015 and £6 thereafter.  
 
Benefits of joining Warley Woof: 
• Being a member of a friendly dog owners’ community, promoting responsible ownership and 
offering social opportunities for dogs and their owners 
• Registration on our dog log to reunite you quickly if your dog is lost 
• Training sessions, companion walks and advice from Warley & District Dog Training Club 
• A special poo-bag holder 
• A twice-yearly email newsletter with news about the Trust and 
information for you and your canine friends 
• Expert seminars on dog behaviour and training 
• Facebook group for sharing your favourite photos, stories and news 

• Annual meeting to tell us how we are doing 
 
If you are ready to join, pop into the shop for a form, or download it from our website. Bring it in 
with your £4 fee and photos of your pets, so we can put them on the Warley Woof Dog Log. If 
you know your microchip numbers then you can fill them in on the form, but we have a chip  
scanner in the shop so we can read them for you.  
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Autumn Crossword by Humph 

For a chance to win a prize send completed crossword to WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, 
B67 5ED  by October 7

th
. First entry out of the hat wins. 

 
Name:……………………………………Contact phone number…………………………………. 
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………….... 
 
Answer’s to Summer crossword: 
Across: 1) Tulsa; 4) Malachi; 8) Karachi; 9) Fitou; 10) Lathi; 11) Earhart; 13) See 1 down; 15) Ambler; 17) Elysee; 20) 
Oise; 22) See 1 down; 24) Radio; 26) Ochre; 27) Orinoco; 28) Sisters; 29) Kandy 
Down: 1) To Kill a Mocking Bird; 2) Larch; 3) Ascribe; 4) Mailer; 5) Lifer; 6) Cutlass; 7) Inuit; 12) Ades; 14) Iron; 16) 
Bacchus; 18) Lerwick; 19) Ecology; 21) Igloos; 22) Moors; 23) Irene; 25) Drown 
 

Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5ED 

Office:  0121 420 1061 Shop:   0121 429 2440  Golf bookings:  0121 429 2440 
Email:   admin@warleywoods.org.uk  Website:  www.warleywoods.org.uk 

Across 
1)    Surname of Argentinian activist and  
       actress, featured in Evita  (5) 
4)    Charged with an offence (6) 
8)    Inspires (7) 
9)    Join together – major Union (5) 
10)  Large SE Asian country (5) 
11)  Opened up the pea pods (7) 
13)  Mislay (4) 
15)  Pertaining to me (6) 
17)  Can be used for wickerwork (6) 
20)  Early make of US car (4) 
22)  Mrs Thatcher’s Community Charge which   
       resulted in riots (4,3) 
24)  Fight on horseback (5) 
25)  Eighth letter of the Greek alphabet (5) 
27)  Agitate (7) 
28)  Changed to another frequency (7) 
29)  Ointment for wounds (5) 

Down 
1)    Payment for insurance (7) 
2)    Engaged in speed contest with others (5) 
3)    Game with 7 players, usually played by  
        women  (7) 
4)    Analyse  (6) 
5)    Grounds for action (5) 
6)    Small frying pan  (7) 
7)    Fear greatly (5) 
12)  German man’s title (4) 
14)  Dyke between England and Wales (4) 
16)  Financially sound (7) 
18)  Adapts to a new environment (7) 
19)  Worth being remembered (7) 
21)  City which was Royalist HQ in the English  
       Civil War (6) 
22)  ……… Grimes. Opera by Britten (5) 
23)  Teach to do something  (5) 
26)  Commonplace  (5)  

1 
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