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Humph’s Crossword 

in quality of public parks and green 
spaces. For Warley Woods, it is the 
recognition of all the hard work that 
is done by everyone involved,   
members, volunteers and staff. It is  
something that we can be rightly 
proud of for both the park and the 
local area. My thanks go to everyone 
who helps to make Warley Woods 
what is today. 
 
We’ve had one of the wettest      
summers ever, and this has an effect 
on the park, everyday use and our 
events. It has certainly affected our 
income especially from golf, which is 
creating a strain on the budget. Also, 
the “Theatre in the Woods” was    
affected although we had a nicer day 
for the picnic, which was enjoyed by 
a good crowd. Not to be put off 
though, we still have a good range of 
events for the rest of the year with 
something for everyone. 
 
We are still raising money for the  
repair of the fountain. Many of you 
have already donated generously but 
we haven’t quite got enough yet to 
fully pay for the cost of repair. The 
repair will be made with wooden 
shingles, firmly fixed, rather clay tiles 
which have been vulnerable to    
vandalism. Subject to finalising the 
finances, we are hoping to be able to 
do the repairs in the near future. 
Once again, thank you all for your 
donations. 
 
Finally, our AGM is coming up in  
October and the annual report and 
accounts will be available soon. The 
report and accounts show that   

although it has been a difficult time 
financially, including the impact of 
the extremes of the weather and the 
damage caused by those people 
who don’t seem to care about    
anything, we remain in good shape. 
As usual, some of the trustees will 
retire and be able to offer         
themselves for re-election as    
nominations are opened up for 
members to put names forward. 
Also, Liz Haydon, who has acted as 
treasurer for some years will be 
stepping down from that position 
following the AGM, so we are on 
the look out for a new volunteer to 
take on the role, and I’m sure we 
would also like to thank Liz for  
commitment she has given to the 
role. It also worth remembering that 
what makes the difference between 
Warley Woods and other parks is 
that the Woods is run by a board of 
local trustees supported by         
sub-groups all made up of           
volunteers who want to ensure that 
we have one of the best parks in 
the country, and we were voted the 
best “Green Flag” park in England 
last year.  
 
Please support the trustees who put 
in a lot of time on a voluntary basis 
and take responsibility for making 
sure we have such a wonderful 
park. 

Steve Eling 
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Green Flag success again  

I thought I’d start off this 
edition of the Leaflet on a 
high note with our success 
in gaining the “Green Flag” 
award for the fourth year 
running. The “Green Flag” 
award is the gold standard 



It’s always nice to step back 
and reflect on the last three 
months to consider what of 
the myriad of things that 
have happened I should 
share with you this time.  
Hopefully a mix of news, 
(good and bad) and just 
some insights into the run-
ning of the Trust.  Often as 
volunteers get more involved 
they say – I never realised 
this all went on!  I think this 
edition is going to be a bit 
bitty but still packed nonethe-
less. 
 
We had a great Picnic this 
year.  A few spots of rain but 
that was all.  Great contribu-
tions from our sponsor Com-
panion Care Vets, and Bear-
wood Promoters who organ-
ised the music for the first 
time.  Lots of contributions 
from volunteers including lots 
and lots of cakes for sale.  
Our best fundraiser was the 
book stall. We were able to 
use all new style marquees 
this year which are so much 
easier to put up and down.  
We had four last year thanks 
to a council grant and have 
added two more this year 
thanks to a grant from the 
Bryant Trust. 
 
Our only other official event 
this Summer was the Bat 
Walk where Chris Sherwood 
from Brumbats came and did 
one of her excellent walks 
and talks.  She even brought 
a convalescing bat which 
meant people could see one 
up close.   
 
Even though we haven’t had 
events – it has been busy 
with summer activities – For-
est School and Friends run 
by Sandwell Play Service,  

and our Golf Summer School 
funded by the play service 
and run by our pro Greg 
Lynch and his new assistant 
Charlotte. More from Char-
lotte elsewhere in this news-
letter.  One of the most popu-
lar activities this Summer has 
been looking in the woods for 
the fairy doors – this has 
been amazingly popular 
thanks to the publicity on our 
Facebook page.  
 

Coming up we have All 
About Dogs on Sunday 9th 
September with the RSPCA - 
sponsored this year by Fast-
signs who have supplied 
pretty much all of our sign-
age over the last few years. 
We also have our first, long 
awaited Fungi Walk on Sat-
urday 6th October.  In addi-
tion to these Trust events we 
are also hosting a couple of 
events which local residents 
want to try. These are out-
door Zumba with Jolene 
Speake, and Ecoparties with 
Stephen Whitehead.  They 
will be giving them a try and 
if they are successful they 
could become regular activi-
ties. 
 
We also have our second 
and final training day on Oral 
History for those who would 
like to get involved in the pro-
ject.  It is on Saturday 15th 
September.  It is excellent 
training for those new to tak-
ing oral history.  We hope 

some new volunteers will join 

us and some trained ones 
will come back for a refresh. 
 
A couple of things on money 
– just to say thank you for all 
the donations towards the 
fountain roof repairs.  We 
haven’t quite made the total 
we need to have it done pro-
fessionally, but we have had 
an offer of help from a volun-
teer which we are exploring. 
We will keep the money safe 
and hopefully make progress 
soon.  We have had to make 
some cuts in our planned ex-
penditure as the persistent 
rain, and then the Olympics, 
have really affected our 
green fee income from the 
golf course – we aren’t alone 
it is all across the UK.  We 
have to accept sometimes 
there will be good years and 
sometimes bad ones, but it 
does mean we have to be 
careful and ready to cut back 
on planned expenditure if 
needed.  
 
Our membership numbers 
remain pretty stable with 
regular new members, but 
we lose a few old ones.   We 
do send a couple of remind-
ers before we “lapse” anyone 
as we know many people 
forget. We have been en-
couraging members to set up 
standing orders to us so that 
it is done automatically each 
year – or maybe set up a 
small monthly standing order 
so it is paid for over the year 
– 50p a month for single 
member, or £1 for a family.  
We are also planning to in-
troduce a thank you voucher 
for our members when they 
renew which will give a one-
off discount in the shop.  We 
hope this will give those peo-
ple who join something tangi-
ble in return, while also  

Viv’s Round Up 



helping to encourage visits to 
the shop where everything 
sold helps to raise money for 
the maintenance of the site. 
 
I need to let you know about 
a couple of things we have 
been working on since look-
ing at the results of the last 
User Survey – dogs and fa-
cilities at Abbey Road.  Dog 
issues is still an ongoing one, 
but we hope to have a full 
doggy-focused project in the 
future, perhaps dog member-
ship of the Trust and some 
training tasters on site.  Part 
of the thinking for this has 
been looking at some poten-
tial advice to dog owners 
which was provisionally called 
our Code of Conduct – but as 
this seems potentially critical 
we are probably going to call 
it something different.  This 
has been shared amongst 
anyone who asked to see it 
(the call went out within our 
monthly email) and we are 
now working on a second 
draft.  Most people said it was 
very sensible and under-
standable.  We have taken on 
board concerns that people 
had about dog walkers feeling 
‘got at’ when there are other 
problems in the park, but we 
really had to do something to 
respond to the escalation of 
complaints  - it used to be oc-
casional and now it is a cou-
ple most weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The other issue that came up 
clearly in the User Survey 
was a desire for toilets and/or 
refreshments nearer Abbey 
Road as an alternative to the 
Pavilion.  We have given this 
some detailed thought and 
exploration of options, but we 

just can’t do it.  We cannot 
afford either the investment or 
the upkeep of a toilet facility.  
We also know that public toi-
lets are notoriously difficult to 
keep tidy and toilets away 
from staff presences are par-
ticularly difficult to monitor 
and maintain.  Unlike many 
other parks we do offer   pub-
lic toilets and refreshments 
and it is shame that they are 
a ten minute walk from the 
play area, but they are there.  
 
I also have a couple of up-
dates on damage and repairs.  
The fence near Abbey Road 
still needs repairing. We were 
waiting for the outcome of the 
court case against the driver 
who went into it.  He did re-
ceive a prison sentence, how-
ever this means we have no 
chance of compensation be-
cause he does not have 
means to pay any. We are 
now in the process of making 
a claim to the uninsured driv-
ers’ fund. 
 
We have also had significant 
problems around the Pavilion 
this year at night– just  
ongoing minor damage but to 
everything really – hedge, 
hanging baskets, broken 
glass, pipes, shutters and all 
the benches, including picnic 
benches.  I have to admit 
when I saw the damage to 
the picnic benches I did cry.  I 
do cry easily, but not normally 
over picnic benches – it was 
a bit of the last straw really as 
we couldn’t keep up with re-
pairing things.  However the 
magic of the community 
around Warley Woods contin-
ues and Richard Marshall of 
Bearwood Traders connected 
us with Ben Purewal of         
E-Consulting Ltd who has  
donated a state of the art 
CCTV system for the Pavilion 
and local councillors have 
awarded us a grant to pay for 

the installation.  We hope this 
will be installed in the early  
Autumn.  We didn’t want to go 
down the CCTV route but it is 
unrealistic to expect that the 
police will be able to patrol 
every night and so we have to 
take care of what is such an 
important asset for the Trust.  
We hope it will act as a        
deterrent for those who think a 
lonely building is an easy     
target.  An added bonus is that 
it will also be able to record 
golfers who think it is OK to 
play for free after hours! 
 
As I like to do – I’ll finish on 
some positives!  We will   
hopefully be getting involved in 
a major regional programme to 
help improve spaces for      
biodiversity (the National     
Improvement Areas – NIA).  
Now every bench on site has 
been dedicated or has been 
reserved for dedication.  We 
have had two weddings and 
one more coming up.  Dean 
Clarke, Captain of the Golf 
Club has married Annmarie.  
Greg Lynch, our golf pro mar-
ried Claire this Summer too – 
congratulations to both cou-
ples.  Later this Autumn we will 
also be celebrating the mar-
riage of Jenny who runs the 
cafe business at Warley 
Woods and her fiancé Dave, of 
Bearwood Bathrooms.  The 
bad news for the bacon butty 
lovers is that the cafe will be 
open late the day after as all 
the staff will be out celebrating 
until the early hours.  We are 
looking forward to partying with 
them. 
 
Our final news, if you haven’t 
heard is that – yes we are yet 
again a Green Flag Award 
Winning Park! 
            Viv 

 
 
 

At a cost of £5 per session At 



Warley Day 
On 23rd June the golf club held their  
annual Warley Day Competition.  The 
weather was kind to them and a good 
turnout of players joined in for a chance 
to win some great prizes.  Thanks to 
Bristol Street Motors , Hagley Road 
there was a fantastic opportunity for the 
players to win a Ford KA, a golfing    
holiday and golf equipment by getting a 
Hole-in-One.  Unfortunately no-one man-
aged to claim any of those prizes but 
some good golf was played with Ian 
Jones winning the Warley Day Trophy 
with the Best Nett score.  Steve Lediard 
won the Best Gross prize and Pat Bailey 
won the Ladies Competition.  Division 1 
prize went to Dave Rushton and Division 
2, Paul Ross.  
The presentation took place on the     
Pavilion Patio area with a fun chipping 
and putting competition and a raffle with 
thanks to the Eaton Hotel for donating a 
raffle prize of a meal for two in their   
restaurant. 
 
Golf Summer Camp 
Thanks to a funding received from the 

Sandwell MBC – Play is Making a      

Difference Scheme, we were able to 

host a Golf Summer Camp throughout  

the school holidays which gave the chil-

dren of Sandwell the chance to learn to 

play golf free of charge! 

Greg and his assistant Charlotte  
coached over 130 children by the end of 
the four week course with each child at-
tending 3 sessions. Using the skills and 
exercises included in the junior golf 
passport it is a great opportunity for jun-
iors to have a try at golf and hopefully 

enjoy the sessions enough to 
take up the sport.  
 
Each child attending will be in-

vited to join the Winter Junior 

Club which will be kicking off 

from September.  Sessions will 

be on Saturday’s 10-11am and   

Sunday’s 12-1pm.   

Golf in Warley Woods 

At a cost of £5 per session you can select 
days/dates to suit and discounts can be 
deducted when booking 7-9 sessions 
(10%) or 10 or more sessions (15%).  A 
50% deposit secures a place.  
 
The funding received also covers Golf 

Camps which will run through the October  

half term and these spaces will be     

available to book from Monday 24
th
    

September by calling 0121 429 2440. 

Warley Open  
 This year the Open will take place on 

Saturday 29
th
 September and tee-times 

are available to book from 8am.        

Members, guests and visitors are all   

welcome to enter. The cost is £17.50 for 

the 18 hole competition and £12 for the 9 

hole. The Open this year will have a     

‘Ryder Cup’ in support of the profession-

als representing their teams at Medimah 

Country Club, Illinois. 

Golf Course Re-measure  
On 20

th
 June we were visited by a man 

with a mysterious backpack to carry out a 
re-measure of the golf course.  He walked 
the golf course with his Nikon 1000AS 
Rangefinder accompanied by  Lionel and 
recorded the yardages from the men’s 
and ladies competition tees ready for the 
production of our new scorecards.   
 
The course will now play as 2588 yards 
from the white men’s tees and 2289 yards 
from the ladies red tees. We are currently 
looking for a sponsor to cover the cost of 
replacing the yardage markers and hope 
to get these in place over the winter     
period.  If anyone reading would be      
interested in this advertising opportunity 
we would be very grateful. 
 
The new scorecards will 

come into play from  

Saturday 1
st
 September. 

 
 
 

 



Luke Reid Memorial Trophy 
The race for the trophy is really hotting 

up in this competition with the top 3 

places of the league table looking very 

close.  The current leader is Michael 

Linehan with 40 points, closely followed 

by Joshua Horton with 37 points and in 

3
rd

 place is Greg Lecky with 36 points. 

The winning place will be decided in the 

final match on Sunday 16
th
 September.  

We’ll be following the play very closely 

that day!  Well done to all the juniors 

who have taken part in this competition 

it has given the Junior Academy Golfers 

the opportunity to experience competi-

tion golf for the first time and we look 

forward to repeating this competition in 

Luke’s memory for many years to come.     

 
 

Hi everyone, my name is Charlotte Stanton, I’ve been 
assisting Greg with the Summer Camps that have 
been running at Warley Woods over the past few 
weeks. I took up golf myself at the age of 11 and was 
lucky enough to be involved in the Staffordshire 
county set-up 2 years later. I started as a ‘rabbit’ in the 
beginner coaching lessons and now play for the      
Ladies first team. At a young age, I became aware of 
the Applied Golf Management Degree (AGMS) at the          
University of Birmingham and knew instantly that it 
was what I wanted to do. I achieved my goal by get-
ting my handicap down to 6 and working hard to earn 
the grades I needed. AGMS is a joint degree between 
the Professional Golf Association (PGA) and University 
of Birmingham, a requirement of the degree (stipulated 
by the PGA) is that each student must complete a summer placement. This  placement is 
what led me to be working at Warley Woods. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed working with Warley 
Woods Trust to deliver the summer camps and teaching the juniors who have participated, 
each one has shown great enthusiasm towards golf and there has been a lot of promising 
golf swings on show. 

 Warley Woods Community Trust AGM 

 

Saturday 13th October  

 

Charlotte Stanton 

Future ‘Get into Golf’ sessions 
Greg has just announced the forth-coming 
sessions for the autumn for anyone interested 
in starting or improving their golf skills. 
 

Starting Saturday 15
th
 September is a 6-week 

coaching course which runs at 3:30pm-
4:30pm. 
  
Sunday 30

th
 September is a 4 week coaching 

course which runs at 10:30am-12noon. 
 Both courses cost £36 per course and will 
cover a different aspect of the game each 
week.  
 

The popular ‘Learn Golf in a Day’ (or morn-
ing!) is returning on Sunday 28

th
 October – 

9am—12noon and costs £25 per person. 
 

Spaces on all of these courses can be booked 
by contacting the shop on 0121 429 2440 – a 
50% deposit is required to reserve a space. 

Charlotte with the best player of 
the day on 21st Aug – Kelsey 
Grace and her sister Jessica.  



Proud sponsors of ‘Picnic in the Park 2012’ Companion Care, 
Vets, Oldbury. 
‘Picnic in the Park’ was a fantastic opportunity for us to start a lasting asso-
ciation with Warley Woods and its many dog owners. The months of plan-
ning meant we grew to know the many volunteers and trust members that 
dedicate their time to making Warley Woods a welcoming place to take dogs on lovely long walks 
through the winding paths, and play over the vast open spaces. 
The weather was kind to us and the day was a huge success, we were able to celebrate our 1st birthday 
in true style offering goody bags to all our entrants. The lovely 16 year old Dillan was crowned ‘best in 
show’ and he and his proud owner, Mabel, were presented with a trophy and prize bag to celebrate. 
As the day drew to a close, we announced our ‘pet of the year’ as voted for by our own clients from a 
selection of our extraordinary brave pets. Little dachshund Paddy Gilmore who had specialist surgery 
after a spinal prolapse won 1st prize and his emotional owners were very proud! 
We would like to thank our clients for supporting us at the picnic and over the first year. Since the show 
we have seen many of our entrants popping in for health checks and we look forward to meeting many 
more. 
As vets, we encourage good dog ownership and are proud to have been able to donate a microchip 
scanner to Warley Woods. If you are out walking you may see Viv coming at you with it -  she has been 
getting rather excited over the beeping but assures me that the novelty will wear off soon!! On a serious 
note, if your dog does go wandering off in the woods you can rest assured that if they are taken to the 
Pavilion or are spotted, they can be scanned straight away without the need to take them off the prem-
ises. Warley Woods will contact us with the chip number and we can provide them with your contact 
details so please make sure your dogs are all microchipped.  It costs just £10 for peace of mind at 
Companion Care, Oldbury. 

Companion Care Vets, Inside Pets at Home, Oldbury Green Retail Park, 0121 270 2282 

“If you go down to Warley Woods today you are in for a big surprise! “ 
 

Out to Play- Sandwell MBC Play Service and Warley Woods Community Trust have been working to-
gether since February 2012 to deliver forest play sessions during the school holidays and they are go-
ing down a storm. 
 
Every Wednesday and Thursday you can find children den building, cooking over campfires, climbing 
trees and trying woodland crafts all overseen by a team of qualified forest leaders. 
 
What is forest play? 
Forest School is an inspirational process, that offers ALL children regular opportunities to achieve, de-
velop confidence and self esteem, through hands on learning experiences in a local woodland or natu-
ral environment with trees. 
 
How is it different? 
Unlike some activities this is a long term project in the outdoors working with higher than usual staffing 
ratios. It introduces responsible risk taking and setting participants up to achieve. 
 
It is delivered by qualified forest school leaders and relies on the process of ‘following the child’. This 
means looking for opportunities to enhance experiences by observing the children in the outdoors. A 
woodland environment in particular provides children with the opportunity to explore their own interests 
while building a long term relationship with the natural world. 
 
Over 256 children have benefited from forest play sessions since February half term and all ages have 
been involved either through Forest Friends for the 3yr- 7yrs where the parents stay and play too, our 
youngest participant being 9 days old- right up to regular Forest Play sessions where the children stay 
all day whatever the weather. It’s an inspiration and a real hands on experience to encourage our chil-
dren to get out and explore and has proved a big hit. 
 
To enquire about forest play sessions contact:  
Samantha Barratt Play Service Manager Sandwell MBC, Corbett Street, Smethwick B66 3PU 0845 352 
7851 
Or Keep a look out on Warley Woods Website and Facebook page! 



Warley Woods Community Trust AGM 
 

The trust’s annual general meeting is held in October each year. This is the meeting where the trust 
board presents its report on the previous financial year, and invites members to question or comment 
on the work of the trust.  So this AGM reports on the year from April 2011 to March 2012. 
 
Our financial accounts are prepared by Bloomer Heaven, who also act as our bookkeepers, and a 
related report on the trust’s activities for the year is prepared by a trustee. The Board has to approve 
both to go forward to the AGM. 
 
A copy of the annual report is available on the Warley Woods web site, but here are some extracts 
from the report to whet your appetite! … 

 

Pie charts 
 
The two pie charts show where our income comes from, and how we spend our money. 
 
The accounts show that we made a small operating profit during the year, and that the accountants 
have given us ‘ a clean bill of health’. 

April 
The year began on the happiest of notes with the      
wedding of two trust members … 
 
May 
The new greens mowing machine, funded by a grant 
from Sandwell Council, arrived and the improvements to 
the course … 
 
June 
The month was marked by a number of visits by groups 
of children from local schools.  
 
July 
July was a month of highs and lows for the trust. 
News came that we had been awarded a grant for an 
Oral History project: £27,300 over three years from 
Spring 2011 to Spring 2014 … 
 
August 
On a brighter note not only were we awarded the Green 
Flag, but we also came first in England (second in the 
UK) in the Green Flag People’s Choice Awards – an     
on-line poll to find the most popular parks in the UK.  
 
September 
Community Payback teams have made a valuable con-
tribution … not least in delivering information about our 
on-line user and non-user surveys to 7,500 homes in the 
area.  

October 
The trust board presented the annual reports and ac-
counts for the approval of members at the AGM this 
month.  
 
November 
The on-line surveys closed having received 264 re-
sponses in total: 244 on line and 20 paper copies. 95% 
of respondents rated the appearance of the park as good 
or very good. The other 5% rated it as fair.  
 
December 
Lashing rain didn’t stop people turning out to watch 
Santa ride through the woods on his train,  
 
January 
A … cross-country running championship, successfully 
returned to the woods after its absence for several years;  
 
February 
While staff and volunteers successfully planted three 
large trees in the Meadow (the wedding trees) … 
 
March 
The financial year ended, as it had begun, with a Walk 
for the Woods.  
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Meet the Trustees 
Alan Reynolds 
 

I have been involved with Warley Woods and the Trust in some form or 
other ever since Steve Eling called the very first meeting to discuss what 
could be done with what was by then a pretty rundown and neglected park, 
around the time petrol rationing ended…well maybe 1996. 
 
We had moved to Barclay Road in 1981, largely on the recommendation of 
one of my wife’s colleagues who lived nearby and used to walk her dog in 
the Woods. She saw the ‘For Sale’ board go up and thought it looked the 
house for us. And so it was. Only then did we discover just across the road 
this wonderful, untamed and somewhat bedraggled landscape known as 
Warley Woods. We had never seen anything like it before and immediately 
fell in love with the place so, when the chance came up to help out and 
contribute towards the restoration bid, and then to get involved with the 
embryonic Community Trust, I jumped at it. Also, as this is a wonderful model of community participa-
tion and self-help, it fits in well with my career as a town planner (I use the term ‘career’ loosely). 
 
So you could say I am something of a veteran of the Trust, having been there at the outset as the 
Heritage Lottery fund bid was put together, submitted and finally approved; there through the years 
when the park was transformed through much-needed investment and still here now we have entered 
possibly the more interesting and challenging phase of the Trust’s existence. That is to say, getting on 
with the day-to-day running of the park and golf course and trying to maintain and even expand the 
range of facilities we can offer and events we can host at a time when money is extremely tight and 
we have a government that supposedly supports bodies such as ours whilst at the same time reducing 
funding for essential public services. 
 
I have been a Board member throughout the life of the Trust. I enjoy helping to look after the site and 
relish the unexpected challenges that this task often throws up. I particularly enjoy participating in dis-
cussion and debates, and can usually be relied upon to come up with an unexpected or contradictory 
view - and, when things are getting too serious, to lighten the mood with spontaneous humour (others 
may disagree with that last point, but they’re wrong, trust me). 
I am a lover of fresh air and the great outdoors which, let’s face it, is what Warley Woods is all about. 
Whenever time allows, I enjoy getting dirty and sweaty on practical maintenance and conservation 
tasks with the Sunday volunteers. 
 
To summarise, I am going to steal word for word Arthur’s closing sentence in the last Leaflet: I am 
glad to play a small part in maintaining the health and beauty of Warley Woods, truly the     
People’s Park. Couldn’t have put it better myself. (OK Arthur, that’s a tenner I owe you in royalties)  
 

Liz Haydon 
 
I joined the trust board in 2004, when I went to a meeting to find out about 
getting involved in the trust’s work with schools and ended up agreeing to 
take on the vacant post of treasurer on a temporary basis.  Helen Rushby, 
the vice-chair at the time, could be very persuasive! 
 
Eight years later I still undertake the treasurer role, but am hoping that 
someone else will take it on following the AGM in October, bringing a fresh 
approach to the position. 
 
The role has varied over the years: at times very ‘hands on’ – when we 
were without a trust manager it involved signing off the bills, writing and 
sending cheques, and managing the accounts; but now with a very able 
manager in place the role is more about monitoring the budget and report-
ing on it to the board, and ensuring that the proper systems are in place to 
secure the Trust’s assets.  As treasurer I chair the Resources sub-group. 



I am also a member of the Communications sub-group and have co-edited the quarterly members’ 
Leaflet;  written the trust’s annual reports ( see page 7) and have previously been involved in the    
planning of events including the Picnic and Santa in the Woods. 
 
I have lived in Bearwood for 30 years, and have two wonderful grown up children.  My husband is a 
local councillor, so I know the streets of Bearwood pretty well, having posted leaflets and newsletters 
through most of its doors over the years. Most of my working life was spent at Birmingham City Coun-
cil, in a variety of roles in the Education Service, including research, statistics and later public          
relations, before moving to roles in corporate governance. I left the city council in 2008, and now work 
at the University of Birmingham on a project relating to public services. 
 
I enjoy travelling and have been lucky to be able to visit a number of different countries, particularly in 
the last ten years, including a couple of visits to Central and South America where my daughter was 
volunteering. I enjoy being a member of the Trust board both for the opportunity to help shape the   
development of the trust, but also for the chance to meet and work with others who share an interest 
in making the woods a better place. 
 
I recently read a proposal that there are 5 ways to well-being.  These are: connect, be active, take  
notice, keep learning, and give.  It seems to me that the woods and the trust provide the perfect      
opportunity to do all of these!  
 

Mick Guy 
 
I was born in Torquay, not long after the Second World War had ended. As 
job opportunities were not great, the family moved to Birmingham when I 
was eleven. It was quite a shock! We lived in Quinton and I went to Four 
Dwellings school which was also attended by two of our long standing 
greenkeepers at Warley Woods, Lionel and Roger. 
 
Apprenticeships were not that difficult to find in those days and I spent six 
years at Accles and Pollock and Chance technical college studying me-
chanical engineering. I then moved to Tucker Fasteners in Perry Barr and 
spent the rest of my career there working in research and development. 
My wife, Sue and I have lived around the woods for forty years and have 
always appreciated the facility. So when I turned redundancy into early  
retirement three years ago the opportunity to become a volunteer became a ‘no brainer’ decision.  
 
I have been a trustee for nearly two years now and am a member of the site  and special projects  sub
-groups. I am particularly keen to make sure that even in these difficult economic times a replacement 
building for the old pavilion is not forgotten about. It is something our wonderful park truly deserves. 
Since my teens I have been involved in origami and I teach it in schools, not just as an entertainment 
but as an alternative way of explaining many aspects of mathematics and science. I also play golf   
occasionally and am involved in church activities. 

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Fungi Walk 

 Saturday 6th October  

10 am 

 

 

Halloween Spookiness 

 

 

 

Wednesday 31st October 



Crossword by Humph 

Across Down 

1)   There’s a walk looking at these in the  
      Woods in October  (5) 
4)   Love in a mist – or a TV cook  (7) 
8)   Outlying settlement (7) 
9)   Score in cricket, not by the batsman (5) 
10) Where the Derby is run  (5) 
11) Restrict  (7) 
13) Also called Japanese Maple  (4) 
15) Ancient port town in Western Turkey (6) 
17) Dormant  (6) 
20) Express one’s thoughts out loud  (4) 
22) Very drunk  (7) 
24) Passage between seats  (5) 
26) Sea creature with 10 limbs  (5) 
27) Resistance wire in cooker etc (7) 
28) Ragged materials (7) 
29) Firm  (5)  

1)   Colourful plants found in most gardens (7) 
2)   Keys on a piano  (5) 
3)   Statue in Victoria Square, Birmingham 
      designed by Anthony Gormley  (4,3)  
4)   Observe  (6) 
5)   Often found at the centre of a village (5) 
6)   Open wooden framework  (7) 
7)   Astound  (5) 
12) Warley Woods volunteers are taking this  
      sort of history from local people  (4) 
14) Felines  (4) 
16) Milk product, often flavoured with fruit (7) 
18) People who might be on rollers or blades(7) 
19) Folded, as seen in kilts (7) 
21) Evaluate  (6) 
22) 19

th
 century Hungarian composer (5) 

23) Provide some quality (5) 
25) Put letters in the right order (5)  

Send completed crossword to:  WWCT, The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick B67 5ED 
by September 30th  for a chance to win a Prize. 
Name:.................................................................. Phone...................................................... 
Address:................................................................................................................................ 
 
Last time’s winner was Matt Hadlington from Oldbury 
Answers to Summer crossword: 
Across: 1) Sable; 4) Shaped; 9) Meaning; 10) Lilac; 11) Echo; 12) Induced; 13) Sun; 14) Grow; 16) Yank; 
18) Gas; 20) Shimmer; 21,25) Sand Castles; 24) Alibi; 26) Engage; 27) Extra; 
Down: 1,5) Summer Holidays; 2) Beach; 3) Eric; 6) Pelican; 7) Decide; 8) Again; 13) Swimming; 15) Rail-
ing; 17) Estate; 18) Grace; 19) Odessa; 22) Allot; 23) Isle 
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Warley Woods Community Trust 
The Pavilion, 101 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5ED 

Office:  0121 420 1061 Shop:   0121 429 2440  Golf bookings:  0121 429 2440 
Email:   admin@warleywoods.org.uk  Website:  www.warleywoods.org.uk 


