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A link to the “vote for Warley 
Woods” can be found on our     
website. 
 
After 38 years working at Warley 
Woods, our head green keeper 
Lionel Rushton has retired. He has 
seen much change during that time 
being an employee of Birmingham 
Council to start, and then            
contractors for them, before      
transferring to Sandwell Council 
and then finally working directly for 
the Trust. I’m sure we all wish him a 
happy retirement, and I’m sure we 
will still see him regularly enjoying a 
round of golf. 
 
Finally, its Annual General Meeting 
time of year again, which will be 
held on Saturday 12

th
 October at 

2.00pm in the Pavilion. I know     
attending AGMs is not the most   
attractive Saturday afternoon     
pastime, but it is something we 
have to do, with the Trustees        
reporting to the members on our 
activities. The Trustees also        
appreciate the support of our    
members in carrying our their      
important roles. If you can make it, I 
look forward to seeing you there. 

Steve Eling 
Chair of Trust 
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The Good and the Bad…… 
I normally try to be positive 
and upbeat about what we 
are doing at Warley Woods 
and the successes that we 
have with our events and 
other activities. This time, 
however, I need to start 
with what was probably the  

worst act of criminal damage that we 
have seen since the Trust took over 
the park. The criminals removed five 
benches, mainly in the rose garden, 
stacked them up and burnt them. All 
of the benches had been sponsored 
by families and the cost of             
replacement is about £5,000 includ-
ing fitting.  
 
The attack on the park is a reminder 
that not everyone values what we 
have in our neighbourhood, but has 
also resulted in a massive           
community response to put things 
right, with donations coming in. I am 
particularly pleased that Nigel Lloyd 
from Warley Woods Pacers, will be 
donating his sponsorship from         
doing the great north run towards  
replacing the benches. 
 
On the positive front, we have had a 
good summer of events with Theatre 
in the Woods; and the Picnic in the 
Park being one of the best attended 
ever. We have been successful 
again in retaining our “Green Flag” 
award for the fifth year running, 
which reflects all the hard work that 
goes into keeping the park in such 
good condition and well used.  In ad-
dition, the Green Flag awards are 
running the “vote for your favorite 
park” on their website again this 
year.  We have come second in both 
years since the voting started, so 
wouldn’t it be great if we could win 
this time?  
 
If we all get everyone we know to 
give us their support, maybe we can 
do it.  
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Trees are a special part of what the Trust 
cares for.  I suppose it’s in the name     
Warley “Woods”.  Keith Hutchinson said in 
his recent oral history interview, that even 
when the park was looking quite             
featureless in the 1980s, it was still beauti-
ful because of the trees.  They provide the 
structure for the site and also contribute to 
the richness of a visit, providing tranquillity, 
the background to photographs, and homes 
for wildlife.  They are the indicator of the 
changing seasons.   
 
As trees seem such a permanent feature 
and are so long lived, it may appear as if 
they don’t take much day to day           
management.  While it isn’t like bin        
emptying and mowing, the trees do require 
quite a lot of attention and a lot of planning 
for the long term health of the woodland as 
a whole. 
 
Back in 2007, the Trust commissioned a 
Woodland Management Plan.  This gave 
Trustees and staff a good solid understand-
ing of what the woodland was like in       
different “compartments”, what the        
principles should be for its management 
and what some of the longer term issues 
might be.   It took into account what the 
composition of the woodland was like, how 
old the trees were (it is a mature and aging 
woodland) and important things such as the 
Woods being a listed park because of its 
landscape.  It was also important to        
recognise the fact that it is heavily used by 
people, unlike many woodlands in the 
countryside.  The plan also covered issues 
such as biodiversity and wildlife and leaving 
larger amounts of “dead wood” on site to 
promote this . 

 

In 2007, the Trust had the woodland      
surveyed.  This provided the Trust with an 
immediate list of jobs that needed doing in 
the woodland as it really had just been left 
for many years without surveys or 
“maintenance”.   

Many of the recommendations were focused 
on safety, but the report also recommended 
things which didn’t need to be done, but 
could be done to improve the life of particu-
lar trees. The Trust completed all of the 
safety works and did many of the “advisory” 
suggestions. Since then the Trust has had 
similar surveys in 2009 and 2011 (another is 
due this year).  While the Management Plan 
remains a long term document and guide, 
these surveys help guide much of the nec-
essary work each year.  
 

For example, the veteran beech near the 
Abbey is specifically mentioned in the man-
agement plan.  Since 2007 some work was 
needed on this tree for safety, but there was 
also advisory guidance and what the Trust 
might do to help the tree survive, as it was 
past the normal age for a beech, but a spe-
cial tree in the landscape.  As the Trust 
cared about this tree, they did all the advi-
sory things, such as air-spading in rotted 
down mulch to feed it and last year giving it 
a sugar drench.  Finally, though the, follow 
up to the latest survey said that the tree 
needed to be felled “within 13 weeks” and so 
plans were made to fell it within that time.  
This happened on the 19

th
 and 20

th
 August 

this year. 
 
Tree works are quite costly as they involve 
specially trained contractors.  As the Trust 
has limited funds, much of the work it does 
falls into the “safety” category, but the Trust 
has always been aware of longer term work, 
from the Management Plan, that would be 
beneficial for the health and future of the 
woodland if funding became available. 
 
There have been two particular areas of the 
woods which needed some help for the long 
term but there were no funds available to do 
this extensive and expensive work.   These 
areas are both along Barclay Road – one is 
an area of silver birches which are over ma-
ture and dying (near the small number end) 
and the other is the large plantation of 
beeches near Abbey Junior School which 
were planted in the 1950s in rows on the old 
tennis court/bowling green (and then allot-
ment) site.   

Viv’s Round Up 
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We have now secured funding to work on 
these areas through a grant scheme being 
managed by Birmingham and Black Coun-
try Wildlife Trust.  The funding is given to 
help improve a network of sites in the 
West Midlands with biodiversity in mind. 
 
This project, called NIA (National Improve-
ment Areas) will start in Warley Woods in 
Autumn 2013 and run for two years. The 
funding is £16,582.  Initially the project will 
involve a lot of tree felling.  The birch tree 
plantation was planted post war and even 
then the people planting it knew they were 
the wrong type of tree, but they were all 
that could be sourced at the time (oral his-
tory project).  These trees are all abso-
lutely on their last legs and this area will 
be clear felled and then replanted by sap-
lings – most likely oaks to be in keeping 
with that area of the woods. 
 
For the areas of Beech near Abbey 
School there will be a slightly different ap-
proach.  These trees still have some life 
left in them, despite extensive squirrel 
damage, but they are too close together 
for the trees to develop into mature 
beeches.  There is also very little 
“understorey” planting here as the leaf 
canopy is so dense.  Some thinning of 
these trees was done in 2007 but the can-
opy has closed over again.  So this time 
we will be thinning the trees but creating 
gaps to create glades where small plants 
will have a chance to establish, and creat-
ing spaces for new beech trees which will 
be the successors to those that are there 
now.  This will involve taking out about 
50% of these trees.  It will be done in two 
stages with the first half done this Autumn/
Winter and the second area the following 
Autumn/Winter. 
 
New saplings will be planted (thanks to 
Big Tree Plant money) and seed mixes 
will be strewn in the open aired areas.  
Over time we hope these smaller plants 
will have a chance to establish and flower 
creating a much richer woodland habitat 
than the bare ground that that is there at 
the moment.  All of the wood that is felled 
will be taken away for sale as fuel.  This 
has helped the contractor involved, ELC, 
keep the costs to an affordable level. 

We are aware that this will make a real 
change to the profile of the woodland along 
Barclay Road and it may appear to some 
that we have gone chain-saw happy, but the 
work is really a long term investment in the 
health of the woodland –so that there will be 
healthy trees and a richer habitat in future 
decades.  We will be making sure the gen-
eral public (those who haven’t joined the 
Trust and don’t receive this newsletter) will 
be aware of the project through posters, our 
website and homes on Barclay Road will be 
leafleted.  We are also considering doing 
some public walks in the areas affected to 
be able to meet people, share our plans and 
answer any questions. 

On the other side of the tree coin, we have 
managed to do lots of planting in recent 
years as new trees are very popular with 
funders and with people who like to donate 
them.  During the HLF Project (2006) over 
700 new trees were planted and then each 
year since then more have been planted, 
often by school groups.  As well as bought-
in trees, adult volunteers have moved sap-
lings from dense locations in the Woods to 
places they could thrive.  
 
Each year £1 trees and our own saplings 
have been planted in our tree nursery and 
the originals of these are now trees which 
would cost over £100 to buy. These are 
starting to be planted out around the site.  In 
the last two years, we have received a grant 
from the Big Tree  Plant which has paid for 
150 saplings each year for school planting 
and some larger trees for the meadow.   
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Junior Golf – Winter Club 
 
Over 100 children have taken part and enjoyed the golfing activities at the Summer Camp 
funded by Sandwell MBC.  So many are looking to continue with golf coaching that Greg 
and Nathan have decided to increase the number of groups which will run on Saturday 
and Sunday from October to February.  At £5 per session you can select the days and 
the number of sessions you wish to attend.  The timings will be Saturday 10-11am,    
Sunday 11-12pm with Greg and the new group will be Sunday 12-1pm with Nathan. 
Booking forms available in the golf shop. 

Summer Golf School 

We found out about the three free golf lessons for children on the 

Warley Woods Facebook page. It is so hard to occupy the     

children for the duration of the long summer holidays that we 

were keen to get our children aged 7 and 5 booked in and as             

they were keen to, it seemed a winner on all parts. 

 

The first lesson they had was a lovely sunny day and so I sat at 

a distance near the  Pavillion, drank tea and enjoyed the morning (not exactly hard!) 

There were 12 children in total ranging from 4 to 8 and Greg and Nathan  were so patient 

with them. They had their attention all the time and they were clearly having a great time 

learning how to play through team games etc. Emily and Oliver came away buzzing and 

wanting more.The kids next two lessons whizzed past quickly. One was outside and the 

other in due to the rain. It was great for them to meet new people, have some fun, enjoy 

the fresh air and learn a sport we would never normally have considered. The kids were 

sad when they came to an end. 

 

It has been great to have had these lessons and my daughter Emily has decided she 

would like some more so we have booked her into some on a Saturday morning to see 

how she gets on. If the free lessons happen again next summer I would recommend    

trying them to anyone. It’s a great opportunity to get some fresh air, meet new people and 

try out a new sport in such a beautiful place.                                            

             Katie Lonsdale  

Golf in Warley Woods 

These larger trees have been chosen and 
staked to help prevent them being broken 
and vandalised.   
By the end of this four year project we 
hope we will have established enough 
new larger trees in the meadow to be the 
large special specimens of this landscape 
in the future. While the tree landscape 
may look permanent, it is actually        
continually shifting, dying and renewing, 
with the Trust’s help.  The Trust takes its 
99 year lease very seriously and wants to 
ensure it leaves a beautiful woodland at 
Warley long past this lease.           Viv 

Tree works funders 
Heritage Lottery Fund: 2006-2007 
Forestry Commission 2008-2016 
Alan Evans Memorial Trust (2007) 
The Tanner Trust (2007) 
Breathing Places (lottery) (2007) 
National Improvement Areas (Wildlife Trust) 
2013-2015 
Big Tree Plant 2012-2015 
John Feeney Charitable Trust (2013) 
All those who sponsor trees. 
Our thanks to Lisa and Gordon Whittaker for 
the wedding trees which acted as match  
funding for the Big Tree Plant and gave us the 
funds and confidence to try a new scaled   
approach to planting in the meadow. 
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Interview with Lionel Rushton on Thursday 15th August 2013 

 

Today I had the privilege of being allowed into the secret 
“bunker” in the compound to meet Lionel.  The bunker is, in fact, 
an air raid shelter left over from the last war and has changed 
little since that time.  Now it is home to the little band of workers 
who keep the greens and parkland in such wonderful condition.  
On 5

th
 September Lionel, the head green-keeper, is retiring after 

completing 38 years at Warley Woods. 
 
Lionel was born in Hitchin, Hertfordshire, in 1944. The family 
settled in Quinton and he began working for Birmingham Parks 
in 1960 at the Quinton Nursery which was later obliterated by 
the Quinton Expressway.  He then moved back down South for 
some years before returning to work with Tommy Jones, the 
head green-keeper at Warley, at what was then a Birmingham 

municipal golf course and, after Tommy’s retirement, became head green-keeper.  Lionel 
says his claim to fame is that he worked with both Tom Jones and Andy Williams (another 
employee) but I think there is more to Lionel than that! 
 
When he started at Warley the grass was cut by hand using 20-inch mowers which took 5½ 
hours to complete while tractors were brought in to do the larger areas.  Consequently, it was 
a real struggle to keep the greens in good condition and it was only after the Trust took over 
in 2004 that life became a little easier when large sit-on mowers were purchased, although 
his workload then increased to include the meadow and other areas. 
 
Lionel comes from a family of golfers, his father being a committee member when the club 
was housed in the old Abbey building.  Whist drives were held there and Lionel remembers 
seeing the grand sweeping staircase under an impressive glass dome, which leaked        
rainwater into buckets underneath.  He also has fond memories of the Victorian glasshouses 
which were, unfortunately, demolished in the 1980s.  Lionel returned to Hitchin on a family 
visit, where he met his wife, Pauline.  After a whirlwind romance, they have been happily 
married for 41 years and his retirement is likely to be filled with family activities;  that is, after 
celebrating with a 5-star golfing holiday in Turkey! 

Dorothy Williams  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Saturday 5
th
 October  

10.00 am Fungus Foray 
 

Saturday 12
th
 October  

2.00 pm AGM 
 

Thursday 31
st
 October 

6.00 pm Halloween Trail 
 

Friday 15
th
 November  

7.30 pm Fundraising Quiz 
 

Sunday 17
th
 November  

7.00 pm Stargazing 

Staff News 
 
We are really pleased to be able to announce that 
Kelvin Walker has been appointed as the new 
Golf Course and Park Manager.  He will start 
work on 7

th
 September, after the retirement of 

Lionel Rushton.  Kelvin has been working at   
Warley Woods as Lionel’s deputy for two years 
and has spent much of the last year covering for 
Lionel during periods of ill health. Kelvin’s role is 
new to Warley Woods and will involve more      
responsibility for both park and golf course,      
including managing the work of volunteers.  The 
interview panel were all impressed with his ideas, 
plans and enthusiasm for Warley Woods and we 
look forward to the changes and improvement he 
will bring over time.   
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Fungus Foray 

 
On Saturday 5

th
 October, Bill Moodie will lead a Warley Woods Fungi walk.  Bill is a fungi expert 

and an active member of the Birmingham Natural History Society. 
 
If you join Bill on the walk, these are some of the species you may be able to see: 

Grifola frondosa – hen of the woods 
Laetiporus sulphurous – chicken of the woods 
Oudemansiella mucida – porcelain fungus 
Stereum hirsutum—hairy curtain crust 
Collybia peronata—Gymnopus peronatus – wood woollyfoot. 

 
On last year’s walk, Bill was able to identify 19 different species of fungi.  
Some of these, very similar, needed to be put under the microscope back at 
the Pavilion, to confirm their identity. 
The walk starts from the Pavilion at 10.00 am on the 5

th
 October.  There is a 

small charge for adults (£ 2) but no charge for children.  
 

Liz Haydon 

 

You can donate to Warley Woods Community Trust at any time. All you have to do is... 
 

Text WWCT22  
£ [your donation value] to 70070  

 The Trust Shop 
 
It was lovely to see so many stalls at the Picnic this year selling     
locally produced items and it gave us the idea to expand our range.  
For a while we have had some gorgeous crafty items by Crafty 
Muthas and some doggy decorated t-shirts, bags, mugs and gift 
cards from Cherry Hogg so we contacted a few, others to start the 
ball     rolling. 
 
First off Stevie of Maidens Fayre came to visit with her sample box 
and the next day saw the arrival of the selection of jams and relishes.   
Then followed Andrew of Urban Herbs, some of you will remember Andrew from St Marys 
Church where he used to have a regular stall and for a while within the Bearwood Indoor mar-
ket and also at Bearwood on Ice!  We agreed to stock a range of herbs and received delivery 
of a recommended range the next day.  These are now on sale along with a range of beauti-
fully scented tealights with handpainted designs from Lifelites by Michaela and some lovely 
cushions and throws with doggy appliqué by Nanny Jo’s Designer Doggies. 
 
If you’re passing, pop by the shop and have a look at the new range of goodies along with the 
bird seed and feeders and dog biscuits and treats. 
 
We would be interested in adding more to this range of locally produced items so if you have 
a talent and would like to share your goods with Warley Woods customers please give 
Sharon a call on 0121 429 2440 to discuss the details. 
 

Sharon Simpson 
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Bat Walk 
 
I’m not sure what it is about bats that attracts the interest of so many 
people.  Maybe it’s because they move so fast and are difficult to see; 
or maybe it’s because they really are quite cute when you get to see 
them close up; or maybe it’s because of the association with vampires; 
or maybe it’s none of the above and people just like to walk round  
Warley Woods in the twilight.   Anyway, whatever the attraction over 70 
people turned up for  the Bat Walk on August 16

th
. 

 
The walk was led by Chris from Brumbats, and she and her knowledgeable colleagues were 
able to provide information to the visitors and show them a bat which had been handed in to 
them and which they were caring for on a temporary basis. It was a cloud free evening and 
the group did not need to go far from the Pavilion before the clicking of the bat detectors told 
us that we had found ‘bat territory’.  They were flying between two clumps of trees and were 
very obvious against the clear sky between the trees.  It is pipistrelle bats which visit our 
Woods and none of the more unusual species were seen.  
 
People of all ages seem to have enjoyed the bat experience and judging by the comments on 
Facebook there will others who want to come next time we have a bat walk.  It’s great to see 
the community learning about the local wildlife – and what better place to do that than in the 
Woods. 

Kate Slade 

Goodbye Veteran Beech!  
 
On Monday 19th August the time came to say farewell to Warley Woods veteran Beech. With 
funding from Community Spaces the Trust set up a small event for people to attend and pay 
their respects to the much loved tree.  Over the past few years, as the Trust worked to try and 
prolong its life, it had become clear how fond of the tree people were and many turned out to 
watch.   

 
Alongside the tree being felled, Chris Shortis, our ex-
pert tree advisor, was on hand to answer anyone’s       
questions about the tree and to oversee the work being 
done. There was also a Trust stall and woodworking 
displays, demonstrating what could be done with some 
of the felled wood. Later in the day some of the wood 
workers starting making small items out of some of the 
veteran Beech! These quickly became very popular and 
with an ever growing queue I think they just as quickly 
began to regret the idea!  
 
Although the purpose of the day was quite a sad       
occasion, it was heart warming to see people’s love for 
the woods and hear their appreciation for the work the 
Trust does to look after it.  
 
If you are missing the tree 
check out the Facebook page 
for some wonderful photos of 
the Beech throughout its life.  
 

Josie  Lawrence 
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Autumn Crossword by Humph 

Across Down 

Across 
1)   The biggest annual event in Warley  
       Woods  (6) 
4)    Large bruise? (6) 
8)    They might be seen on Astronomy  
       night  (5)   
9)    Home to lots of busy insects (7) 
10)  Ten dive (anag) – apparent (7) 
11)  Hope to see these on October’s walk  
       (5) 
12)  WWCT were awarded this for the fifth 
       time this year  (5,4) 
17)  Method of cooking  (5) 
19)  Give in to – eluding (anag)  (7) 
21)  and 22)  This landmark in the Woods  
       came down in August (7,5) 
23)  Angry outburst (6) 
24)  High on drugs or alcohol  (6)  

1)    Used to advertise events  (6) 
2)    Stopping  (7) 
3)    Supply equipment to soldiers  (5) 
5)    Unpleasant and cruel  (7) 
6)    Ran in around Scottish town? (5) 
7)    Put down again (6) 
9)    Concentration on something 
13)  Went in ((7) 
14)  Old style ship – all gone (anag)  (7) 
15)  This can be worn around the neck by  
       posh people  (6) 
16)  Entangled or intertwined  (6) 
18)  Often the main focus in a church (5) 
20)  Something done for the first time (5)  

Send your answers to WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, B67 5ED  by Sep-
tember 28th for a chance to win the prize. 
Name:………………………………………………………………………………… 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………....... 
Phone/e-mail…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Answers to summer crossword: 
Across: 1) Dormouse; 5) Hare; 9)Lobster; 10) Alice; 11) Olga; 12) Granary; 14) Listen; 16) Season; 19) 
Malaria; 21) Time; 24) Noise; 25) Beatles; 26) Ogre;27) Stitches 
Down: 1) Dali; 2) Rebel; 3) Oatcake; 4) Sprigs; 6) Animals; 7) Everyone; 8) Gala; 13) Flamingo; 15) Sillier; 
17) Extract; 18) Rabbit; 20) Reef; 22) Mulch; 23) Isis 
 

The winner was Meg Clevely from LLanidloes. 

Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5ED 

Office:  0121 420 1061 Shop:   0121 429 2440  Golf bookings:  0121 429 2440 
Email:   admin@warleywoods.org.uk  Website:  www.warleywoods.org.uk 
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